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There are three collections of Aurungzelje’s Letters. 
First, the “ Ruka’iit-i-Alaingiri," or the “ Kaliinat-i- 
Taiyibjlt,” collected and published by Iniiyat Allah, one 
of his principal secretaries: second, the “ Rakdim-i- 
Karaitu," by the son of another secretary Abdul Karim 
Amir Khdn : and third, the “ Dastur-al-Amal Aghahi," 
collected from various sources thirty-eight years after 
the emperor’s death by a learned servant of Raja Ay:i 
Mai under the Raja’s order. There is still another 
collection bearing the name of the " Ad«Vb-i-Alamgiri,” 
find comprising letters written by Aiiruugzebe to his 
father, his sons, and his oiTicers. 

These letters have no dates and have no order. I 
have tried my best to assign dates to most of them. 
But it is impossible to do so in the case of each and every 
one of them, as some of them have no historical connection. 
Most of the letters seem to have been written when 
Aurungzebe was engaged in his great Deccan War 
M08JJ-1707), especially during the latter period of the 
war. 

These letters generally depict Aurungzebe’s private 
life. Occasionally they allude to minor historical events 
which happened in his or in his father’s time. They 
exhibit Auruugzebe as a just, kind, and lenient king 
and as a religious and devout Mohemadan. Again they 
display his orthodox^' and fanaticism which brought ruin 
to his house and empire after his death. In these letters 
we find Aurungzebe giving advice to his sons about the 
duties of a king,—how to govern the state by preserving 
order and peace in the kingdom and by protecting the 
person and property of the subjects. “ No person can be 
more alive than Aurungzebe to the necessity of storing 
lhi» minds of princes, desline<l to rule nationSi with 
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useful knowlotige. As they surpass others in power and 
elevation, so ought they, he says, to be pre-eminent in 
wisdom and virtue'.*’ 

These letters are full of many fine and instructive 
passages from well-known Persian poets and thus afford 
a proof of Aurungzebe's Persian scholarship. ‘ He 
(Aurur.g 7 .ebe) also discountenanced poets, who used to be 
honoured and pensionetl, and abolished the office and 
salary of royal poet. It is even distinctly related that he 
prohibited the composition and recitation of poetry; but 
this extreme austerity must have been of very short 
duration, for his own notes and letters are filled with 
poetical quotations, and sometimes w’ith extemporary 
verses made by himself*.” ” He (Aurung/ebe) is a very 
clegajrt writer in prose, and has acquired proficiency in 
versification, but he abstains from practising it*.” Many 
Horanic verses arc foiind in these letters. This proves that 
he w’as well versed in the ICoran which he had learnt by 
heart. Thes^letters were not meant for a literary purpose. 
As the language is from a royal pen, the style of the 
letters is generall 3 * polite. But at the same time, it is 
sweet and simple and sometimes figurative. Again, a 
large meaning is conveyed by a short sentence. Sometimes 
the lajiguagc is Indianised and many ludiati words occur 
in the epistles. The style is generally admirable* 

“ His (Aiirung7.cbe's) prohibition of history was more 
permanent; he not only discontinned the regular annals 
of the empire, w’hich had before been kept by a royal 
historiographer, but so effectually put a slop to all record 
of his transactions that from the eleventh year of his reign, 
the course of events can only be traced through the means 
of letters on busii\ess and of notes taken clandestinely by 
private intlividuals*” ( g. KliiVfi Khan and others). 

I, Bernier. 

3. KIpliinstnne. 

;v Mir-Al-I-Alom. 

4 . Klphlnslone. 





Alamgir ( the Conqueror of the \Vorl<l ) was a title 
conferred on Aurungzcbe (the Ornament of llie Throne) 
by his father Shah Jehan in order to pacify him when 
he made head against him during his dangerous illness. 
IG/iT. When Aurungzebe ascended the throne he assumed 
this title and styled himself as Alamgir (the First). 
Aurungzebe is generally known by this name among his 
co-religionists. It is not necessary to give here a life of 
Aurungzebe as it can be read in any ordinary Indian 
history. 

The following books have been consulted : 

1. The History of India as told by Its Own 
Historians, Vol. VII, by Sir H. Elliot. 

'1. The History of India, by Elphinstone. 

J). History of The Mahratlas, by Grant Duff. 

4. Aurungzebe, Rulers of India Scries, by Lane Pool, 

j. Travels iu the Mogul Empire, by Bernier. 

ii. Ain-i-Akbari, by Abal Fazl. 

7. Muntakhab-VkI-Lubdb, by Muhammad Hilshlin 
Kbiifi Khun. 

Ma’asiri Alaingiii, by Muhammad SiVqni Milsta’idtl 
Khiin, 


Aoiari Streft, Bilimora. 


J. H. BILIMORIA. 
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R u k a' a t i jfl 9 a m g i r i 

OR 

AURUNGZEBE’S LETTERS. 

' IXTHODrCTlON.’ 

4 

In the name of Cod the Merciful^ the Clement. 

After praising* the King (God) whose kingdom is 
immune from decline and fall and then praising the Refuge 
of the World (Malioinet, tlK prophet of the mosleins), the 
ring of whose servitude adorns the ears of all world- 
conquering, throne-adorning and auspicious kings, it is not 
hidden from the bright minds of apprecialive wise men and 
intelligent eloquent persons that in this work entitled 
Ruka at-i-AlaingIri ’ (Aurungzebe’s Letters) otherwise 
styled “ Kalimjit-i-Taiyibat” (the Excellent Words), com¬ 
prising the blessed letters of the just king Abul MuzaHar 
Muhudin N'lahammad Aurung Hahadur, the emperor of 
India-may God sanctify his tomb-, the words “the eldest son 
of sovereignty” (the heir-apparent) and “the happy son” 
stand for the eldest prince sultan Mahammad Muazzam, 
otherwise known as Slnih .\lam Bahudur, ‘ and in some 
letters the words “ the happy son” are also applicable to 
sultan Mahammad A’azam Shuh Bahadur. 'I'he words “ the 

1. Tills iiitroductiun is from the pen of tlic Persi.Tn coiiinilcr Iii.tvat 
Allah Khan. 

2 . T»« Pcrai.nns ycncr.illy commence Ihc-ir works wilh eulogies of 

God and tlieir prophet. ' 

3* Muazxam wasnot the eldest but the second son. Sultan ^faharninaJ 
Bahadur was the eldest son but he died in prison (1676) before these 
letters were written. As Mahammad Bahadur was not living at the lime. 
Mua^xam is naturally addressed as the eldest son in these Ictlcn,. Cf. 

Let. XCl. 
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unfriendly brother” are applietl to Darn Shekuh, the eldest 
brother of His Majesty (Aurung/ebc). The words ” the. 
dear grandson” and “the brave grandson” are (respectively) 
applicable to Nlahaniinad Ma'az-ud-Din liahjidur, the eldest 
son of Shah Alam Balnidur and to Nlahainmad 13idar 
Bakhta Balaidur, the eldest son of Sultan Mahaniniad 
A'azani Sluih Bahadiir. The words ” the grandson of high 
rlignity” refer to Mahaimnail Aziin-nd-Din Bahadur, the 
second son of Sludi Alain Bahiidur. The wortls “the pillar 
of the kingdom”, ‘*thc centre of affairs and “that 
sacrifice” are applicil to Asad fChan, who after the 
death of Shiiyasta Khan was made Ainccr-ul-l'mara'* (the 
Grandee of the Grandees) of the court. 'I'lic words “Khan 
Firuz Jang” (Victorious Khsin) refer to Ghazi-Vid-I)in Khan 
Bahiidur Finiz Jang. The words “Nasrat Jang” (victorious 
in battle) mean Xul Fikiir Khiin Bahiidur Nasrat Jang. 
The words ” Mirzii Bakhashi” (the grandee, the pay¬ 
master) stantl for Mirzii Sadr-ud-Din Mahammad Khiin 
Safavi. The words “ mecr litcsh” (the master of ordnance) 
are aj>plicablc to Tarbiat Khiin. By the wortl “ Hamid” 
(the praiseworthy) is meant Hamid-ud-Din Khiin Bahadur. 


I» Kfi.tn* tiuiCcrn.'^l uncle. siicHl mi A>a\l 

Kli.ui was not, imnicduitcly after liis hououreJ Asith tliis title ol 

Ainccr*ul-t*inar.i, but later uri^ i. in 170^. he title Ainccr*uUUiiiar.i» 

which front Un riieanin;4 nvouKI scent to he applicable one at a tintc» 
scents to ha\c been h^Kl (tn Akhar's tints) t'v>e%cr«ii persons siiitultattcous'y 
In the P.tifsh.tlt NAiiteh. lioAtcver. the U'»e of lltc title of AiMeer-iihUntar;i 
is rcstrictcsl to the first /^r.inilee Alt MarJ.iii Kh.tn.*’ It is saiJ hv. 

nerrttcr to hv *'thc first aiiil most honourable title of 11 inilostan*h Cf. 
Let. XCL > 


a 
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Letters addressed to Sultan Mohammad Muazzam, 
Shah Alam Bahadur, the Crown Prince;^ 

LETTER J. 

Eldest son of sovereignty, happy son, Mahammad 
Muazzam, may God protect and save you. His Majesty, 
having his abode in paradise (Shtih Jehiin, Aurungzcbe*s 
father), had a great desire to conquer the provinces of 
Balkh, Badakhshnn^ Khorusun, and Hirat which were the 
ancient possessions of our ancestors,*. He often sent there 
the royal forces under the command of Murad Bakhsha.^ 

1. Aurnngxcbc's seconil son, born in i 6|3» of n Rajput princc&s. He 
was sent by his father against Shivaji in orJer to arrest liiin, but was after¬ 
wards recalled. I'hcn he was appointed governor of the Deccan. 1667. In 
16S6 he took HaidcrabaJ. Afterwards he niarcliccl against Golconda, but 
he made a convention with the king. Abut Hasan, and communicated with 
him, Aurung/cbe was displeased with him on this account and imprisoned 
him, 168H ; but released him five years later. In 1700 he was appointed 
governor of CabuL He was an obedient son and was generous and kind. 
Most of the seven letters addressed to this prince seem to have been written 
between 1700 and 1707 when he was viceroy of Cabul. In 16^4 he was 
honoured with the title of Shah Alam Bahadur. Alter the death of his 
father he ascended the throne under the name of Bahadur Shah (the First) 
in 1707 and ruled for five years. He was a wise and able ruler. Had he 
Jived longer his reign would have been accounted prosperous and illu^ious. 
During his rule the Sikhs were subjected to much persecution. It was also 
in his reign that Ni^eani-uUMulk, the founder of the dynasty of the Nizams 
of thcDccean, and Sa'adat Ali fJhan, the ancestor of the nabobs of Oude, 
came into prominence. He died in 171a. 

2. Provinces in Persia and Afghanistan conquered by Timur and 
Rabar. Balkh was the cradle of the ^roastrian religion and a great capital 
of some of the nneient Persian kings. Dadakhshan is known for its ruby 
mines. Hirat is the gale of India hoc] was many times besieged by the 
Persians. 

3. Younger brother of Aurungsebc, who was sent by Shah Jehan to 
assist Ali hlardan Khan in Balkh. He returned to Delhi without theemper- 
or*t leave and was consequently disgraced. 1644. He was replaced by his 
brother Aurungzebc who retreated with great loss. 1617. Then Murad was 
appointed viceroy of Gujarat. When his father fell ill he joined his brother 
Aurongrebe and defeated Raja Jasvant Singh and Dar.a successively. 1657, 
Afterwards he was imprisoned (1658) by uAumgzcbe at Gwalior where he 
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NTof.t of the provinces were conquered r hut owlnff to 
impatience, that unfortunate man (Mur/id) returned (to the 
capital) without having been recalled by His Majesty anil 
thereby lost the favour of the people and tlie grandees of 
those provinces. 'I'he kingdoms conquered and possessed 
were lost ; and inoiicy was wasted on them. It is for this 
reason that it is said that “ A daughter is better than an 
unworthy son”. Attend to this (verse) that “ If a father is 
unable to finish a work, the son must carry it out to 
completion”. This mortal creature (.\urungzehe) has a 
wish which is still unfulfilled. It was the desire of Shuh 
jeluvn that I should scml a grandson of His Majesty’s to 
those districts with a grand army and sufficient equipment. 
\Vhat more can I do ; When you were here, I had insisted 
upon you to take Kandahar ; ’ but you have not conquered 
it. \\Miat of other cases, then.? Kvidcntly you have not 
ilone the work entrusted to you hy n>c. One who pro¬ 
fesses to know .a thing must know it fully. 'I his my 
perishable life is now like the sun (setting) on the top of a 
mountain. What does it concern me if I h.avc these pro¬ 
vinces or not? How will you shew your face to your rivals 
in this world and to the Holy, High, and Exalted God in 
the next work! ? _ 

va'» niur.luri-it ill 1661. Tlit il.atc of hi-s tk-aOi i« found from the followinji 
Persian verse ; ** /I vii I’tivr/ //fj /i<ir lukhtiUth hu^htotul **(Ala3 ! he wan killcii 
on a lie as very brave* bnt initch aiKlictcd to drinkinc J'nJ at 

the same time loolisb in polities* Khali Khan e.iHs him a simpleton* 

Anrun^rebe >\as sent !<* KanJahar by his lather lo conquer it s but 
l>Q%in^( failetl to Jo so he retiiriicJ to Delhi. Aiinint;;?cbc tried to 

recover Kandahar :\ second time, but aj4*ain he failed. 165a, The ^rcat 
Akbar wrested Kan<lahar from the Persians. Shah Abbas took the city from 
Jchanjilr. It fell to Shah Jehan through the treachery of Ali Merdan Khan* 
It wan again bijsicgcd and captured by the son of Shah Abbas, and after¬ 
wards twice unsuccessfully attacked by Shah Jehan. 

The wise of ancient times considered Kabul and Kandah.ar ns the twin 
gates of Hindustan* the one leading to Tnrkcst.an and the other to Persia. 
'l*hc custody of thc**^c highiiavs '^cuted India from foreign invaders, and they 
are likewise the appropriate portals to foreign travel^ 

Ain-i-Akbari* Cf. Let. IV* 



LETTl'.R II.i 


Happy son, Mahammacl Muazzani, may Ootl protect 
and save you. I came to know from tlie representation of 
a disinte rest ed person that this year you obser\’ed the 
Nowroz'-^ festival in the manner of the f^prescnt) Persians •. 
Bv God’s grace, keep your faith firm. From whom have 
you adopted this heretical innovation ? Evidently you have 
been Instructed by that Arab who lays claim to the title of 
Saiyad,^ (but) who is the cause of disgrace to some gooil 
persons (the Saiyads). Anyhow this is a festivity of the 

t. Tills letter proves Aurun;;zcbc*s bi;»otry and l.inaticisin. 

2. LiterAlly, the nexv day (Pers.) It is a Persian festival introduced by 
Jamshislf one of the ancient kin^s of Persia^ and observed on the day wlicn 
he came to the tlironc, namely the <lay on wliich the sun enters the 

(.31 St of ^fa^ch). It is still observed by the modern Persians and the Afghans 
with jjrcal pomp and enthusiasm and is the vommcneeincnt of their poli¬ 
tical year. This festival was introduced into India by AUbar; but was 
afterwards abolished by the • rcli^jious’ Aurunt'^ebe rcckoriin;' 

of the s^ar year was adopted by Akbar for political purposes; but 
Aurun^zebe did away with it and introduced the old lunar year of the 
prophet Mahomet. This festival is still observed In India by the present 
Parsis and by the subjects of II. II. the Nizam. Khafikhan says, •* The 
Nosvroz festis'al is observed by the Parsis (Majusis) of Kerman (a province 
in Persia) and of the harbour of Surat.^* “ H,M. (Akabar) enquires into the 
excellent customs of past a^es» and svithout looking to the men of the past 
in particular, he takes up that which is proper, though he have to pay a 
hifjh price for it. He bestows his fos terin g; care upon men of various 
classes, and seeks for Decisions to make presents. Thus when H. M. was 
informed of the feast of Jamshid. and the festiials of tlie Parsi priests, he 
adopted them, and used them as opportunities of conferring benefits. It 
(the new year’s day fc.ist) commences on the day when the sun in his 
splendour moves to Aries, and lasts till the nineteenth day of the month 
(Farwardin. a Pars! month). Two days of this period arc considered great 
festivals, when much money and numerous other things are given away as 
prcs'3ot<, the first day of the month of FarwardiO| and the iiinelecnth, which 
is the time of the Sharaf/*— 

3. They are Shiahs while Atirungrebc was a strict orthodox Sunni. 

A dcsccndcnt of the prophet Mahomet. 
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Mnjusis.-"' According to tlie belief of the infidel Hindus it 
is the coronation day of the accursed Vikrannljit^’ and the 
commencement of a Hindu era. Henceforward you should 
not observe it and repeat such folly. O^erse) “I have 
advisetl you often ; b»it none of you (my sons) have 
searched after secrets'*. I seek forgiveness from God, my 
Loril, for every sin that I have committed ; and I turn to 
Him (in repentance). 

LETTER III. 

Eldest son of sovereignty. I came to read your letter 
(rci|uesting me) to confer an additional honour upon your 
fourth son,’ for whom you seem to have the greatest 
affection. It is impossible to bestow such .a favour upon a 
younger brother i n supers ession to an elder one. (Again) 
it is strange that considering you are indifferent towards 
your family, you coiiKl have such affection for your son. 
Anyljow (verse) “M.ay you live long because this (i.c. the 
fact of your favouring and loving your younger son instead 
of loving your whole family) is sufficient.'* In order to 
please you I will pay attention to this request of yours in 
another way. 


5. jlic nneient l*cr««nns and the forcf.Tthcrs oJ the present 
I’.-irsis in India M'crc knoxvii hy this n.-itne by the Arabs. It is said to be an 
Ar.-vbic corruption ol the Avcstic • Afard.isni.ans', thovc who believe in 
‘ Mazd.a’ (the wise God). Tl>c l*.n;.lish words ‘ inayic’, ' magician’ &c, are 
ticrived (roni this wor.l. 

6. \ ikram the Invincible, .a Ilinslu prince of the Andiira dynasty of 
Malwa Avho ruled .at Ujjain. He w.ts a philanthropic, popular and 
enlightened ruler .and a great patron of literature. Kalid.as, the author of 
S.akunt.al.i, nourished in his reign. He defeated the Scythians in the battle 
of Kahror and founded a Hindu era (B.C. 56), known ns Vikrainajit 
Samvat whicli is still current in Northern India. The era current in the 
Deccan is called Salihv.an Saka era (A.D. 78), named after Salihvan, a 
Hindu king of the Deccan. There flourished many kings bearing the* name* 
of ^*lkran1• 


i« RaTi-uUKsidr or Ran*ush*Shnn^ born in 1671« 


LETTER IV. 


Eldest son of soverei<»nty, I came to know that you 
disr^ard the soldiers and care more for the highly paid 
servants. It seems that you intend ^oini* to Kandahar.' 
May the grace of God be with you. But I could not 
understand your request about returning to the capital of 
Lahore.- I degraded Nasir Khan ' to' Pan-Sadi* and I 
dismissed that Hindu councillor from Cmy) service. (N’erse) 
“ Other persons act wrongfully because wc shew them so 
much favour.” 


LETTER V.' 

Eldest son of sovereignty, why have you displeased 
hateh Alhih Khan- notwithstanding his good nature ? When 


1. Cf. Let. 1. 

2. Tliv cliiwf town ol the Punjab. 

j. Abu Nasir Khan, a nobicinaii of Auruiig^cbc. The nio»i|uc of 
Jajna^'ar, in Orisva, w.is. built by him in 1687. before 1O9O Ik- was 
governor of Cashmere. In 1697 ho w.is appointed ”o%crnof of Lahore. 
Cl. Let. CL'S:. 


4. A title given by the Mogul cinpuror« to a general holding cuiitiuaiid 
of five humlrcdt who was called a ‘ iiiansabdar.’ When a general offended his 
iiiasler he was degraded from his post to a lower one. Cf. Let. XVI. 

I. This letter is an tuslanec of Auruiigzebe's habit of self eulogy. 


2. A very brave soldier of Turaii ill the army of Auruiig^ebe. Khafi 
Khan, the historian, says that he had no rival in bravery and calls him’a 
lion in battle’. In 1700 he was sent against the Mahrattas and took part 
in the seige of Satlara. In 1702 he was given the title of • bahadur’. In 
the same year he was sent along with Uahremand Khan to lake the 


fortress of ChanJan .Mandaii which shortly surrendered to the imperia! army. 
In j703 he took an active part in the seige of Khelna. After the capture 
of Khelna (1703) he was entitled * Aiaingiri* ashc displavcd much bravery 
in taking the fortress. In the same year he w.as appointed to a post in 
C.abul wheTc he was sent to Muazzam In 170-j. but as he could not 
agree with the prince he stayed in the Punjab. After .\urung/eb’s death, 
the prince asked for his help .against his brother:, ; but the Kh.an could 
Hot help him. Cf. Let. CIV. Here .\uruiigzebe sceois to dlspl.iy f.ilili and 
trust ill his generals. 
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I %VHS a prince I used lo treat the nobles in such a way 
that all were pleased and whether present or absent 
praised me much. Nay, notwithstanding the merit and 
dignity of the unfriendly brother'^ some of them descried him 
and entered my service.^ I closed my eyes upon some of 
them, who, at the instigation of the unfriendly brother, 
practised unworthy actions and used abusive words. I'or 
the sake of justice they admitted my patience and endur¬ 
ance. And the impression of my generalship and bravery’ 
was made upon the tablet of the noble heart of His Holy 
A/ajesty (Shilh Jehiin). Difficult acts were performed by 

j.o. D.«ra SUcku}it HulaiiJ Ikbalt Aurun^/cbc*s cKlcst brolUcr. He 
laia lo K.uul.ihar un>uwCCb^ruUy. 1653. Durin;: hU f.ilhcr\ illness 

(1O57I be on tbc government. He dcfcalcil Shuja, hrollicr 

near B^^naras hs vcntlinj' %ut army niulcr lii& son Solirnan. He was vlcfcalctl 
bv the combine J armies of anil Anrunj4/A;bc at latchabatl 

(Samujjarli) near tlie Cli.imbal, throu^ih the mistake of disinowntin^j from 
Ills elephant .it tlie request of the treacherous Khalil Allah when every¬ 
thin;' w^is in hiH Javour. 1658. Then he was pursucil by Aurun;;/cbc. 
l)urin;j his Hi^'ht tti Gujarat (near AhmedabaJ), Bernier* the h reneh 
traveller and j)h3sivian to Aurun;'/ebc, happened lo meet Dara and stayed 
with him for three d.i>s. At last Dara was treacherously handed over lo 
Aurnny/cbe bv hfalik Jivan* the wretched prince of Jun* in iSinde» at 
^vho^e place he was his «ucst. After .a mo;gk trial Aurunyrebe put him 
to a horrible death in 1659. He was a free thinker and of tolerant 
\'tc\v% like the ;;rcat Akb.ir. Had he come to the throne he would base 
j>rovc<i .1 second Akbar and the history ol India would ha>e been quite 
iliifercni. He was polite and extremely liber.1l; but at the same time 
proud. His mind had a poetic nnil philosophic tendency, His poetical 
name >\ah * Kailiri*. Me ^ot translated from Sanskrit into Persian the 
Upani'^hads, the philosophical .appendices ol the \ cdus, especially of the 
Alh.arva Ved.a* .\urun;jzcbc calls him cs'cry where in these'letters * unfriendlN 
brother** because he w.as jealous of his power and did not like him asbein;* 
a free thinker and Shiah. Khaft Khan calls him *unlortiinatc\ He had 
two ^onS| Soliinan Shekuh and Sipher Shekuh* both of uhom were impri¬ 
soned by Aurun;j/cbc for life# 

After Dara^s defeat at Samu;*arh many nobles, such as, Raja Jasvant 
Sin;;h, U.ija Jai Sin^h* Shayista KImo and others deserted Dam and joined 
Auruu^'^ebe# 

5. Atinmi'/ebe displuj-ed his br.ivci^' and ;;cncr.iUhip at Ikilkh and at 
Kaiid.dtar when lie \\.i» a prince lhou;;h he forced to relrc.il. 





the strength of the arm of this weak ant'k You have 
broken the heart of Fateh Alhih Fvluiti, a soldier, brave and 
useful in all affairs, who would have been useful to you in 
important matters (after me). * (Verse) “ What benefit is 
there if you give a thousand gems ami jewels but at the 
same time break the inward gem (/ e. the heart) of a person 
Done is done and cannot be uiulonc. It w ill be better if 
you win his heart; and it will be more advantageous to 
you for putting your affairs in order. (Couplet) “1 advise 
you, listen to the advice, don’t evade it. Listen to the 
advice given by a kind cout«selior”. The sooner the 
better. Peace be upon those who follow the right path. 

1686 . LETTER \7. 

Happy son, Mahammad .Vluazzam, may God protect 
and save you. I came to know from a letter of a dear 
friend that you attend the court with a saffron-like (yellow) 
turban on your head and ‘palvani’* robe on your bodv. 
You have reached the age of forty-si.\. Br^p ! With this 
(white) beard you put on a gaudy dress. 

1704 . LETTER VIIL 

Eldest son of sovereignty, I ha\e despatched Muna'am 
Klian^ to you so that he may deliver my message soon to 

6. /.e, .\urung£cbe.liiiii9ulf. ilcru Auruiij'/cbe >vcrn» tu huiiiililj. 

7. F-itch Alhili Kl>;in did not help llic priR^.c a;^aiast hts brothers after 
his hilher's death. 

1. kind of silken cloili (a IlindusUaii ivord). 

I. rhia letter seems to liave been written some two or thice years before 
Aurunyeebe’s dcatJi at AhmadnuKar in the Deccan. Cf. Let. LXXII and 
Cf. LXXni. Again Cf. Let. XX, XLIV .and CXVIL This letter has doI been 
mentioned by Elphinstonc in his history. 

J. A nobleman in Aurungrebe's court, lie took part in the scige of 
Khclna. 1703, In the same ytnr he was .appointed minister of L.-Uiore. In 
1704 he was made minister to I’rincc Muaz/am of C.nbul. .\ftcr Aurung- 
2«be’s death, he helped tJic prince in getting the throne lor him. Me was 

^appointed visier by the prince when he caiuc to the throne .and 
honoured avuh the title of Klian Khanun. 1707. lie died in 1710. Me 
waa a bufi and \vro:js a book called ‘ .U Ilamiya'. Xl_& l.ii.- 

torlan, describ;^ him aa * a very able man ol bu..inecr.' 



VO. I an. not oon.o.ous ol n.y^cll, 0 .lo nol Lnow, xvhu 
\ a.n a..a where 1 : 4 o ...wl what w.ll happen to tins sn.nc , 
lull ol sins. Kow I will say sood bye to every one n 0ns 
world and wdl entrust every one to the care ol C-od. N y 
famous and auspicious sons should not .,uarrel amo . 
themselves and allow a general n.assacrc of 
who are the servants ol Hod f.d.er my dea-h)- • | 

the changer ol hearts, n.ake 1 l.s grace or the 1-^- ° 

thepeopfe who are His deposits (m ■ "'1 

wcnderiul creatures, the light for the path of the kmgs (..e. 
may God m.iUc tlic kin.us protect their subjects) . 

This no. .>». I- A.,ron: 4 .chc*. ^ 

by the [wt.kisUl x^.ir lha. broke out in .he cmr.rc writer . uru..„/e c 

a This showv that Aurunti.ebe iire.oly h.veJ his subjects and w.shcJ 
u • u L n. tried his beat .o keep then i.. pc.ce ..nJ prospenty. In 

hri:" 

l.h rsrtive Isdnr. -Me is d.e truly Cre-r. k.uc al.o mstes ^ ' 

\ I u Ui« to irovcro subjects witb eciuily • licrnicr 

f' no ms! sent lu.u.Lnorkl by .S live end 

Ubour not «nd d«n«cr. to h.znrd 

rm:^Tri. e-w4, to die sword .. lu de.euec of ,l,e peop.e 

^oniiuittcd to 
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Letters addre<;sed to • 

Prince Alahammad Aazam Shah Bahadur). 

LKTTKK \III. 

Exalted son, I am much pleased with riding the ambling 
horse^ which you sent to me this time. 'I'he horse reminds 
me of the svmpathv felt for the oKl father bv the fortunate 
son. Owing to great joy I have named him ' Khush- 
Kharjim’ (walking smartly). As you arc perfectly skilled in 
finding out an appropriate name for everything, (f hope) 
you will give an appropriate name to eacli of my favourite 
horses and then write to me about it. A list of these 
horses along with the details of their colour and breed will 
he (shortly) supplied to you by the head jCjroom. 


LETTER JX. 


Exalted son, I was much pleased with the ‘diili’’ of 

^ _ _ _ __ _ . .. __ . _ . _ _ - - ^ 

1. Aurui>^?«bc*s ililrJ 50 «, bofn in 1653. i K* sent a^ainsr Shivaji ; 

but He took p.vfl in the of iUj.-tpnr anJ of GolconJu. 

lie also took an active pun in the sci^e of l*arn.il.i >\liich he captured. In 
1676 he wa^ made i^'Ovcrnor of Muhan, and in 1681, ^oxeenor of the I'unjab. 
In 1703 he was appointed ;;overnor of Gujarat> anti in I705» j»overnor of 
^f•lIwa• After the dcatli of his father he led an army a|<ain<;t Muazxam^ 
his elder brother; but was defeated :iud slain near A;*ra. 1708. lie Mas 
the favourite son of his father (Cf. I^et. XXIXk Khafi Klian says that A*azani 
considered himself heir-apparent to the throne, lie was scry jealous of his 
brolhersf especially of Muazrani. Aurun;4/ehe snys in his last will* *• Let 
all the kln(«*s servants he true and faithful lo Mahainmad A*azzani Shah'** 
Many of the letters to him seem to have been .uhlresscd when he M as viceroy 
of (iujarat l* 7 ^ 3 ** 7 ^ 5 h 

2. In lliis place (the ^jreat royal square at Ali.ih-Jch.in*Abjd) also at 

the break of day they exercise the royal horser* which are kept in a 
spacious stable not far »lfstant ; and lu*re the koh:u-khdn* or (jrand muster 
master of the cavalry, examines carefully the horses of those svho ha\*c been 
received into the service. If they are found to he Turkish horses, that is 
from Turkestan or Tartary* and of a proper hitv and adequate strength, 
they arc branded on the tliigh with the kin;'*s mark, and svich the ntark of 
the Ihnarah^ndcr whom the horseman enlisted'*. . 



An Indian word for a basket, its Peril.in equivalent 


heinfr ^s;ibad\ 
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in.ini'or^ ■ ecu! K\ «he old father, You have requested 

me to suggest names for the unhnown mangoes. When you 
vourself are very clever, why do you give trouble to (your) 
old father ? However I h.ave named them * Sudha-ras* and 
‘ Kasn:l-^'l1^ls 


LF.TTER X. 

# 

l ^xaltcJ 1 ^ 011 , I remember the savour of your ‘khichadi’^ 
and * birvruii’- ilurln ;4 the winter, 'rruly, the ‘ Icab^li**'' 
cooked l>\ Islam Kh?in tioes not surpass them (in point of 
relish and savour). I wantccl to have from you (in my 
';ervicc) Salimnn, who cooks * biry:ini' ; but you did not 
allow him to serve me as my cook. If you happen to find a 
pupil of his, skilful in the art of cookery, you will send him 
to me. However, happy is the day when you come, eat, 

2p .Nmh.is, or inaiiffoe^, arc ifi '•cason iliiriny two summer months, 
anU v^iv plctinful ami cheap ; bui those ^rown n( Delhi are imliHcrent. 
riio ho^i coiuc from Mental, GoKond:i an^l <ioa ; ami these are indeed 
excellent* vicKItn^ to no sweettnciit in flavour and liisciouvncss**. Bernier. 
** I his fruit is unrivalled in colour* smell* and lastc. In shape it resembles an 
sipricot, or a quince, or .a peat, or a melon, nnJ weighs even one seer (lb.) 
and iipwi'fds. There nfc ^recn, yellow, red, varicjjAtcd, sweet, and subacid 
mangoes. Mangoes are to he found e\erywhere in India, especially, in 
Bengal, Gujarat, Nfalwa, Khandesh, and I he Dcccan**' Ain*i*Akbari. 
In the lime ol .\kbar lOO mangoes were worth nearly '{O d* 

3^ Sanskrit names given to two kinds of mangoes. Sans* * Sudhu—nectar 
and ' ras* juise; as svveet us iicclar. Suns. Mtasna*-=the tongue and 
*vUai* piensurc; relishabic to the palate. Here Aurungzebe shews 

his knowlevige ul Sanskrit, 

r. Kicc mixed %\ith pulse and suoked, an Indian word. Khichadi 
inn of leguminous pbnth, the general food of the common people.** 

Bcmicr. lie fnrthct ^lys it was * a favourite dish of Shah Jehan*. Elsewhere 
he says it is * a nu?,hs i>f rice and oilier vegetables, over xvhtch, when boiled, 
they pour invited butter'. IItt ingredients are: rice, split dal (pulse), salt, 
and ghcc (melted biiticrh In Akhar*^ time it was nlso called *lufiynnah\ 

j. All Indian word hir ruasted meat. 

3. Aiiuihvr liidi.tn word for a kind of food prepared of rice and 
heaiiN. Ingrcsiicnts ?ricc, meat, ghee, gram, onions, salt, fresh ginger^ 
vinnamoii, iS:c* 
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ami make others c:*i. (Couplet) ‘'Happy Is the ilay auJ 
happy is the time when a friend enjoys the company of 
(another) friend."^ (Couplet) “ The desire (for eating) 
has not entirely left me ; (though) blackness has departed 
from (my) hair, it has not departed from (my) face'^ (t.e. 
though I have become old, I have not yet given up my 
former habit of indulging in the pleasures of the palate).^ 


1692. LETTER XI. 

Exa Ited son, may God be praised that the grandson 
BahudUr' has become brave and day bv day his fortune is 
being improved, you should not be careless in training 
your son Bahadur*. If he can, in the province of MAlwA^ 
he will get a victory over the Senapati^ and (then) punish 
the Jats''. I have issued an order that the great Rajput 

1. Cf. Let. CXV. 

5 * TJiis letter jnd tlic preceding nne slicw Aurun^jcbe’s ^reat likeness 
Cor delicacies in Iits youth as well as in his old 1 his proves ih«*it 

generally his manner of living; was not simple* Cf. Let* XXI» LVII, CXVII, 

!• The eldest son of A'aram. Cf. Let. LXXVI. 

2. Cl. Let. LXXXV. 

3* A province to the cast of Gtijarit, once ^rovemed by the Hindu 
kings VIkramijit and Bhoiy their capital bcin;; at Ujiao, and subsequently 
by Mohemadan kings» their capital being at Mundoo. Its chief produce is 
opium. 

4. A Sanskrit word for a generali or q chief commander of an army. 
Sans, ‘ Scna^=an army and • pati*—a chief. Its Persian equivalent is 
* Somobiil.* 

5 * A warlike Hindu tribe of Rajputani. They defended the well* 
known fort of Bharatpur eighteen times against the English. They belong 
to tl?c Sudra class found near Agra. They first came into prominende^ as a 
nation» during Aurungsebe*s time. They dared to attack the rear of the 
imperiaf army. During Aurungr^be*s expedition to the Deccan they first 
came into notice as a gang of bandiltL under Churatnan. They rebelled 
near Akabarabad in 169a and killed Aghar Khan who was reluming 
Irom Cabul to the Emperor. Khan Jehan Bahadur Kokaltash who had been 
scot against them could not subdue them. He was recalled and prince 
Mohammad Btdar Bakhta was sent against them. 
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prince Kajii Basan Sln^li Kachavu*' shoukl join him and 
that the fort-keeper of Akabanib.ui' shoukl provide him 
with artillery^ and other bag«;aj*e necessary for war. You 
should "o to-the mouth of the N\irbadd:v ‘, and then by the 
wav to the rijiht you should reach Ishimivbivd, otherwise 
known as MaThrtrh^*’ (in order to join your son). 

LKTTER XII'. 

Blessed son. His Most Exalted Majesty- used to say. 

r.. A llinihi I<aj:x of AmbK.tr or Ameir. con of R;utt SinRW anJ father 
of Mir*a Raja Jai Sin-h Scivai. Ho dieJ about Uhij. Kachava Nva^ the 
title of the Rajas of Ambhar or Jaipur who were rc^Ued to Akbar and 
Jehan^ir. Raja liha-w.ind.W and R.aja Nfl.ncinch of Akhar’s time belonged 

to thi^ cIah, 

7. A city near AgrA. I.iU tl»^ city ol Akbir. It >vas llic new 

Cf. Let. \Cl. . 

8, “ The Artillery in of two $orts the hcAvy And the liuKt. or, they 

call the latter, the arlillcrv of the ctirrup. The heavy artillery did not .al¬ 
ways follow the king. l!ut the light a.Ulhrv iv .-ilM.-ys itUended to be near 
the king's person, and on that .account t.akes the name of artillery ol the stirrup. 

There .arc artillervmcn who receive great pay, i.r. Rs. joo a month, parti- 
cul.arly .all the Kuropeans ; but now the king admits then, with diff.cnltv 
into the service, and limits their pay to thirty-two rupees.” Hcrnier. 

The imperial arsenal contains luanufaclurod, purchased, and presented, 
guns. Kach of them is either long, or short ; and these are ..gain subdivided 

into plain,.coloured, and hammered guns.” .\in-i-AkbarI. 

9, A river, in M.alwa and in (liijar.vt, taking its rise from the Vindhia- 
chals, and falling into the gulf of Cambay. It is very deep mid stormy and 

is regarded sacred by the Hindus. The citv of Uro.ach stands on this river. 

It lileially means in Sanskrit ‘giving pleasure' (Narmada). 

10. Muttra, a town in the north of India, possessing a famous Hindu 

.hrinc, once pinndered bv Mahmud ol (iharani. It was the birthplace of 
Krlshn.a and is sacred to the Hindus. Its sweet balls .are well known. It 
was changed into Islamabad (Citv of Islam) bv Aurung^ebe when he destrov 
ed the temple thereof, jboo. Cf. Madur.i. ‘Southern Mathura,’ a town 
in the KAros'iiic, in the South of InclisA. 

1. This leucr gives MS a tietailcd account of how Shah Jehan used to 

pass his time. Cf. the Ain-i-Akb.vri (book 1 , ain 7a) where Abul l-a*! describes 
how Akbar usc.l lo f his time* 

2. /. r. Shah Jehan, father ol .\urungrcbe, his original name being 
Khiirmm. He was the third son ol Jehangir. born al I-ahore m 150^. 




Huntin'; i!» llic business ol ulle persons. It •:> vci^ 
reprehensible for one to be absorbed in worldly affairs, and 
to disregard religious matters. Because this world is as a 
held in relation to the nest world (i.e. as vou sow so 
shall you reap)’'. It is said of His Majesty (Shah Jehai:) 
that he used to get up cheerfully at four o’clock-'' in the 
morning ; (then) he performed ablution at the ‘ Abshar-i- 
Taufeek'^ and engaged himself in reciting the daily portions 
of prayer. Before daybreak, after the cry of the ■.Muazzin’,-'’ 
he said the morning prayer in the company of learned men. 
riien he went to the ' Jharukhn-i-Darshan’*’’ and favoured 

fathcr\ titue wlieii Uc w.it Viceroy o^ ilie he tcbelJcti 

Ins f.iihcr* He cAsne to the throne of IXlhi in 16^7 nfter the licAlh 
of his futlicr. Hu was a ui&e, Able* And popular emperor of Delln und 
WAS thu most ma;;ni(tcunt prince thdt ever ruled At Delhi* fits rci^n was 
jiCAceful texcupt fur die rebellion of Kh:in Jehan Lodi) and prosperous. He 
wa?s dethroned and imprisoned bv Ins son, Aurua)|*^cbe (165^), nnd died in 
prison at A^ra in 1666* The date of liis dc-ath may be found from the foU 
lo\vin;j two Persian phrases: •• Sliah jehan hard vaf.it’* (i.e. Shah Jehan 
died) and ** Rar.i Allah'’ (i.e. God's wish). He is chieHy rcMnembcred for 
the Taj Mahal and the PcacocL 7 'hronc* He w.as tha founder of Shuhjehan* 
abad, the new' Delhi. The inASVtcre of the Portuguese in Bent^al is a Main 
on his character. Hew .as called * Sahib Karan«i*Sani,’ the Second TarncrlAnc^ 
because he w*as born like Timur when Jupttcr and \cnus w*ere * in the same 
house.’ After the death of Shah Jehan (if>6<>) Aurun^^'^ebe used to write 
*Aal;i i fazarai’(His .Majesty) for hin father in his letters and Jic ordered all 
his officers to use this title for his deceased father. Nut a sinj'le letter 
addres«>ud by Aurung/ebc to his father is mentioned in this vollectiori* 
Khaft Khan mentions At least sonic lliree letters addressed 10 Shah icinin, 
Aurung/.ebe was kind and respectful to his captive father. 

3. Th^ word ‘;*hAri'* used in the 1 er^lan text, is an Indian term. It 
means a meavure of time, water, V^c. It is nearly equit*alciit to half an 
hour. One * ^hari* m.'ikc'. tacnty*fonr initnites* Cf. the Indian word 
* t^haJiaP or ^^hariaP, nie.'inin:' a atid then a watch or a cloekt 

derived from ‘j^hari’ or *t;hadi*. • 

|. Lit. ^Waterfall of Grace,* name of a fountain in Shah Jclian's 
palace, nsed for purposes of ablution* 

5. A Mohemadan public crier wlio calls people lu pr.iycr in a luusquc. 
It coiues from Ar. ‘A*azau*« to call or to invite. 

6. A 1 /ali.onyf or an ample open window*, below* which people used to 
assemble In tliu moruin'f to tec the face of th^-ii cmpoior* It is siil^ to bu 



the ‘ darshai»ians'" with the blessed si^ht ol his auspicious 
face. At about ten o'clock he went to the ‘ Divnn-i-Aam’® 
(in order to hold a public audience). In this assembly all 
officers bowed down to and saluted the emperor. The 
ministers and the treasurers represented to His \Iajesty 
the arrangements made for the crown servants, the facts 
about their good services, and the loyalty of inspectors, 

police officers, supervisors and district officers ; fulfilled the 

* * 

boeii Ai DcUti. The Moj'ul emperors used to sit on the balcony once or 
twice 4i dftv in order lo convince tlicir sabjccis th*!! they >vcrc alive 
Miiny devoted Hindus used to take their food in iho morning after seeing 
the royal lacc. From the eleventh year Aurungzebe ceased sitting at the 
Jharukha, which faced the Jainna» and forbade the assembling of the 
crowd beneath it only through his religious ideas, i66S, *Jharukha* or 
•Jhafuka* is an Ii^dian word lor a balcony or ^ terrace. •Darshan’ i» 5i 
Sanskrit word* derived from ^drash*, to see; hcncc it originally means 
*secing^ Then it means ^meeting a great person and seeing his face*. It 
is also a religious term among the Hindus who apply it to going into a 
temple to xe the idol and \\or:«hip it. * 

7. Those who assembled to sec the royal face. Cf. t>. O. Supra. 

S. One of the two places in the palace of the Mogul emperors. 

It was a large hall for the public audience. Oppo« * 0 ivan-i*Kha»t* 
M.scd by the nobles only. These two halU are still to be seen at Delhi* 
llernicr gives a >ery fine description ol them. He says : ** 1 must not forget 

the * AaiifO^KIi.is,' to which you at length arrive* alter passing the 
places just meiitioncJ. This is really a noble edifice; it consists 
of a large Mpiare court of arcades, not unlike our Place Koyal* with 
this iitffcrcnce, however* that the arcades of the * Aaiii^*Klias* have no 
buildings over them. Each arcade is separated by a wall* yet an such a 
manner that there is a small dour to pass from one to the other. Over the 
grand gate, situ.ited in the middle of one side of this court* is a capacious 
* Divafip* (raiscv! place) quite open on the side of the court, called * Rakar 
Klianeh* (Ch Let. XXVII). In this place %vhich thence derives its name arc 
kept the trumpets, or rather the hautboys «iiid t) iiibals* which play ill concert 
at certain hours ol the day and night. (Cf. Hindu * Cho^gadids*). To the 
ears of a European recently arrived* this music sounds very strangely* fur 
there are ten or twelve hautboys, and as many tymbals* which play 
together. One ol the hautboys* called * katna*. is a laihom and a half in 
length, and i'.s lower aperture cannot be less than a X rcuch foot. You 
m^v ^uege, (hcreforc, ol the roaring saund wbKh issues from the ‘ Nakar 
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desires ot every one and encouraged others. After the 
usual inspection of the imperial horses and elephants, ai 
eleven o’clock, he illumined (i.c. went to) the ‘Divon-i- 
Khas.'** In this place the secretaries reported to him the 
facts about the newly appointed ofticers and received Irom 

L^haoeh *. On my first urrival it stunned me so as to be insup¬ 
portable ; but supli i^ the power oi lubit ih*u thi% sauiu uoiw ijo\^ 
heard by me with pleasure; in the particularly when in bed and 

alar» on my terrace this music ^ounJv in my car'' solcinn^ ^rand arivl 
melodious* ThU i:* not altogether lobe wondered ai* since il is played 
by person:^ initruetcd irom inlancy in the rulo of mulod), and po'^sebsin^ 
ifie skill of modulating and turoiii^ the li;Ar>li sounds of llic hautboy an i 
• ymbal so as to produce a symphony far from disagreeable when heard M i 
'-^tain distance. I he * nakar khaneh * is placed in an elcvaied sitiiaiion, 
and remote from the royal apariuicnt*^* that the king may noi be annoyc i 
by the proximity of this music* 

•‘Opposite to the grand gate, whieh supports the ‘iiakar khanvir as yui' 
cross the courts is a large and niaguificcDl hall decorated with several 
row> of pillars, w'hich, hs well as the ceiling, are ail painted aiivl u\erhii<.l 
with gold* The hall is raised considerably from the ground and verv air), 
beirtg open on tlic three sides that look into the court. In the centre of tiu 
wall that separates the hall irom the seraglio, and higher from the flooi 
tlian a man can reach, i> :i wide and lofty opening, or large window*, whvi> 
the monarch evary da)*, about noon, sits upon his throne, wtlli some oi 
his sons %i his right and left ; while cuu^chs standing about the royal 
(>ersoD, flap away the flics with peacocks* tails, agitate the air with larg» 
fans. Immediately under the throne is .a ‘divan*, surrounded bv siKef 
on which are.assembled the whole body of Umards, the KaJ.is, find 
Uic ambassadors, all standing, their eyes bent downward, and their hands 
crossed. At a greater distance from the throne are the Mansabdars o* 
nilerior uniarar also standing in the same posture of profound rcvcrcu^c. 

1 he remainder of the spacious room, and indeed the whole court-yard :ua 
HI led with persons of all ranks, high and low, rich :*ud pot r ; because ii i" 
Ml this extensive hall that the king gives audience indiscriminately to dl 
hib *tubjccts ; hence it io called ‘ Aam^Khas *, or audience chamber of high 
and low.’* 

Iternicr further says : ** Ail the petitions held up in the crowd assftDibled 
in the ‘ Aam-Khas *, ore brought to the king and read in his lieariog , 
the persons concerned being ordered to approach arc examined by the 
monarch himself^ who ollcu jedrc*sses at the instant the wrongs Of tin, 
•'Sgfict cJ party.” 

<)• Cf. N« aupra. 

3 
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[\\%u lii 2 > hnal orders (regard in •;> them). Thev (further) 

related to him important facts and events occuring in every 

province ac^d considered orders* issued bv him regarding 

everv case* as iinal. These transactions were carried on 

lilt noon time. After tills lie directed his attention to take 

the special food \\liich was empliaticallv prepared from 

lawful means. For 5lrciit;ll;enin^; the boJv> (haying) strength 

for prayer* and giving justice i to his subjects), he look his 

dinner in proportion to the (nectl for) maintenance of life 

in the bodv. Then lie inijuired about tiie eating and 

drinkin" of those who were maintained by him and of those 

who were daily given food by him, must of whom were 

men of learning and excellence, seekers after knowledge* 

needy and poor persons, orphans* destitute and sick men ; 

and he used to recognise most of them with an ;ilch^iiy- 

like sight* (I'hcn; he retired into liis special sleeping room 

where he slept (ncarlv from eleven to one o'clock) lor u 

time with an awakened mind. At two o'clock he came 

* 

out from this room, performed ablution and eni*aged 
himself in reading the holy Koran. After sayini* the noon 
prayer, with sacred muttcrings oi» liis> lips and it. rosary in 
hands, he came to the 'Asad and took his seal 

tUere. There the chief ministers presented themselves 
before him and en^a«cd themselves In representinj^ to and 
producin'' before him the iinaitcial and political questions 
and presente*.! before him petitions to be sii^nc*!. At four 
o’clock he rclutiieJ to the ‘ DivJvn-i-A:im‘. At this lime 
the registrar and the private secretary presented, before 
his august presence, tliose who were recently appointed (in 
the slate service) ami those who wanted estates. His 
Majestv impiiieil carefully into the personal and ancestral 
qu.alil'ications, the pcrsciial ability and the merit of each of 
them ; and then issued orders for assigninj^ posts and fixing 

JU. Lit. ‘ ibe 'J uver ul tbe I.tun a tesver in ihu palace. 
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sums of money as ‘ Jii^hirs.’’ ’ After sunset lie retired from 
the ‘ Divtin-i-Aam’. offered eveninjj pravers and (then) 
entered his special private chamber. There were present 
sweet-tounged historians, eloc|uent storv-tellers, sweet- 
voiced musicians anti numerous •travellers. The females 
(were sittin<») behind the curtain, (while) the males, in 
front of it. In accordance with the dictates of His 
Majesty’s noblest and highest nature, each of thetn related 
stories of ancient great personages and kings and spoke 
about the wonders anti antiq^uities of different countries. In 
short. His Majestv passed, till midnight, the hours of <lav 
and night, in this manner; anti (thus) diti justice to life and 
sovereignty (/• c. spent Iiis time thus). As (niv) paternal 
love regarding (my) son is from the heart (t'.e. true and 
sincere) and not from the pen (i.r. f\!se), I was obliged to 
write and itifonn («ny) dear son what was good and 
valuable. I have penned what I have been able to recall 
to mind this time. Excuse me. 

f.ETTER XIII. 

Exalted son, Mahammad A’az.am, mav Got! protect 
and save yon. It seems vou riile very fast, (^'ou rode) so 
fast that Saiyad, vour canopy bearer, fell down on the 
ground and (soon) gave up the gliost. When you were 
here before me, yon were inuiKerent and absent-minded. 
You have seen inv manner of riding. Why have you acted 
contrary to that ?• (Verse) “ Ride slowlv and gentlv, but 
don’t ride pompously ;tn<i fast ; because a thousand dead 
bodies are burie<i in the ground beneath vour feet". 

LETTER XIV.^ 

Blessed son, Mahammad .A'azam, may God protect 
and sax'e vou. In order to please the most stupid Afazal, 

11. K^tales divert to ' maosabJars ’ for the maintenance of armien for 
the uxs of the emperor. 

1. This leucr reveals Aurungicbe’s sence of justice and his antip.-ilhy 

to tvmnts. Cf. Let. CLXX and LXVIII and CLfl. Aoruncrebe was ‘ the 

' * 


20 


voLi have not dismissed the tyrant, Hasan Beg of -Chakleh 
K'Xiri. The people, there are lamen-ting and bewailing and 
are much distressed. They sav (verse) “ If you~wilI not 
give 115 justice, there is the Dav of Judgment (doomsday) 
for our.justice (i. c. God will judge our cause)”. The real 
accountants- record the tvrannv of the officers in your and 
my -accounts. Know well for compensating, these actions 
(of lyr.anny from Hasan Beg) and enquire into the condi- 
tion.s of. the inhabitants of that place, otherwise the ‘ jiighir' 
iiill by taken .awav from vou and vou. will have no 
levompense for the loss. . ... 


LETTER X\'.^ 

Exalted son, I came to know that Mi^stafii Kiillli Beg, 
vour private secretary, performs your work carefully- This 
is snfticieni. If von will write to me for giving an 
additional post to and conferring the title of .a * Khtin' «>u 
him, I will favour him with them. An honest m.an is like 
unalloved gold. (Couplet) " Human beings arc found 
everywhere in this world, but their essence (i.e honesty) is 
found very rarely (i.c, there are many men in this world, 
but honest men are very few)”. One day, the late Sa'ad 
Alluh Khiin-, after being disengagcil from prayer, r.aised 

• 

in.iin ocean of justice Khan calU him a * iniUt and 

painslatctn^ ca*^N of approachi and fjenllc of inaiincr Anriinjj/cbe 

personally adrninistcred justtre to his people. He did not connt^’e at illegal 
extortion nr the opprc'^ion M the poor. ^ 

A 

'l'>vo anqcU who watch and <record the actions of c,vcry man and 
who arc supposed invisibly sitlui£» on both the shoulders of each man 

f a Mohemadan belief )• 

1. 1 his letter shews that Aarun^eebe loved honest men and liked to em¬ 

ploy diem in his service and fcwnrde^l them lor their honesty. Cl* l^et. XXXVI. 
^^>incwhcre he coinpl.iins that honest men were, very scarce in hit timfv 
Cf. !.cr. LVI nnd LXXX. 

' 'S.- Sa'ad Allah Khan Allumi or h'Ahhfimi‘was an able mtnfiler of Shah 
lehan and wan entitled ' Janilat-iil-Mijlk'» He was a Hindu convert and 
th^ most npri(;ht statesman of his ajje. Bernier calls him * the most'ac* 
conipli«heil Mate^man of A%ia *. Me ti>ok part with the prince Aiirnn^ehe 
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up hi.% hands, for a long time, asking lor blessings (frotn 
God). One of the impudent courtiers asked (him), “ What 
is your wish ? ” He replied, “ (I pray) to be an honest 
man”. Truly, he gave a ( very ) good reply. Though the 
quality of honesty and sincerity, bestowed by the High God 
upon (every) human being, is natural (in him from his very 
birth), it requires (the help of) encouragement and reward 
from the master, so that the serv.ant may live in a 
comfortable condition and in proportion to his condition he 
may be free from anv anxiety with regard to his, livelihood, 
and conscijuently worldly needs will not corrupt bis faith. 
(Verse) “ Because a happv and contented servant works 
more.” 


LETTER XVI. 

Exalted son. yon have requested me to give a ‘ Mdhi- 
i-Mariteb*' to Nasrat Jang'^. Though it is not a rule to 
give it to an inferior to a * Sesh-Hazari’^, I give it to him 

In the M>('e of Bolkh (1O46) and of K.indahar (16^*^-1651). Sliah Jeban seni 
him 10 Chitor in order 10 demolish iis fori ;u»d to punish the Ranj, Jaj^t 
Singh, the father of Kaj.'i Jai Singh (165J). He w.as murdered at the. inpiiga- 
lion of Dara in 1655. He >»'as a good schol.tr ; hence he was c.iUed 

'AlUmi* flcsmed). He w.is the patron of Abdul Hamid Lahori, the 
author of ‘ Badshah N.imeh •, a history of the first iwcnly years of Shah 
Jehan's reign. Aurung/.ebc refer* to him in these letters as n model diiring 
the long reign of Shah Jehan. Cf. Let. LIL 

The Order of the Fish, a title conferred on princes or other members 
of the royal f.iniily. It was also a hind of banner with the figure of the 
fith and other in sign ia (two balls), carried as an ensign upon an elephant by 
u prince or a member of the royal family. 

3. A son of As.ad Khan, otherwise known as Ztil Fikar Kliiin, and a 
brave general of Aurunga^be. Cf. Let. XCII, CXXXV, CLX to CLXI\ • 

3. A military title given to princes in the lime of the Moguls and 
iiitroduced by Akbar. It svas given to that member of ihe royal • family 
who commanded tix thousetnti soldiers. Princes who commanded soldiers 
numbering from 6000 to 10000 were called ‘ sesh-haeari *, ‘ haft-Kaaari , 
‘ dah-liarariand SO on. Those who commanded an army of 5000 men. 
or less than 5000, «. from 1000 to 5000, were called ‘ panj-h.aran *• 
‘chehar-harari', and so on. These latter titles were given fo nobles .and 

OC 1-^ « 



22 


:%s he has accomplished voiir two important affairs and also 
to please you. He will _<»et one of the * Miihi-i-Marutebs’ 
which have been brought (here), and thank (us) for this 
«rcat ^ift which is above dignity. 

Tlic torm • Annr of 5000' kWA n<»t imply ncturvl pos<c^sion ol 5000 
horsemen, tliou^li it mcimC 'io oricin.illv ? nn * Amir* of 5000 ^omcrimcs 
orJcrcil 10 keep only 500 kor!*c ; the rest was on paper only. The ‘ Monsah* 
liars* of loonptn 1000 were low persons raised to dij’nily by the emperor 
who Hdvc them laiuU ferihe horse llus tnainirxincJ for him. The Tmarns. 
mostly consist of ;uh rniurers from tliflercnl nations ; .md utc "cneraUy persons 
n( low descent* some li.ivin;^ been ori;;ifi dly slave', anti the maiorily bcin^ 
tiestilute of c'dticaiion. 'I'he Mo^miI raises them to lUiinitics, or dej^radcs 
them to obsctirits. rtccorJin;^ to his own pleasure ai>d caprice, some of the 
IJm.nrAs have the title of ha/ary, or lord of a thoiivtnil hof^ 5 some, of do- 
ha/nry, lord of two thousand horhc; si>mc <d dcdi-ha/arv, lord ol ten thousand 
horse ; and sometimes au I'inara has ihc title of doa/dch-ha^nry, lord of 
twelve thousand horse, as was the ease with the kind’s eldest son. Theiv 
pay is proportionate, not to the number of men, but to the number of horse^, 
And two horses arc tienerallv allossed to one cavalier.** Iternicr. Some¬ 
times vonte * j i^liirs * sire assij*ned to some of the Umaras for the payment of 
I heir R.alarj*, 'J he Uiiijr.is arc the • pillars of the empire *• Mansabdnrs 
are horsemen ssuth * inansab * pay which is a peculiar p.av, both honourable 
and considerable; not ccpial 10 that of the I'mar.as, but much greater than 
the common pay. Hence they arc looked on as petty Umara«. They ac¬ 
knowledge no other chief hut the kin^.'* Hemicr. 

**The whole of the army, from the Umara 10 the private soldier, is paid 
every two months* for ths kin*»'s pav is the onlv mcann of sustenance.** 
ftemier, 

** For this cause did His Majesty (#.r. Akbar) establish the ranks ol 
maiisabdars (olficcn;), from the 'dali-bashi * (commander of ten) to the * dah- 
hariiri * (commander of ten thousand), limiting;, hosvcvcr, all commands 
abosT r>ve thousand, to his august sons. The number of mansabs is sixty* 
six Ain-i«Akbari» 

* Fanj*)iarAri-i-r;it-i-sih-hazar '*aw.ir ’—a commands-r of 5000,"personally, 
jnd in actual command of 3000 cavalry. 

* Panj-harari, pan3*hAz.tr saw.ir-i-dri-aspeh-sth-aspch a commander of 
$000, contin^^ent 500D cavalry, with two horses, with three horses. 

A trooper is c;t 1 led * dti-Aspch *, if he has Iwo horses, and * sih-aspeh*, if 
three, in orilcr to chance horses during * clphars * or forced marches. The 
higher • mnn<abdars * were mostly governotH of sub.\h (provinces). AkbAr\ 
Mansabdars had larger contingents, especially more horses, than the Man* 
s.abdars of the following reigns, during which th^ brevet ranks (2At) werr 
multiplied. The monthly salaries of the Mansabdars raried from Rs. 60000 
to Rs. foo. 
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LETTER XVll. 

Exalted bon, Mir Khan,^ the superintendent ol the 
provinces beloTiging to your ariuy» refuses to govern the 
district of ‘ Sakra* and wants anothci district in return for 
it. We have small sum of money and many have a demand 
for this (Lc. we have got a few province^ and there arc 
many persons demanding them). I he flesh and bones 
should be distributed equally. 1 here is no possibility of 
getting a sub stit ute for * Sakra\ You should write to him 
to find out the difference between the two sums of money* 
produced by the district of ‘ bakni' and by the other 
district which he wants in return for ‘ Sakni ; and I will 
pay that difference to him in money. 


j686. letter XVlIl. 

Happy son, iMahatninad A’a^cani, may God protect 
and save you. I came to know from the events (that have 
happened) in tlic province of Malwii,^ tliatthe blind-minded 
Pahiir Singh, through his great pride and haughtiness, 
became the source of sedition and rebellion* and raised the 
standard of rebellion agaiKst (us); (but) he was killed by 
Taluk Chand-S tlie assistant to (my) dear and fortunate son 
(t.e. A’a^am)'s minister, and entered lielH. Thank God 

I. .Mini-sicr to Prince A*a^ani. He %va:> appointed -ovcriior of 
burh-inpur, in i 6 « 6 . Hi^ najnc '%a> into Amir Khuu by Aurung^ebc 

in \vhoMj court he >>a 4 anoblc. 1 here \>crc many men in Auiuii^rcbe •• 
court bcarin;^ llii^ name. Cf. Kd. CLX\ IH anJ XCIX. 

I. Cf. LcU Xh 

Aiiolbcr instance of Aur«i»} 4 *cbc'si Jatiaticis>i» «»ll» i«iiard to llic 
1 fill Cf. Let. II, LXV :uij CMU. 

j. Deputy minUlcr to A'azaiu, wUo kilkd with a» arrow l ahar Smt'l| 
tiurkch who had rebelled near Ujian. i086. For this service Taluk Chand 
uas honoured with ihc title ol Hai Uayau and given a robe of honour b> 
Aurungzebe. In Maasiti Alamglrk he is iiatued Maluk Chand vbire tlu 
author says he was given the title of * haft-tadi - 

4. 4.8 bc'.ng an infidel Hiodu-ra further evidence of Aurun^cebu s btgot- 

ry. Cf. M>in«r.- hat similar words in uonneclion vltK Shivaji’a death uicd by 
Khali Klran—‘ Kafar bah jahnam rail’ i c. the infidel (Shivaji) >N'col to hull. 
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under any circumstance. (Couplet) I sacrifice myself 
before Thee, O God, for Thy favour to me.” Truly, the 
accomplishment of this affair is through your generous 
encouragement (to servants) ; because you make the state 
servants do government affairs by encouraging and patronis¬ 
ing them. For this I congratulate you and send you a 
necklace ' of pearls worth Rs. 50000.'’ As this Hindu ( i.c. 
Taltik Chand) has verified the proverb that ‘ the sparrow 
( i.e. Taluk Chand being a Bania or Marwari ) has bravely 
killed the hawk ( 1 e. Pahitr Singh being a Rajput)’. I 
c.xalt him by giving him a personal ( not hereditary ) title 
of * Pan-Sadi^ .a hundred cavaliers, a (Hindu) title of 
‘RjIo','* a robe of honour, a sword and a horse. You should 
also favour him, who has distinguished himself among his 
equals, by sending him a letter of encomium and praise and 
assigning him the independent governorship of a province, 
so that other servants may be induced to render good 
service in the expectation of a reward. 

1704. LETTER XIXK 

Exalted son, may God protect you. To take away the 

5. Tl>e word lor a necklace in the text is ‘Mala an Indian word, the 
Tcr^iaf) equivalent ior >vhicl> is * h.ir *• 

Oa Tlic Uupcc rounds and clc\cu and one iiaU ‘ Masliask' (li 

.Mashas bein^; one tola)* It sviis fir^t introduced in the lime of Shcr KKan» 
It WHS perfected durini; this (Akbar*^) Tci(*ni and received new stamps on 
one bide* ‘ Allaliu Akbar, jalia jtdaiulni and on the other the date* Ah 
though the iii.irkct price i:i ^omettme^ more or lc»» than forty ^dainb , >ei 
this ^aluc is always set upon it iu the paymciii of salariesAtn-i-Akbari* 

Now at the pre^fcni time one rupee is equal to siNtecii * aiina^ * and 
tecii rupees niuke one Eii^lirh pound. 

7. Ch Let. IN'. 

8 . A Sanskrit word, meaning a * kiai^ \ >oiiiethin|; like * Kaja *• Huu 
«ttid Kaja are otvcn oIoii icaUy the same but different to si^niheation* CL 
• Kao Sahib \ anvl * Kao Bahadur *. 

j, Certain pasra^^es in .Nurun^zebc^s letters to prince A*aMni ( i.r. 
thia letter and IcUer XXXVIl ) when viceroy of Gujarat (t 7 o 3 *t 7^5 )• ahc« 
how keen .and bhruwd an interest the a;'cd inonarrli maintained in the 
j-tuvcrnincnl of Ins wecroyi. 
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‘ faujdarship of Sorath^ from Fateh Jang Hhan of tlie Bali'* 
tribe and to give it to the supcrinteodent of the palace® 
is like breaking a sound bottle with one’s own hand (i.c. will 
spoil the matter ). In the province of Gujarat, the Bali tribe 
have great respect and pride for the military profession. 
To give the ‘ foujdarship' of that province to others 

J. “ la ihe same wav that His Majesty Akbar ), for the prosperity 
o^ the empire, h^s appointed a eommunder of the forces for each province, 
so by Ins rccUtude of )uJ^meiit and wise statesmanship he apportions several 
* paragaouhs ’ (districts) to the care* of one of his tru»ty, just and disiioguisKcd 
servants, appreciatisc of what is cquitablcj and fatihful to his engagements ; 
and him they style by the above name (r.r. faujdar). As a subordinate and 
assistant he holds the first placo« Should a cultivator or a colle'Ctor of the 
crown lands, or an assignee of government estates prove rebellious, he* should 
induce him to submit by fair words, and if Uiis fail, he shall take the svritten 
evidence of the principal officers and proceed to chastise him. When he has 
captured the rebel camp, he must observe equity in the division of the spoil 
and reserve a fifth for the royal exehequer. He should constaully inspect 
the horses and accoutrements of the troops*’* Ain«i*.\kbari. 

iVis Majesty (Akbar) has appointed a superintendent over every troop 
of ten, twenty, and thirty elephants. Such a troop is called u * halquah ’ ; the 
superintendent is called * faujdar Ills business is to look after the condition 
and the training of the elephants”# ** Thus the * faujdars * were more on the 
fooling of feudatories than the * jaghirdars ’ Ain*i*Akbari« 

3. A district in fCithi.iwar, under the rule of the Moguls* It is also 
the name of the whole peninsula of Kathiawar itself svluch is situated oti iliv 
wc*st of Gujarat. Sorath is the corrupted form of Sanskrit * SaurTashlra, ' 
country of the Saurs. It was here in Dwdrka that the celebrated Krishna of 
the Hindus died* Not the whole of Kathiawar but only a part of it belonged 
to the Moguls* Now the whole of Kathiawar is native* Sorath was assigned 
as a personal estate to Prince A'azam. j6S.{« 

4. ndli or Bdbi, a war-likc Afgluui tribe of Kdthidwdr^ rose into grc.it 
importance in the time of the Moguls, especially of Aurungsebe* TItc wclU 
known Safdar Klidn belonged to this tribe* 

5. A title applied to a person, called * vajir ’ (or visicr), who has in his 
ch;irgc the affairs of the palace in contradistinction to that .applied to a 
person, called * dtvdn*, who has in his charge the affairs of the country*. 
Tlicsc titles arc still in use in the native slaters of Kathiawar* 

6* In 1669 he was appointed faujddr of Muttra in place oi Sal Shekan 
Khan* Fur * ponj^ha^ariatia m: Let* XVI* 

4 
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save this tribe is far from wisdom. The * Panj-Hazarians *, 
like Hasan AU Khan/* son of -Ali Vardi Khiin/ and Saf 
Shekan Khtin'^ and others, had been appointed to the ‘ fauj- 
darship ' of Sorath in order to manage it. It will be desir¬ 
able if your superintendents follow the footsteps of the 
deceased Sliuja ’ at Khan-'. Otherwise as this is the pro¬ 
vince of Gujarat, may God forbid, there will be disorder 
and confusion^*'. It will take a long time to restore peace 
and order there. Otlier things depend upon your choice. 
(Couplet) “ I won’t tell you not to do this and to do that; 
listen to advice which will render your work easy ”. May 
your end terminate in safety (i.c. All’s well that ends well). 


LETTER XXd ’ 

E.\altcd son, through the representations of the spies 
I have come to know that the royal road between BahiidCr 
pur® and KhOjasteh-bunhid*'* is not free from danger. 
Highwaymen rob the merchants^ and travellers of their 
goods. Wayfarc^frcannot Ir.avel in security. When such 
robbery takes place near the quarters of your and my 
armies (at .\hmcdabiid and Bt’irhiinpur), woe to the condi¬ 
tion of distant roads/ It seems that the reporters*''’ do not 

y. /.C-. Am.in >v 1 io \va& ;)ppo'>n(ckl laujdar o( the vicinity ol 

Akbar.ib.ul in l 60 <). 

Sr nift rt.iiiic Slitija* At K!i«in witu rccvivctl ilic itllc o( Sal 

Sbekan KU.in in 1OS5. In 1OS7 he: was appointed superintendent uf artillery. 
In the s«itnc yoir lie was iiiiprisoncJ for i|uarrcllin^ wilb^Firur Jang« during 
tlic ol HaiJerabadr Hut allcf a time he was released* 

Cf* Let* CXVIl. He died in 1703 at Aliiucdab;id. 

so. Here Aurun|*^cbc exhibits a mistaken notion about the peopled 
Gupirat who arc generally milder and less turbulent than thoM: ol the other 
parts ol India. 

t* This letter is a furilier testimony uf Aurungrebe's anxiety lor the 
welfare of his subjects. Cf« I..ct. VI 1 . 11 is chief aim seems to have been to 

maintain order and peace among them and to suppress robbery and sedition. 

j« A rich town near Hurhanpur^ in Khandesh^ plundered by Sambhaji 
(1631). There is another :*inall town ol the same name near Ucnarcs^ in the 
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furnish you with true accounts. Carelessness and indiffer¬ 
ence are contrary to the way of kingship and sovereignty. 
(Now) you should appoint new reporters and give them 
warning and punish the former ones. Prepare an army to 
extirpate these ruffians and to free the rov.al road from the 
machinations of these loafers. How long will you allow 
this shameful mismanagement to go on ? (Couplet) “ 1 
don't ask you cither to suffer a loss or to gain an advant¬ 
age. O You ! who are losing an opportunity, whatever 
you want to do, do it soon (j.c. don’t lose the opportunitv 
of doing a thing),” Nfay j’Ou be happy. 


LETTER XXI. 

Dear and glorious son, a white water pot, of Chinese 
make and of good material, which is now very rare, and a 
• kachakrti chair, were presented to me. I have sent these 
two things to (you), my dear son. You should thank me 
for these two rarities ; and, in return for these, send me a 

United Provinces, where Shuja was Jek^ateJ by K.ija Jni Sin^h who was 
sent by Dara against hini^ in There Is a third town of the SAtnc name 

In Gujarat near Daroda. 

Auruni^abad^ a to^N'n lo H.H» the Nizamis dominion, (ounJeJ In 
t6io by Malik Ambar of the Deccan. Its original name was Kharkee. Wlien 
for the second time Aurungzebe was viceroy of the Deccan he called it Au- 
rungabad (Aurungzebe^s City) after his own name and made it the seat of hl$ 
government. It lit. means * (of) a happy foundatIon4* 

4 f. The word for merchants in the Persian icxi is * beparian an Indian 
termi a Pers* equivalent for which is * saudagaran*' 

5* ** Hit Majesty (t.t. Akbar) has .appointed fourteen zealouSp cxpericnc* 

cd, and impartial clerks, two of whom do daily duty in rotation, so that the 
turn of each comet after a fortnight* Thcif* duty is to write down the orders 
and the doings of II. M. and whatever the heads of the departments report/* 
AinM^Akbari. From several places in the * Tu£uk*i*Jehangiri we see that 
the Bakhshis of the Subahs often held the post of ' vakch navis * (recorder or 
reporter) at the same time. Ch Let. XXVIL 

x« An Indian word for a substance made of the shell of a tortoise. 

a. Cf. Uet. IX* 


V 
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basket full of manj^oes," without mimling what has already 
happened. 


LETTER XXII. 

Exalted son, I remember that one day I paid a visit to 
Miyan Abdxil Latif^—may his tomb be sanctified. During 
the conversation, 1 said, “ If you permit me 1 will fix (the 
income of) some villages of the Kaharkun- district for 
(ilcfraying) the expenses of the monastery He recited, 
with his holy tongue, these two hemestichs : “ I am placed 

uiHlcr an obligation when the king grants me villages ; but 
1 am not nmler an obligation when God gives me food 
1 replied, “ It is so ; but 1 join the service of the memli- 
cants and piovis men, for the gooil and welfare of this work!, 
for my own happiness, and for the fulfilment of (my) prayer 
for the increase of happiness and fortune, and not for putt¬ 
ing them under any obligation The Ntiyiin said, “ Truly, 
the intention of the mind is good, if it is from the very 
bottom of the heart. Receive only half of the revenue 
which you now obtain from your subjects (peasants) and 
take less than even half from the hard-working and helpless 
peasants.^ Fix monthly allowances on the mendicants, 
who put faith in God, who do not beg, and live in deserts. 
Administer justice (carefully) to the oppressed in such a 
way that no one will be deprived of his right. Don’t allow 
the weak to be oppressed by the tyrants. (Then) you will 


t. SheikU Abdul Lalif* a Mohemadan saint o( nurb;inpur» wUo lived in 
the time of Aurung7cbc« He wa« a contemporary of Sheikh BCirhani the 
founder of llurhanpur* Aumn^^zebe had great faith in him. He was a strict 
follower of Islam and did not like music like the emperor. Sheikh Hurluan 
was very proud of him and used to say that he thanked God that his con* 
temporary was so pious and religious. * Miyan * is a Hindustani title of 
respect generally applied to the Mohemad.ans« Cf. Let. CLXXIX and XCIL 

/«r. Kahargaon^ i.#* Htjagarh^ a town and district between the Nar* 
hudd.i and the Tapti, about 6q mtlcs N. W. of Hurhanptir. 
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see increase in your liappiness Immciliately these words 
of the Mij’iln reminded me of the complaints of the inhabi¬ 
tants of Chakleh fCuni,^ and so involuntarily I wrote this 
letter to you. May you be happy. 


1704. LETTER XXIII.i 

Exalted son, the artillery and palace superintendent- 
has been appointed (by you) the police officer of Naviih^ of 
Ahmedabild.'* He appoints his vulture-like (ic. bribe-receiv¬ 
ing) relatives and friends to ‘ patelships ’ The complainants 
against the power of the above-mentioned superintendent 
do not get admittance into your court. Robbers and vaga- 

Aurun^j7ebc ^cems to have approveJ of anJ acteJ accorJinj^ lo llic 
a Jvice given by tlie Miyan. 

CbLct. XIV. 

I, This Idler is a further evidence of Aurung7cl>e’s sense of justice to* 
wards his subjects and his care for their welfare. On another day of the 
week he (Auruogzcbc) devotes two hours to hear in pris^ate the petitions of 
ten persons, selected from the lower orders, and presented to the king by a 
good and rich old man. Nor does he fail lo attend the justice chamber, 
called • adalat khanch\ on another day of the week, attended by the two 
principal cadis, or chief justice^. It is evident, therefore, that barbarous as 
we are apt to consider the sovereigns ol Asia, they are not always unmindful 
of the justice that is due to iheir subjects Bernier* 

He (Aurungzebe) appears two or three times everyday in his court of 
audience with a pleasing countenance and mild look, to dispense justice to 
complainants who come in numbers without any hindrance, and as he listens 
them with great atreniion, they make their representalioos without any fear 
or hesitation, and obtain redress from his impartiality (Mir^At-i-Alam), 

Khafi Khan says that Aurungrebc was a very just king. 

a* /.e. Aman Allah Beg. Cl. LcU XXWII* 

3. Possibly it might be Karanagar, a town in Kalhiawar, annexed to 
Gujaral by Kutbudin, viceroy of Gujarat, and named Islamabad, 1664. 

4. A district and large town in Gujarat. This city stands on the 
Sabarmatl and was founded in 14x0 by Ahmed Shah I of Gujarat, It was the 
capital of the Mohemadan kings of Gujarat. Afterwards it became the scat 
of the Mogul governors of Gujarat, Now it is a centre of many industries, 
esp., cotton. 
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bonds have become tlie companions of his son-in-law who 
afflict God’s people (our subjects). I wonder what answer 
we shall give on the day of judgment.'* The Holy and 
High God is just. If we appoint a tyrant (to a post), every 
act of oppression perpetrated by the oppressor appointed 
by us is just. It is we who allow oppression by giving 
power to tyr.mts and withholding justice from the oppress¬ 
ed. (Couplet) “ Wheat grows from wheat, and barley, 
from barley ; don’t be indifferent about the reward of (your) 
action (i.c. as you sow, so shall you reap).’' 


LKTTEK XXIV. 

Exalted son, how long will the old lady like Znliedeh 
B:inO^ remain in a miserable plight ?, She has a claim on 
you anti me. Her grandsons suffered punishment for their 
actions. Her rights should not be disregarded. You 
will remember how one day when the elephant of 


The latter (i.r. AhmeJabad) U a noble city in a slate of pro¬ 

sperity. For flic pleasantness of its climate and its display of the choicest 
productions of tlic whole ^tobc it is almost unrivalled* It has two forts. 
The city contains looo sione mosques, each having two minarets and rare 
inscriptions "* Atn-i-Akbari. 

The Mohemndan hisiorians, especially of Gujarat, call it ‘ The Orna* 
ment of Cities % 

5. Headships of villages. The word in the {ext is * thanejat % an Indian 
word with the Persian plural* * Tliana * or * (hanch * literally means a garri* 
son ; but it also means the * militar>* post at which the inferior revenue 
officers arc stationed to proicct the couniry, aid the police* and collect the 
revenue; whether ihc station be a fori or an open village** 

6. Here Aurungzebe reveals himself ns a God-fearing and religious man* 
Ch LcU XX\" 1 II» Aurungzebe was a Puritan in religious views and may be 
compared with Croms\'ell, his English contemporary* Ilo svns a devout 
Mohemadan, a strict Sunni, and a true Muslim* Except the performance of 
the pilgrimage he practised strictly all the religious tenets and beliefs* 

I* A foster mother of A^asam* Cf* Let. CLXXIX* 

a. He took part in the siege of Ilijapur by Raja Jai Singh* i666* 
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Fateh Jang Khnn- made an attack upon \ou, Mir Badho-^ 
displayed bravery like Rustam^. He restrained the elephant 
from fury. (But) he did not accept a robe of honour granted 
by me (and said), “ I have done my duty as a man born in 
this house ; and why should I accept wages (i.c. the robe of 
honour) for this ? For the sake of God and for my sake, 
eradicate the old (feeling of) revenge from (your) heart. 
Favour this old lady who has no kind man except you to 
shew kindness (to her). (Couplet) “ Increase your kindness 
to the old members of your family, because those favoured 
by you will never prove faithless/’ 

LETTER XXV. 

Exalted son, the letter of A'atimad Khan' is not a re¬ 
velation that it should be acted upon per force. After the 
necessary inquiry an order will be issued. 

LETTER A'XVI, 

Exalted son, one day Sa’ad Allah Kh>ln' came late in 
His Majesty (Shsih Jclian)’s presence. H. M. asked the 
cause. He replied, “ I was reading some passages from a 
book .and copying them down in order to shew them to 
Your Majesty. (They are here, as follow). ‘ The stability 
of the foundation of sovereignty depends upon justice. A 
kingdom and property increase through bravery and cha- 

3* A son of Xahcilcli Banu. Cf. Let* XL^^ This cvgnt (l68|) men* 
lioned by (he aiidior of Mansir-i*Alam^iri« But he doct> riol mention (he 
name of Mir BaJliu >vho SiivcJ the life of A*a/ain« 

A famous hero of ancient Persia, well known lor his extraordinary 
bircji^tli. He performed seven exploits in one of whicli he fought with the 
While Demon and killed him. Unknowingly he fought with Ins own son 
Sohrab and killed him. He ^vas a son of ZaK Kakhsh was his favourite 
eliargcr who died with his master, liis fight with the I^crsian AsianJiur is 
well known. He may be compared with the Greek Hercules and the Indian 
lUiim* I^ustani literally means, in Persian, * 1 escaped (from (he throes) 
words uttered by Kudabch^ I^ustoni's mother, immediately she gave birth to 
her son and was relieved from the pains of childbirth* 

I* Superintendent (Mulsadi) of the port of Surai^ entitled Mulla Tuliir. 
He was a friend and companion of Shuj.i*at Kluin*i*Isphani of Ahinedabad. 
He was much respected by Aurung^ebe wlio made him a * dudaa^ari.* lu 
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rity.- You should keep company with the wise and the 
learned and avoid the company of fools. It is a sign of 
wisdom to act according to one’s conviction and to remain 
firm in the midst of hardships. You should not be deficient 
in worldly affairs (or duties) and should be pleased with 
your contrivance. One should thank God for the destiny 
of the permanency of his family. Shew mercy to the 
orphans. If you desire that you should never be in need, 
fulfil the desires of the needy. The execution of state 
affairs depends upon the advice and counsel of ministers. 
Conquest and victory depend upon the blessings of the 
mendicants. If you w.ant to have sound health, pray (to 
God) for the remedying of the diseases of the sick. If you 
wish to have forgiveness for your crimes from God, first 
pardon the crimes of other criminals His Majesty was 

was much pleased and kissed the forehead of the deceased 
K.han. At the end of the day (i.c. in evening) he presented 
the above-mentioned K.h»in some Mahmudi=* bundles, em¬ 
broidered in gold and of one colour. I thought that I 
should not enjoy the benefit of these maxims alone, consc- 
(|uently I wrote these things for my dear son. May the 
grace of God be with your actions in order to enable you 
to follow these instructions. _ 

lie wA". ordered Hy Aurunj'r.tbc to )oin Saiyad yakiil Klian oi Janjira 
.iml lo attack and capture noiubay, a lorl of llic who had plundcr- 

,.d the roy.al ship • Ganj Stvai * ne.ir Sural, luu meanwhile the Kiijilish 
made humili.vlinR Icriiis with the emperor and thus llombay was s.ivcd. 
Afterwards the Khan was made ‘divan’ (minister) of .\hniedabad. He 
had a brother named Aka Malianimail Zeman who quarrelled wilh him and 
never saw the face of his brother A'aliinad Kh.in till his de-ith. He died 
in ifK;H ; and his son Muhammad Muhsin was made minister (of Ahmed- 
abad). His original name was Ainanat Khan and he w.as hoiiouied with the 
title of A’.itimad Khan in i<’>90. C. I. Let. XLN. 

1. C. f. Let. XV, XXXIV and CUV. 

2. It is a {{encral belief that God increases one's wc.alth as one gives 
away more and more of it in charity. 

3. A kind of cloth introduced by Mahmud of Ghazni. The word for a 
bondle in tiie text is ‘ than an Ittdiutt word, its Persian equivalent being 
* takcli 



LETTER XXVil. 


Happy soil, Mahammad A’azam, may God protect 
and save you. It seems that the son of the superintendent 
of your palace gambles in the druinmery-' Alas ! alas ! 
notwithstanding your claim to sovereignty (after iny death) 
you shew so much indifference and carelessness.- Why do 
the reporters^’ not supply j'ou ^vith information ? They 
must be screening their friend (the son of the superinten¬ 
dent). .Appoint new reporters and warn them against this. 

li;tti:r xxvih.* 

Exalted son, it seems that you passed one month in 
shooting cranes near the river 'Eal.- Though hunting'* is 

I* The wurJ Ml cIjc text is ‘ X.ih.ir k)Kincli\ .111 fnJi.in term. It is 
the iil.isc where u dr«iin 15 bvaica IWc liino a Jay. Cl. I.et. \ll. n. 8 . 
“(•oriMcrly the hand playcJ lour ‘;'haris’ (cho;4aJtas) before ihc coiuineuecmcnl 
oi the nii^ht, iUiJ likewise four ‘^^haris.* before Ju> break ; iio>\ they pluv 
at iiMJiii^hf» AN lien the bun eomriieueei* hi:> .TveenI, aiul llic bCcOJul iiiiic 
«iL Ja\\n**« A!n*i*Akbari. 

e. Here Aurun^/ebc sccjus io coii&iJcr A'a/ain Jus succebhor thouj;Ji lie 
WAS hi$ third son. He loved hiiii more than his other sons, and therefore lie 
seems to cnlcriain this desire. Cl. Let. XLI and LXVIl. 

3* Tlic word lor reporters in the text is *harkarha^, an Indian word 
Uori;;inaUy means men employed by tnerchaiits lor siijiplyiii^ (hem ANilh 
information ; then, it came to mean spies. Here it is used lor reporters, 
** Aurun^/cbe appointed official reporters who iiilornied Jiiin of all that 
went on in the most distant as well as the nearest districts and who were 
a check upon the lociil ofltcials**. **]t is true that the Great Mogul sends 
^Vakca Navis* to the various provinces ; tliat is, persons whose business 
it is to communicate every event that takes place ; but there is generally 
a disgraceful collusion bclAvccn these officers and the governor, so that 
their presence seldom restrains the tyranny exercised over the unhappy 
people**. Bernier. Cf. Let. XX- 

1. From this it seems that A'azam was of an idle nature' and %lid 
not pay much attention to state affairs. Cf. Let. XII & CVL Tliis further 
proves that Aurungzebc was alivays busy and liked to manage all 
goA'cmment affairs himself (Ihrotigh distrust ? ). 

a. Tal or Tali, a riA*er in Khanilc*^h ;ind in lh*r.*ir. 
j. Cl. Let. XIL 
D 



an occupation which Rives pleasure and delicious food, yet 

it is more pleasant when indulged in after being disengaged 
from the execution of important aHairs, to do which is your 
bounden duty ; chiefly (after being disengaged from) per¬ 
forming the rights of sovereignty, which, acceding o 
religion and custom, should be done properly. 7. 
ponsibilities of these (rights of sovereignty) arc enjoined by 
reliable traditions, well-known histories and other works. 
They should be given priority to all other duties. I yo« 
arc convinced of the execution of the aHairs of one district, 
why don't you engage yourself in the management of the 
affairs of Kh.in Jelmn, .\’akcl Khun, Shuju’at Khun, and 
Muhammad Beg ? •* You (like) the pleasure of game while 
I enjoy myself in coiuiucring fortresses and subduing 
Alas! what will be your position in this life and m the hlc 
after? (Couplet) “There arc many who advise others, 
in this world ; but there are very few who advise them¬ 
selves." Life passes away in vain and we can do nothing. 
What answer shall we give to God after death .•* “ (Verse) 
“ O God! have mercy upon our condition. 


riiis sl.uw. Il.al Auri.UH/cbc u^cJ lo lulcrkrc ii. the of lus 

oHicers mul subordinates ibrowKb su-.pi..ion and d»strust. 

Khan Jehan Ual.adnr/.afar Jany Kokallash. a foster-brolhcr of 
and a yreat noblcn.an in the imperial eourl, bis original j 

Husain. In .67. he was sent to iKe Dccean a, yovernor. ^ 

Ihc fortress of Sural against Shivaji. He was sent agamsl Abul Ilas^. 
kiuK of Colconda. In 1674 Aurunjjrcbe raised him from the r.rnk of 7 ^ 

10 that of 7000 and conferred upon him the title of Khan Jehan hahudur 
/alarj.ani.. In 1(..>I he appointed -overnor of Allahabad. In llic 

same year he was made Kovernor of the Punjab. He ‘‘•'d »" 
\uruntf/ebc xxas j;rc..lly offended with him lor his inactivity and failure iii 
war. He took pan in the Dceean War. He seems to bo the author of 
•Tarikh-i-Ass-W (History of Assam). ‘He did not 

often received bribes from the Mahrall.as. Cf. Let. XCII. ” ”, 

CXXXIV. For A’akcl Kh.^n, Cfe Lcl. CLXVII ; U^t Slxuitt M Mian, Cl. 
Let. CXVII ; unil lor Cl. l-vt. XXXH* 

Cl* Lot* XXIll- 


LETTER XXIX. 

Exalted son, thougli the young son (A’a^am) does not 
love the old father, the old father loves the young son. 
(Verse) “ Come, and remove the mountain of grief (i.e., ex¬ 
cessive grief) from otir hearts.’^ 

LETTER XXX. 

Exalted son, Muhammad Anwar the merchant has no 
ability to manage the affairs of the sea-ports of Ashi. 
From this it appears that not withstanding (your) perfect 
wisdom, sagacity, and deep consideration, you have 
appointed a thief to keep watch (which is absurd). You 
should not issue such a foolish order in future. 

1704. LETTER XXXI. 

Exalted son, the town of Diihad,’ situated in a district 
of Gujarat, is the birthplace of this sinner, full of sins {i. e, 
Aurungzebe himself). You should learn to shew proper 
kir\,dness to the inhabitants of this town.* You should 
shew favour to Pir Manklni,'* who has been the police 
officer of this town for a long time, and should keep him in 
his own post. For Pir Mankhii’s sake, you should not listen 
to the slander of the selfish, for whom it may be said that 
‘ in their heart there is a disease (of hypocrisy) which God 
Increases.’ * (Verse) “ A king must possess one general 
eye for shewing favour to the weak, and one special eye 
for shewing favour to some favourites (i.e.» a king should 
shew his kindness and favour, generally to the weak and 
especially to his favourites).’* 

I. Or DahoJ, a town in Gujarat, between liaroJa and Ujjain, on the 
borders of Gujarat and Malva, birthplace of Aurung*cbe. Cl. Let. 

LVIII. Aurnngzcbc was born here {1618) when Shah jehan, his father, was 

governor of the Deccan, in the lime of Jehangir. The date of his birth 
may be found from the Persian phrase ‘Aftab.i-.MnmIab’(the world.shining 
sun), 1. r. loaS A. II., «. r. 1618 A. D. 

3. Here Aiirungrebe seems to shew liis narrow-mimledne*^. 

3. Cf. Let. I.VIII. 

.A passage In the Koran about hypocrisy. 
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I7o^. LETTER XXXII. 

KxallcJ son, MuhamniaJ Be«,’ your servant, deserted 
and went over to tlie misled and miserable enemy. It is 
said about him that he has been descended from the tribe 
of Mii’atemad Khun,= the minister of the Deccan. He 
(Muhammad Beg) was your minister and private secretary. 
Undoubtedly the new servants bore malice and spite against 
the old one (ire., Muhammad Beg). \ou should recall this de¬ 
serter and seni^ him to me. The bad property should be at¬ 
tached to the beardofitsmaster(i.e., Muhammad Beg should 
be surrendered to me). Otherwise you should write (to me) 
that after being informed of his condition, he niay be 
called. 


1704. LKTri'-R XXXIII. 

I'.xallcd son, the bones of Shujji'at Xhun Muhammad 
Reg’ are not yet rotten (/.r , he died only a short wlyle 
ago). 'I'hc rights of ShOja'at Khun’s service should not he 
overlooked. He has two survivors, two sons-in-law and 
one ailopted son.- Why have you <lismissed these heirs of 

Slmju’at Khiin for (their) slight offence, the truth or untruth 
of which is known to God (alone) ? *1 o dismiss a Mohema- 


I. Mtihainin.-ul litfR Klian of AlinieJabaJ, a Reneral of Aurung*ebe. He 
led the ro\al army at .\hmedabad ag:i 5 nsl the Mabraltas near the Narbada. 
1703. The Koli* of Gujarat assisted him in this enterprise. The Mahrattas 
were defeated and fled away, .\fterwardt the imperial army was stirprised 
by the Mahrattas and many were killed. In 16S5 he was supcrinlendcnl of 
*%nrat. In ^>98 he was governor of Soralh. 

a. In 1670 he was appointed fortress.keeper of Akabarabad. In 1681 
he died at Gwalior. There svas another man, called Deev .\(ghan, son of 
Dianat Khan, who >vns also honoured tviih this title of Mu'atemad Khan in 
1681 and was made In the same y<nr superintendent of the branding 
department. He died in 1691. 

Cf. Let. C.WII. 

3. Cf. Let. XXXVIir and CXXVllI. 
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tian foi* the sake of a Hindu is an unreasonable act.- 


LETTER XXXIV. 

Exalted son, Mandeswar, the greatest district of the 
province of MiUv»i, has been granted to you as a ‘ j 4 ghir.’ ^ 
In former times Sar Buland Kluin,- Hasan Ali Khan,^ and a 
great officer like Navazesh Khnn-i-I^umi, had been appointed 
police officers of this district. This light of my eyes (i.e., 
my dear son) should send there an intelligent, honest, and 
brave officer. One day it was said in the presence of His 
Majesty (Shiih Jehan) that the splendour of the house, the 
increase of property, and the prosperity of the ‘ jaghir 
districts, of Sa’ad Alh'kh Khun * depended upon (the 
management of) Abdul Nabi, his secretary, and that the 
Khun himself spent his time zealously in the (discharge of) 
state alfairs. Once, His .Majesty, by way of suggestion, 
told him, “ I have heard that you jiossess the philosopher's 

3« This shows .\uiim^j/cbc’s parii.ilily Jor his :inU 

antipathy lo tUv llimliis, hirihcr prnvcs that he was not of a catholic 

iiiiiuU Aurun;'/ebo reinoscti capable lltiulii ofhci:)ls» AhhaCi 

from the slate service nntl rcpl.iceil infcriAf Mnslirns in their places. 
Ivhafi Kh:in states in his history ihni Aiirnn^'/cbe, in 1673, issuctl orders to 
Various |'0%'crnors of ihc empire to the effect that the Hindus should be 

dismissed from government service nnd be replaced by the Mohemndans ; but 
the order was not properly carried into clfect. 

I* ** The kiugtns j'roprietor of the lamh UKtkes over a ccri.ain quantity 
10 military men, as an equivalent for their pav ; and this called 

•jagliir’, or, as in Turkey, Miniar* 5 tlie word •jaRhir*, signifyipg the tf'ot from 
which to 4ltau\ or the place of salary. Similar grants are made to govcrnorsi 
in lieu of their salary, and also for the support of their troops, on condition 
that they pay a certain sum aonuaily to the king out of any surplus revenue 
that the land may yicld*h licrnicr. 

.2. He was appointed governor of Akburabad in 167 j« Afterwards be 
was made Mir Bakhasht. In 167^1 he was entitled Safi Khan. He died in 
Auriing/cbc was very sorry to lose the services of such on boncM and 
sincere officer. 

3. Soiyad Hasan Ali Kh;in, son of Saiyod AbdCiila Khiio Baich. He 
was * faujdar * of Hoshnng.ibad and of Nadarbar* In 1681 he was honoured 
with the title of Dahadiir Alamgir Shuhi for displaying bravery during the 
war with the Kani of UJepur* Then he was sent to Nfandeswar. He ditd 
in 1687. He was very brave, honest and sincere. 

Cl. Let. XV. 
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<lonr. (] hope) vou will present it to me." He replie<l, 
“ 1 possess one ii.e., Abdul Nabl) in the lorm of a man and 
which has the quality of producing gold." His Majesty 
thanked God and spoke sweetly, *'I praise you for this 
quality of yours (and) give away his services to you. An 
intelligent, honest, God-fearing, and well-behaving man is 
rare. (Couplet) ‘ Human beings are found everywhere In 
this world, but their essence (*.c., honesty) is found 
rarely.' The above-mentioned Khrtn bowed down to His 
^tajestv. 


LF.TTFR XXXV. 

Exalted son, 1 have come to know about the occupation 
and action of the manager of the district of your * jilghir ' 
from the letter sent by the reporter. Why are you careless 
about the day of judgment?^ (Verse) ‘‘ Alas ! alas ! justice 
from the h.and of negligence.” 


1704. LETTER XXXVI. 

Exalted son, I knew you to he (.a man) of great sense 
and of good disposition in everything. (Verse) “ May God 
protect your handsome face from an evil eye." It is strange 
that you have dismissed Muhammad Beg Khun ^ and given 
the ‘ faujdtirship of Sorath ^ to Sheer Andiiz Khun. The 
results of personal and able affairs of mankind are clear. 
(Verse) “ The outward appearance of a man Is a mirror for 
his heart (t.e., the character of a man can be judged from 
his outward appearance)." Here in Sorath Ktltbttdin,^ the 


5. Cf. I-eu X^■. 

I. Cl. Leu XXIII. 
f. Cf. Leu XXXII. 

3. Cf. Leu XIX. 

3. Cf. Let. XIX. 

Krithrulin Klie^hpi appointed pftvemrtr of Sorath in 1659, In 


noble ‘ Panj-Hazari,’ had been appointed. 1 won t take 
any objection if you appoint Saiyad Kanmil '* and Saiyad 
Murad, who are honoured and respected, in this province, 
to some extent. Under any circumstance, the ‘ faujdarship 
of the above province, together with districts connected 
with this province, are given to you in ‘ jughir.' You 
should appoint over them a faithful servant whom you 
consider worthy (of the post). If Aman Allah Beg and 
Bahivdur Beg Shervani can induce themselves to be away 
from you, apparently you will entrust them with the 
‘ faujdari Honesty and ability play the greatest part m 
the management of political and linancial affairs. 1 he unfit 
and selfish are many; while the w.orthy and true arc very 

few. His Majesty, having his abode in heaven (i.c., Akbar, 
Aurungzebe's great grandfather), had ( many ) faithful 
servants. He entrusted them with (the work of gaining) 
successive victories and (of performing) many affairs. And 
in the time of His Majesty (Shah Jehun) there came for¬ 
ward many brave and faithful servants, well-behaving 
oflicers, and able secretaries. Notwithstanding so many 
faithful servants. His Majesty, with his holy personality, 
looked after the transaction of (state/ aHairs very carefully. 
I remember that when His Majesty sent Mhrnd Bakhsha * 
to Balkh in order to conijuer the provinces of our ancestors, 
an army registrar was wanted. Twenty persons, employed 
or unemployed (in the stale), applied for this post. Now 


1663 lie was temporarily appointed vie«roy ol Gujarai. In lie ami0.cd 

Naviiuagar to CujaxatanJ nameJ it hlimnagar* 

5. Tkc son of Saiyad Kdn.il; he was made Ihc rort-kceper ol S-drd (in 

Gujardi) in 1674. 

0 . Cl. Lcl. XXIli and XXXV II. 

Ci. Let* !• 

8. It i» ^^rau^Jc that Anruiigiobe eaunol Imd a biugle Irue, hoiicsl or 

able man in his service. Perhaps it is owing to hi, suspicious and distrus.lnl 
nature. Cl. Let. XV'and XXVIII. Thouth ..uiunt-ebc cou.pUu.ed ol the 
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I want a true and able man for the ministership of Bengal ; 
but I find none»^ Alas ! alas ! for the raritv of useful men* 


1704. LETTER XXA’VII. 

I'.xaltciJ son, iiotwitlistanding your ;;ood intention, 
why arc you indifferent to the actions (ie., tyranny) of 
oppressors and to the infliction of punishment on those 
misled people (tyrants) ? ICvcryday in the districts of 
HAjipnr,^ Miyanpnr,- and other police stations, strife anti 
<}uarret, oppression and tyranny, take place, 'I'he KoHs“ 
plunder (the town of) Mairganj,^ situated close tt) the 
Oiuartcrs of the royal) army. They bind the inhabitants of 
the town and the poor travellers and carry them away. 
You have appointed Aimin Allah Leg’’, the superintendent 
of the artillery' and of the palace, the police officer of 
Nav;ih'^ He gave ‘ patelships'• to his dishonest and cor¬ 
rupt relatives. 1 he opprcsseil cannot complain to vou 
against his power. Alas ! alas ! 1 inie passes away like a 
sword (I'.c., swiftly); and the reproach of the people of 
the world and the fear of the Glorious and High God arc 
removed from the heart. The * faujdiirship ’ should be 


scarcity of honol inch in his court iticrc were h>iin>- lioncii men .nlrcady 
scrviii« under liiiii, buch ns, Kh.in, Ain.iiinl Kli.in, Mir^n Ydr Ali, 

Muhammad Yar Khan, Shrij.t'al Khan, and others. 


i» A district in Gujarat. 

2 * Another district in Gujarat* 

3. A low class aboriginal tribe of Gujarat. The Coulis or KoJis arc 
“ the greatest robbers and altogether the most unprincipled people in Hin- 
doslan.” (Rernier). Rut they arc not $0 now. It was to a man belonging 
to this tribe, named K.inji Koli of Kadi, that t)ara fled and from whom he 
sought protection. >651^. 

.f, A town ill Gujarat, 

5. Cf. Let. XXIIIand \.\.\V|. 

O. Cl. Let. XXIII. 

7. Cf. Let.XXIlI. 
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given to one of the Gujaratis, either to Safdar Khau-i-Sani* 
or to the sons of Bahlol Shervani^, who, in the time of 
ShiljfC at Khjin, had acquired a good name and who com¬ 
municate with the inhabitants of the town (of Navah). I 
eay plainly that on the day of judgment we shall have t» 
give an account of our actions before God for shewing 
favour to and connivance at (the actions of corrupt offi¬ 
cers).^® You should send to the province reliable and 
cautious reporters, and send me daily reports of the results 
of the orders (issued by you), and should engage yourself in 
repairing the time. (Verse) “ When on the day of judg¬ 
ment there will be an inquiry about my crimes, the records 
of the crimes of all the people of the world will be torn to 
pieces (i.e., the crimes of all people arc insignificant in 
comparison to mine and therefore they will be forgiven by 
God on the day of judgment, but I will not be forgiven).”*’ 

1696 . LETTER XXXVI11. 

Exalted son, Knzi Abdulla* joined God’s riicrcy {i.e., 
died). He used to please me and (my) subjects during his 

8. Or Safdar Khan-i-nali» was appointed governor of Putan (in 
Gujanil) in 1697* lie wa< displeased witli Sliuja*at Kluin^ l^o>erRor ol 
Ahmcdabad» and returned 10 Malwa, He oHered I’rincc A'aeani to slay or 
capture alive Durgadis the Kajpiit ; but )«c failcii iii ihis attciupl. 1703. In 
^ 170^ he was made goveroor of llijapiir. Ilu was dcfe.ucd and made prisoner 

by the Mahrattas near the Ncrbadda (m the Kittle of Katanpiir, 1705)* 
Again he offered to kill or capture Durgad.is. This time most probably he 
killed the Rajput* 1706* He was very bras*c* 

9» Muhammad liahlol Kitan Shervani, He was oent ag;iinst the 
Rajput chief of Idar, who had revolted against Auruug/ebc. He defooted 
the chief who Hed to a cave where he died from want of his usual dose of 
opium* 1679. Bahlol Khan was much praised and >va9 appointed 10 the 
charge of Idar. Afterwards he was niad» governor of Haroda where lie died 
in 1696 and was succeeded by Muhammad lieg Khan* 

IQ. Cf* Let. XXII 1 and XXXV* 

11. Cf. Let* VH and XLIV. 

t* Shcikh'uUlsInm, the eldest son of Ka/i Abdtil NValiab who was the 
author of a * Dastur-uKAinal ’ which he dedicated to Aurung/ebe. He was 

6 


tenure of ‘ kaziship 1 ilo not know about the condition 
of his sons. Abdul Majced Khiin. his eldest son, was, for a 
time, your ‘ kazi riknbWrite to me if he possesses the 
<iaalificatioiis of learning, unselfishness, and goodness. 
There is no more important work than * knziship , because 
the people of God (whose dignity is great) are imprisoned 
or sentenced to death hy the decision of a ‘ kazi Kizi 
Shcikh»ul-Islum was helped, as it was necessary, by the 
divine grace in doing good, to inquire into and distinguish 
between right and wrong. A good man is very rare ; and a 
rare thing is non-existent ; (therefore, logically, a good man 
is non-existent ; i.c., there is no good man in the world). 

LETTER XXXIX. 

Exalted son, I have heard (that) the superintendent. 
dppoint^U by you before my final decision» is cautious* 
(But) here (in the court), Sitivash fChiin Shiih Mir is partial 
notwithstanding his high post and an adequate * jtlghir *. 
Honesty is an essential qualification in a servant. Write 
to me whether Asad-ud-Din, the son of Dilaver Khan, who 
is near you, possesses this quality (of honesty), in addition 
to inteUlgence ; if so, I will summon him into my presence, 

a native ol AhmcU.jbaa. After the Uc.iiti of his father (1670 he was appoint¬ 
ed by Aiirun;4/cbc bhcikh-nl-Ulan* (the chief caJi). lie KHVc away all the 
property of his dc>.c.-\8ed father to his three younger brolhere .tnd to the needy 
and the poor. In 1OX7 he went on a pilyrituuge to Mecca and returned from 
therein ifxjjwhenhc was well received by the emperor in the Deccan. 
Alter a short lime he went to Ahniedabad to pay a visit to the tombs of the 
Itolv saints there audio see his fnntily. Then he started for the Deccan to 
see the empevor again, but died on his way. 1696. Aurungrebc was very 
sorry to he.ar of his death. Khafi Khan says that in the whole Mo.?ul Em¬ 
pire there vtas not a single cadi so devoted, pious and honest as this man. 
lie did not receive any brll>e when he held the post of ‘kaziship.’ 

3. A jtidge who in the time of the Moguls followed a kin^ or a prince 
when he s\cnt oil an espeditiou or on hunting. It literally means * the kasi 
who follows the of a king or ol a prince.’ 

Note Aurungzebe’s anxiety for the interests of the sons of hls deceased 
olhcers. Cf. Let. XXXtIl and CXXVIII. 
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and appoint him to the post. F. with a woundetl heart, 
insensible, and needy, always seek for honest human beings. 
These honest people fall under the category of the pheenix^ 
(j.e., like the pheenix, they are known by their names only, 
but never seen in the world ; i.c., honest people are not to 
be found in this world).- A philosopher was asked “What’s 
the medicine for the disease of selfishness?” He replied, 
“Selfishness is an innate quality ; which gives a polisli to 
the deep and careful attention of the master, so that the 
servant may not remain needy in any way and his essence 
(i.e., honesty) may be bright and shining under any cir¬ 
cumstance and its purity may not be destroyed by the rust 
of need.” 


LKTTEK .VL. 

Exalted son, robbers are practising their profession 
often from ChamfirkOndch to Kiidirabiiil.’ \’erv few travel¬ 
lers traverse the road in safety. \Iost probably there 
must be some cause for this. A word to the wise is suiTi- 
cient. You receive news soon whether from a distance or 
from near. For the bad plight, why don't you think of the 
day of judgment ? Attention with regard to the end of our 
life must be paid Just now. It is just to favour .a good ser¬ 
vant for his distinction (in service) and t« punish a bad one 
for his bad action. As you sow, so shall you reap. I am 
anxiously waiting for your reply. A tyiant asked for 
blessings for himself from a holy oian. He replied, “ Re¬ 
garding the oppressors themselves they have no effect of 
blessings but giving justice to the oppressed {i.e., the onlv 
way for tyrants to enjoy the effect of blessings is to cease 
oppressing the people). 

1* A labulous blrd| known by this name but never found in the world. 
The Persian word for it^ * unka is derived from Ar. * fink the ncck» be* 
cause it is supposed to have a tall neck. Cf. Shaki.*spearc*s * Ambian bird.* 

3 . Cf. Let. XV, XXVJII and XXXVI. 

I. Two towns in I lie I^crcan, near Alimadna{;;ar. 
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LETTER XLI. 

Excilted and dear son, I was pleased with sonrie pass¬ 
ages in the <liary of His Majesty (i.c., Shah Jehiin). For my 
love to you, I have written them involuntarily to my dear 
son, so that I mvself do not enjoy their benefit alone. (The 
passages are as follow). ‘ Some actions are the best : not 
to countenance a bad man ; not to disappoint a man by the 
non-fulfilment of his desire ; not to afflict a man of' a good 
temperament ; not to beg notwithstanding extreme need ; 
to keep company with the pious ; to search for the worthy 
and the able ; to avoid the company of fools : to give the 
deserving, as much as vou can, before they ask for It; to 
honour the learned ; to spend one's time in justice (or in 
work) ; not to pay attention to the doctrines of the sa^ir 
legious ; not to be unconscious of the condition of the 
faithful agents ; to derive benefit from the company of the 
holy who arc strangers in this world ; to encourage those 
who do good for the affairs of this and the next world*. 

In this age also there are many good men ; but where 
are those who search for such good men and encourage them 
by their favour Evidently, the succeeding generation will 
be worse. (Verse) “ I am anxious about the condition of 
the times ; because, may God forbid, there will be worse 
times than this You, who have an Intention of (succeed¬ 
ing to) sovereignty (after me),- should desire, search for, 
employ, and favour (such good men). 

LETTER XLII. 

Exalted son, I liked very much * G^lshan-rawan *, the 
fat horse you have sent me for riding. He has a graceful 
gait, a mane, a fine form and all the equestrian qualities. 
You are much pleased with often riding on ‘ Nilxlfar* and 

!• Cf. Lett XXXtX where Aurungzebe complains about the scarcity of 
dooj txnti honest meni 

3 . CU Let, XXVII- 
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‘ Chawa-chandan * (two horses), f send you a Turkey 
horse, called ‘ Khush-khardm ’ and ‘Saba-rafta (another 
horse), presented to me by Amiinat Khan^, and trained 
under the supervision of Allah Ytlr KhAn. Bi^t the miser 
head groom sheds tears (and says) " Why does \ our Majes- 
ty give away (such) fine horses”? Notwithstanding, I 

will send them to you. 


1700. TETTER XLIII. 

Exalted son, you must have learnt, from the letter of 
the agent and the reports of the spies, the details of hard¬ 
ships in the invasion of the Ghauts.'^ The Mohemadans 
and the army had to undergo worse conditions and unbear¬ 
able toils. God be thanked that the calamities of this 
invasion came entirely to an end and were compensated 
for by victory and success. Though such hardships are 
said to be caused by the sins of mankind, yet the action oi 

the governor has a great effect upon the good and evil of 

people. The action of the governor suggests misery or 
misfortune on this poor and useless person (i.e., Aurungzebe 
himselO. The fortress of SatturAz is „ow called (by me) 
A’azam-tAra (and given to you). You should issue an order 
that the drum of victory will be beaten in your own name. 


I. Alia* Saiyad Ahamad, was honouVeJ wilh lh« title of ‘ Khao ’ 10 

lOyoand appointed minister oi BenRal. In 1676 he ss-as made 

Lahore. Afterwards he became supcrmtendenl of Surat. He died in 1698. 


I. An Indian word lor mountains. Cl. the Eastern Ghaut, and the 
Western Ghaut, of the Deccan. “ The va.t ranfle of hills 
the wa coa... and always in fight of it Iron, Cape f 

called the GhauU, an Indian word which siRnific. Gha-at 

lit. means ‘ a break \ It is wmeiimes applied to ‘ a lord . Here m the text 
the Western Ghaut* or the Syhadrec Mountains are meant. 

a. A town and fort in the Konloxn, taken by Aurungw^ in 1700 and 
named A-aram-lara (lit. the greatest star) alter 1 ... son A 
Aurung/xbe*s whim to change the Hindu names ol tONvns and cilie. into 
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You may remember the words uttered by you in your 
childhood, “ Biibiiji, dhun, dhOn The fortress of 

Barnhillis now called (by me) Naval-tini. Ask for the 
iletails of ny expedition from your slave-girls. 


1704. LETTER XLIV.i 

Exalted son, you have seen the dervish, Mir Arab, in 
Ahmedibad. Of course, you should again go to him and 
present him compliments from me who am ashamed of 
departing for the next world and who desire the pleasures 
of this world. You should re(]ucst him to pray for our 
happiness and for the safety of our religion. Tell him that 
I am approaching death and have been far from good ac¬ 
tions. (Tell him further that) the life of this negligent 

Mohemndnn ones through his fanaticism. Cf. Let. XI. Sattara literally 
mconft a [^ood or bri{;ht s(ar« At fust» SAtiara belongeJ to Bijapur ; but wa» 
afCcrw'urJs taken by Shivaji. 1673* It wan the capita! of the Mahratta 
Empire for a long time before Toona. SattAra was besieged in 1699 by 
Tarbiat Khan, Ruh Allah KhAn the Second and Fateh Allah Khan. It was 
defended by Ffyagji Purvoe. After a long and continued siege it fell before 
the imperial army4 1700. Khafi Khan gives a long and detailed account of 
the siege. A poet speaks of Sal lira as •• Hala»i*sarash r.eh aT7mandi» Taben* 
deh sitareh bulandi (r.r. the height of its top, through exquisiteness^— 
resembles—theeXAltcd bright star). It wns a strong and important fortress. 
•It m'as the depository aud refuge of much opulence and treasure** It was a 
state prison of the Adil Shalii dynasty. Afterwards it became the state 
prison of the Mahrattas. 

3* A Hindustani phrase for • Papa» (the drum produces the sound) dhun, 
dhun *♦ * Dhun * is an onomatopoetic word repeated twice. It is the sound 
produced by a drum while being b^ten. 

4. Pnmata, a town and fort in the Deccan, near Kolapur. Formerly it 
belonged to Bijapur; but was atter>vards taken by Shivaji by a stratagem. 

1659. liero Rustam Khan, a Dijapuri general, was defeated by Shivaji in 

1660. It was takca by A^asam 5 but was again captured by the Mahrattas. 
1693. After^vards it was retaken by the Moguls in 1699. Cl. Let. CXI. Khafi 
Khan says that it was named by Aurungsebe ♦ Bani (or Nabi) Shdh Darag.* 

t. 1 Icrc Aurungrebe repents of the sins and crimes perpetrated by him 
during his youth. Cf. I^t. VII. 
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person Aurungzcbe) has been passed in vain and the 

remaining portion of it will also be passed without any 
fruit; (and that) death approaches while salvation recedes. 
(Verse) “ Whatever I have done, even a blind man cannot 
do ; I have lost God in this world (».c.> I did not remember 
God in this world).” 


LETTER XLV. 

Exalted son, the misbehaviour and impudent conduct 
of Mir Badhu,* (your) foster brother (towards you), have 
been fully laid bare to me by the reports of your expedition. 
The (following) couplet of ‘ the Spiritual Leader ’ » applies 
to his case. (Couplet) ” The favours of God treat you 
mildly ; but if you go beyond (the mild treatment) you are 
disgraced (or punished by Him)*’.'* You thought it neceS' 
sary to reproach and to disgrace hiln, because he boasts of 
the claims of his old mother.^ (But) he docs not know the 
(following) words of Sa’adi."'’ (Coaplct) ” Don’t put the 
king, whom you serve, under any obligation ; know that it 
is you who are obliged by the king by his giving service to 
you.” Any how the Obliging King (i.e., God) has endowed 
men with wisdom and (other) good qualities. It is better 
if you follow my advice and forgive hint this fault i because, 
(verse) ‘Criminals arc worthy of favour*’ 


I. Cl. Lci. XXIV. 

a. An epithet ol Maul.ami Koumi, a RTcat .Su6 poet ol 

I'cnia, chiefly known for ‘ Masnavi ’ wriling. lie wa» bom at Balkh in 
1307 and died in 1373. lie was also a mcUphysiciao. Cf. Let. LXV. 

3. Cl. Let. .XCII. 

l.€. Zsihedeh Bdnu. C<. Let. XX 1 \- 
5^ Another great PcriUn poet. cUiefl/ known lor • Gha^aP writing. 

He U considered 10 be the great moral teacher ol Persia. He svas born at 

.Shiraz, about 1175 and Jied in 1393. At first he served as a soldier. He 

was a great traveller unlike Hafiz aod visited Ind.a. Jam., a Pers.an poet, 

calls him • the nightingale ol the groves ol Shirai- 
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LETTER XLVI. 

Exalted son, His Majesty (Shah jehsin) asked Sa ad 
Alldh Khtin,' ** What arc the means of satisfying the Crea¬ 
tor and what are the good fruits of our life ? ” He replied, 
“ Justice and charity with which God has endowed your 
most holy person-” A person said to the qualified Khdn in 
a sarcastic tone, ” Honest and faithful men are very rare in 
this world ; possibly you know this.” He replied, “The 
world is not, in any way, devoid of honest people. A wise 
man must take good men into his service, look after their 
welfare, realise his desires through them, and not listen to 
the words of the selfish against them.” His Majesty ob¬ 
served, “ Honest and respectable men and good officers are 
rare. He who is favoured by God with the highest posi¬ 
tion must ini]uirc into the condition of honest and good 
people. He must not regard an able person worthless 
though he may be a stranger. He must avoid the company 
of foolish and worthless people though they may be equal 
to him in position. He must favour and patronise a good 
and friendly officer.” 


LETTER XLVII. 

Exalted son, one day His Majesty (Shah Jehan) said 
privately to DaraShekuh,^ "You should not be ill-disposed 
to and suspicious of the royal grandees.’* You should treat 
all of them \^th f.avour and kindness and not listen to the 
words of the selfish and the liars against them. Because 
this advice will be one day useful to you.” As my heart 
warms towards you, I write to you what 1 ought not to 
write. To shew hypocrisy to worthy people is to spoil the 
business. 


I. Cl. Let. XV. 

I. C(« Let« V* 

But Aurungzebe was somewhat suspicloos* 


t 
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LETTER XLVIII. 

Exalted son, one day His Majesty (SliAh JcliAii) enter¬ 
ed the ‘ Ghosal Khanch * ^ in a sad mood. Sa’ad .\llf 4 h 
KhAn^ and Ali A/ardan Khsn^ asked for the cause of dis¬ 
traction of bis noble mind. His Majesty observed, ‘‘Some 
of the civil and financial officers have died. Other digni- 
fieii persons arc not found immediately to undertake such 
important affairs. My mind is not at peace for the thought 
lest order will be destroyed/^ Kilich Khan** said, “ I'lic 


1. A place in the palace where Shah Jehan used to in the afternoon 
after being disengaged from state affairs. ' 

^^Thc grand hall of the.Aain*o«Kh«is (Cf« Let. XII) opens into a more 
retired chamber called the * Ghosal Khanch,' or the place to w.ish in. I'cw 
persons are permitted to enter this room, the court of which is not so large 
as that o( the Aam-o«Khas. The hall is, however, very haiulsoine, spacious^ 
gilt and painted and raised (our or five French feet from the pavement, 
like a large estrade. It is in this place that the king, seated in a chair, hit 
Umarilis standing around him, grants more private audiences to his oJliecrs, 
receives their reports, and deliberates on important affairs of state. Mwrv 
Gmarah incurs the same pecuniary penalty for omitting to atieiid this ;is- 
acmbly an the evening, as for failing to be proent at the Aam»o*K]ias in the 
morning.*' Bernier. Cf. Let. LXX* 

a. Cf. Let. XV. 

3* The rersiaii governor of Kandahar which city he sunendcred to 
Shah Jehan (1637) and entered his service. Shah Jeluin made him governor 
of Cashmere and of the Punjab successively. In i0.|5 he was sent svitU 
MCirad to take Balkh and Badakhshan svlitch he look (Cf. Let. I). He was 
made by Shall Jehan Amir^ril^Umari. lie died in 2658. He constructed 
a canal at Lahore which still exists. * Ali Mardan, who in his taste and 
disposition would not have disgraced the Homan Lucullus, bestowed on the 
public numerous edifices and gardens.' 

Title of Abid Khan who came from Persia to India in the reign of 
Shah Jtfhan w^o raised him to the rank of .fooo horse. He died by a cannon 
ball at the siege of Golconda in |686. He was the father of Gha<i-ud-Diu 
Khan Firu^ J^ng (Cf. Let. CLVIl) and the grandfather of the celebrated 
Nixam-CiUMulk Asaf Jah of ilaidcrabad. In 16H0 he was given the title of 
Kilich Khan by Aurungzebe (privately). 'He had another ;soO| called Mu* 
ham mad AareL 

7 



. . • -.f(.irso< the permanent sove- 

^vcU-be,^so( * r holy person. 

re.Rnly trained five oI his servants 

i.. .„cl, a way -hat they arc fu or 'j'* 
dour, lor services .n prr,voces an lor 

aHairs.” On hcarin- these J ^ . bring the 

::i:i:.s :r I^S presence n. d. eve.n. n. ord. .o .e 
iespcclcd lor appearance and Jrs are trans- 

fnilhcr remarked), “ .. Khun entered 

acted according to (one :.) desires . exactly .'tt 

,l,e appo.nled ,nost holy service he 

(ben.a present .nto) ' character and ahili- 

spokc (to the ,,,, Honoured with 

o, 0. .aster. thc^^;. 

Shah Jcluiii), and was given a worthy an p j^^r^jes- 

hereditary) post and hssista.s Kh.ln 

"'TC wC:t o< ■ VaU.Ha..ri-y and. 

a'l 1 tion two hnn.lretl cavaliers. His Majesty observed. 

r t) •• m’iv yon ('he Khhn) he happy because you have 

t;:rle tppi." 'out. t..anu.uh^ ^ 

of his rerpicst ,Hc qualified KliAn gave 

t:':;'!;: ctX ite thousand • Mohurs • o to the deserving. 


letter xlix. 

r,s.alted son, Knmyfib Khan, the clerk ol the 
ol vonr secretary, has written me a letter. (Conplet) 


.t t.ov!''fiolJ -on. el .tkbar’s ■»»»'' about frlteeu rurec. 



^vho draws the sword of oppression is kilfed l>y Piovidcivce 
with the same sword (j.e., he who practises oppression is 
oppressed in return).” Wliat is ilonc (by you) for order 
and discipline is done. It would have been belter hail voa 
not made unallowable haste (in infTictinti a capital punish¬ 
ment upon the oppressive officer—mentioned in the clerk s 
letter). Nevertheless, though retaliation' is a just law. 
the affliction of (one's) heart is the cause of displeasure to 
God. For tills reason it is saiil (verse), “ 1 here is pleasure 
in pardoning a person, but there is no pleasure in retaliat¬ 
ing on hiii'u” 


LETTER L. 

Exalted and blessed son, Muhammad A'azam, may 
God save and protect you. I'ou have known the condition 
of my riding horses. The Emperor Jehiingir (Aurungzebe's 
grandfather) punished so severely his head groom that it 
proved absurd to give him the title of ‘ Saf Shekan Khan 
(lit. the master of the breaker of the files of an .army). 
(Verse) “ It is quite contrary to the nature of a negro to 
call him a ‘ ktifur ' (camphor).*'’ His M.ajcsty (Sluih jehan)^ 
used to say, “ A senseless man spoils the business. We are 
helpless in making suitable appointments in times of diffi¬ 
culties and hardships of journey and of arrangement m 
an emergency.*’ You should select one from your grooms 
and (then) write to me. (Verse) “ We must put up with 


I. A kindjof punishment (‘kassas*)—life for life, hand for hand, foot for 
foot, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, wound for wound—mentioned in theKor.m 
as being just. 

t. Tlie I'craian potits call a negro who is black the name of ‘ kaliir* 
(camphor) which is white. As it is absurd to c.all a negro by the name of 
‘kafur ’, it was also absurd to call the head groom of Jehapgir by the name, 
of • Saf Shekan Khan,*' 



every of people : uhat is to be done willi them ; they 

arc aliO people.*' 


LKTTUK LI. 

I'*!»nltccl son, n reporter writes to his own brother from 
the district of I.auli (that) •‘The tolls on merchants and 
travellers hrint* forth every vear from Us. 15000 to 16000; 
])iit tlic district treasurer and the police ofTicer do not send 
to the royal treasury more than Us. 1000 or 2000. Truly» 
this is not * rnh-^litri (collecting tolls) hut ‘rah-;tani (rob* 
bing tliC king of his property). The (\ise of the) property 
of the people (by the king for his private expenses) is un¬ 
lawful-. If these officers take five percent out of htindrcd 
anil one percent out of forty (of the tolls) I will nof griulgc 
it. Suppose that the dishonest practice of the treasurer is 
disclosed^ the first thing for entjuiring into this is that an 
order sliould be issued in fhe names of the commissioner 
anil the secretary, I hen I know what to do about his 
dishonesty* The half of the proilucc of the land is allow* 
able to the landlord and the remaining (half) is the proper¬ 
ty of the king. 

In the reign of His Majesty (Shiih Jehnn)^ a pcrsorit 
at the lime of the passing of the royal procession, cried 
out in a loud voice, This auspicious time is an aggre-^ 
gate of good actions. Just ruler and the greatest mini* 


1. Tr.insu duty, a tax levied upon traveUerfl during ihc time of the 
Mo^^uls. It was rcmiitcd, along with scvcnty-ninc other taxes, by Avirung* 
7cbc, when he came to the throne. 1659. Still it was exacted with greater 
Jigoor by the distant government ofriciah, who took an uotiuc advantage ot* 
the emperor's leniency. 

a. This is a peculiar charocteristic of Aorungzebe which he followed 
according to the dictates of his religion. Before his death he made a will 
that hi^ fuucr.1l capeuses might be defrayed from the proceeds of die sale of 
like caps which hu hiinvcH had knitted. 


ster. (Your Mnje«^ty) Js anxiou^i to have honest secretanes. 
Your subjects are in a jjood ami secure coiuhtion. It 
is a duty incumbent upon me to thank (God) for tl>c 
divine favours upon (your) most holy personatic." On 
liearin'* tliese words, H. M- ordered the procession to halt 
for a time, called the special oHicers from a distance and 
raised up his hands for blessing the man ; artd then present¬ 
ed him a robe of honour. At that time Sa'.ad Alhih Khan 
told H. M., “ The necessaries of the life of a man are in 
projKjrtion to his desires, and his desires are in proportion 
to his good nature.” 


LETTER LII. 

Exalted son, Sa’aeed Khan BahiiJur Zafer Jang^ 
brought a person into the presence of His Majesty (Sliab 
Jehdn); and out of good grace praised him. Sa’ad AlluU 
Khdn allowed nothing to pass from truth (t.e., gave justice 
to the man) and said, ** May Sa'aeed Khso be happy who 
presents such a man (before Your Majesty) and speaks to 
Your Majesty about his good manners.” Words passed 
from the auspicious tongue of H. M. (to the effect that)» 
*• It is your (i.e, officers’) business to bring servants into my 
presence, while my work is to patronise them in order to 
give lustre to affairs. The officers should oblige me by 
finding out and then presenting before me cr^ite and well- 
versed secretaries, honest officers and many respectable 
soldiers whom 1 want.” The prime minister- said, ” The 
man of every class, who does every useful work in your 
holy reign, is, in the end, honoured with a worthy post and 
presented a costly robe of honour.” His Majesty ordered 
the prime minister to examine the ability of the man and 


I. An officer serving under Shall Jclian. He was governor of Cabu! 
before 16)70 

a, /,<. Sa’aJ Allah KUao, Cf. LeU XV* 


% 
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then to J^ive him a fine service. Sa'aeetl Kirin B.ihiiilnr^ 
out of thankfulness for the j’oocl fav(»urs of the appreciating, 
potentate (t c. Shiih Jehan), distribu-tcil Us. loooo among 
pious, virtuous and poor people. 


LETTER LIII. 

Exalted son, one day Pahiir Amal, the secretary of the 
tinfriendly brother,^ produced a balance sheet before His 
Majesty (Shah Jchdn), and said, “ Ten lacs of rupees, for 
the payment of the balance of the days inj which we (i.c. 
Djini and Pahar Amal) had accounts with each other, are 
to be paid from the royal treasury. Your Majesty should 
order the payment.'* His Majesty handed over the balance 
sheet to Sa'ad Allah Khan and said, “ With a view to look¬ 
ing into details, examine the sheet and then speak to me.’* 
The above-mentioned Khan said immediately, “ Such 
large sum of money should not be paid from the royal 
treasury. Next time the cash account will be settled for 
the payment of each other.*’ After the dispersal of the 
court, Diiril the Pompous uttered angry words to the prirpe 
minister (».c. Sa'ad Alliih Khiin)« When the note sent hy 
the officer of the * Ghosal Khiineh * * reached H. M., nt 
once H. M. wrote a letter to the unfrientUy brother and 
inserted the following couplet in it : (Couplet) “ To quarrel 
with the good and the virtuous is to shew enmity to one¬ 
self ; he who draws a dagger on a mirror draws it on him¬ 
self." (H.M. further wrote in the letter) ** It is a special 
qualification of princes to distinguish between right and 
wrong. Pahtir Amal wants to economise for you while 
Sa'.ad AllAh Kh»tn does to preserve my property. If the 
balance sheet was verified from your account book» it was 


1 . I.e. Data. C(. Let. V» 
a. Cl. Let. XLYllL 
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vour dntv to inquire wl,other it was possible or impossible 
Lr Sa'ad Allab ICbiin to pay the sum. Otherwise it is very 

bad to afflict (the hearts ol) the royal > 

Sa'ad Allah Khaii. It is good to win the hearts ol the e 
meii.^ Able and intelligent servants are the source ol in 
crease ol property and of a good name to 

In the evening Ills .M.ajesty presented Sa ad Allah Kh. . 

some bundles of Mahinudi-* cloth embroidered in one colour 
and three thousand ‘ dhuirs' in cash. 


letter liv.‘ 

Exalted son, this verbal story has reached my ears 

from a reliable source. I write it to you .n 

you may also know it. One day H.s Majesty Shdh Jcluln) 

honoured Ali Mardan Rhdn’ and Sa'ad AU,th Khun-* w.tU 
the distinction ol special audience before H. M. s presence , 
and said eloquently. “ The orxlcr and management of the 
kingdom and property simply depend upon w.sdom and 
iustice May God forbid, if an unworthy king attains to 
the dignity of sovereignty and appoints ministers and nobles 

h.aving no sound judgment to posts (tn the kingdom), abso¬ 
lute disorder will prevail in the management of the country. 
Then follow the ruin and poverty of the subjects, and the 
country yields a reduced revenue and (thus) is ruined. For 

pleasing God you should associate with the pious and the 


3. Cl-Let. V. 

4 . Cl. Lci. XXVI. 

5. An ancicu tJoU coin, .vcij-ldnc one -mi.qual,’ i.c. 96 barley Rrain.. 

Tins Icuer gives Insight into ll.e ch.aTactcs ol Aurangx^bo 

and o» his three bfolhers, D.,r.i, SUujd and Murad. 

a. Cl. kct. XLVm. 

Cl. Lcl. XV. 
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religious. Alter llie five prayers you should pray for me 
tfiat the splendour of the kingdom may not diminish and 
that no one may use abusive language. After my death 
the son who succeetls me* will be helped with good graces. 
Many times I have been thinking that though the eldest 
son of sovereignty’’ possesses dignity and pomp and grand¬ 
eur and glory, he is an enemy of the good and a friend to 
the bad.*’ (Verse) ‘ He is good towards the vicious and 
unfriendly towards the virtuous.' ShOjii'^ possesses no 
(juality except generosity. MOrixd Bakhsha** has no virtue 
at all. He is engaged in eating and drinking and is con¬ 
stantly indulging in wine. But such and such a person, i.c. 
this humble mortal (i.c. Aurungzebe), seems to me to possess 
determination and foresight Most probably he will be 
king after me." Sa’ad Alhlh Kluin recited the (following) 


SI>aIi \va$ clcccivcd by destiny* Aurungzcbct his third son^ 

cAmc to the throne before )iUdcAth« He tv9S imprisoned by his ungrateful 
eon and died eight years after Aurungzebe^s accession to the throne* 

5« /.e« Dara. Cf* Let* V* 

In all probability this is histortcally incorrect* No doubt he tnstU 
{▼ated the murder of Sa^ad ^Mhih Khani an honest and good man with whom 
he seems to have been not on good terms* 

7 * Cf. Let* XCI* 
b. Cf. Let. I* 

9* Here again Atmingrcbc speaks humbly and politely about himseU* 
Though he boasts of his foresight, history proves that he greatly lacked this 
faculty. Me committed a grave political blunder in conquering Golcondaand 
Bijapur which, left to themselves, would ha\x scrs'cd to keep the rising 
Mahratt.a power in check. He would have most probably succeeded in 
cripplinj^ down this power in its infancy with the help of these two Mohe- 
madan kingdoms in the South* Aurungtebe could not foresee that this 
rising power would Overthrow his mighty empire within a short time after 
his death* Again he made a great mistake in alienating the Kdjpuls from the 
Moguls and thus departing from Akbar*s wise and foresighted policy* He 
could not foresee that the English would take the plate of the Moguls in 
India within u century* Aurungzebe's lilc was a failure on nctounl of his 
shortttightcil policy* Uut, no doubi| he was a man of great resolution us has 
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bemtstich of ‘the Spiritual Leader’'^''; “A foreslghted man 
is auspicious.’* His Majesty observed, (verse) “ Wlio 
will be selected by God and towards whom will His 
inclination be? ” 


LETTER LV. 

My dear son, it is said that on the dav of ‘Chauki^All 
Mard^n Khan'-*, Abu Sa'aeed Marz, and Kilich Khaii^ used 
to first offer the soldiers coffee ; then at the time of break¬ 
fast, they used to serve them breakfast: at the time of 
dinner, dinner; and at the time of departure, perfumes 
and ‘p^s*.’ They used to send various dishes to the family- 
members of the soldiers and to say ‘Their wives and child- 


been proved by history. He possessed a resolute and calm mind of which he 
gave numerous proofs during his lifetime. As a prince* when he was 
surrounded by eaemtes on all sides at Dallch and was in great danger he 
dismounted at sunset and knelt down to pray to God. In his fight with 
Dara at Samilgarh he was on the point of losing the battle; but he did not 
lose heart but remained calm and ordered his elephant's legs to be chained 
together. Again he exhibited the same spirit when his son Akbar joined 
the Kajputs and rebelled against him. 

Beraier aayst ** He (AurungMbe) was reserv'ed, subtle* and a complete 
master of the art of dissimulation.*' Again he says that he possessed a 
sounder judgment <than Dari) and that The high opinion expressed by 
Shah Jeliaii of his son Aurungzebe provoked the envy of Uara." 

lO. Ch Let. XLV. 

I. Watch} an Indian word. 

** Mounting guard is called in Hindi * Chauki.* There are three kinds of 
guards. The four divisions of the army have been divided into se\*en p.'\rt$» 
each of which is appointed for one day, under the superintendence of a 
trustworthy ^ mansabdar*.** 

Ain-i-Akbari. 

a. Cl. Let. XLVni. 

3. Cf. Let. XLVIIL 

4* BeteU} an Indian word. Cl. Lett CXLVJIl. ^ 

8 
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ren do not taunt us Cor (ceding the soldiers alone and (of 
want o( magnanimity (towards them) and are not grieved'. 

In former times a person began to complain of the 
times before a great man. The great man said, "Wc shou¬ 
ld thank (God) for and praise the present time much ; be¬ 
cause man has no fear about his livelihood and no anxiety 
about his person and property (in ShAh Jchiin’s time). 
There is no fear of relaxation in (one's) religion and faith. 
In future, the intentions of mankind will be changed and 
severe oppression will take place. Justice and gratitude 
will totally disappear. Administrators and protectors of 
cities will be publicly engaged in plundering (people). The 
ruling king of the (future) time will not give justice to the 
oppressed. The nobles will try to support the tyrants for 
the (mutual) benefit of one another. The rights (of people) 
will be disregarded and be trampled under foot. Wives 
will display bravery while daughters will be honoured with 
ministerships. Men of merit, on account of discouragement 
and want of appreciation, will purposely abstain from help¬ 
ing in the improvement of affairs. Worthy officers, 
nothwithstanding their retirement from office, will not be 
safe (from oppression). The foolish and the inexperienced 
will manage the state affairs. The sons will afflict (their) 
fathers and the fathers will have no paternal love for (their) 
sons. Virtuous wives will weep for the debauchery and 
disaffection of (their) profligate husbands. There will not 
be timely rain. The governors, through their selfish 
ominous nature, will cause corn to be sold dearer. The 
countries will be ruined owing to the oppression of the 
rulers. Public women will live openly in the houses of 
nobles and great men. Men will like to be clad in the 
dress of women (i. e., will prove cowards). ’ 
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tCgo or 1701. LETTER L\T. 

Exalted son, Fizil Khan', your spiritual leader, tiled, 
T am sorry (for his death). He was confidential (or 
learned), careful about his business, and of a «»ood disposi¬ 
tion. He kept finance officers under his charge carefully 
and cautiously. He illumined the house of this humble 
creature (i. e., Aurungzebe himselO with his stewardship. 
You should not also doubt the good nature of Vazier Khin 
H6ji Muhammad^. Thougli Saiyad Muhammatl KhAn and 
Mir Nay&z are not bad, yet they are strict officers. When 
most of the officers under you are nry servants, just now F 
want Kdbil Khdn and I require him from you. You should 
appoint Muhammad M^hasan to the office held by KAbil 
Khdn. In my court there is dearth of good men (f.e., are 
very few)^. Til! his arrival here Iniyat .\lhih Khdn* will' 


X* Deputy minister of Aurunj^xebe aftci’ iHe death of Kaguniih 
He died in the same year. Hi^ original name wa« Abul Mulk Tuni, and 
he revised the ^Badshah Nimch’ of Muhammad W.iris. At first he was 
chief steward of Aurung7.ebe« He was a nobleman of KhorJisan and was 
very honest and well versed In astrofogy. His counsels were cssentijlljr 
useful to Aurungzebc* Bernier mentions him in his book and calls him 
The illustrious Faxtl Khan, a minister charged with the weightiest concerns 
of the empire, on whose decision depended the amount of my salary as 
physician/^ 

There was another man bearing the same title, whose original name 
was AVtimad Khan* He was honoured with the title of Faxil Khan in 
2689, He also was chief steward* He died of plague in 1690. 

There was a third man holdii^ the same title, who was aTso chief 
steward. In 1697 he was appointed governor of Cashmere in place of Abu 
Nasr Kh&n* He left Cashmere for the Deccan, but died on the way* * 7 ^*^ 
It is not clear which of the last two is mcnltoned here. 

a. Governor of Burhanpur* In 1664 he svas made governor of Ujjaln# 
3* Ct Leu XXXVI. 

4* Aurungrebe’s chief secretary who collected the emperor's letters 
Icnown as ^Rttka* at>i«Alamgiri * which are here translated into English. CL 
Preface & U: CXVl. 
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act for him, though he has much work. HAfizeh Nfarlam® 
claims a better right. Her son (i. c., Inayat Allah Khdn) 
is known to me by his ability ; but he is harsh towards his 
relatives. Directly and indirectly I often tell you by way 
of advice, ** Ragunath Sa'ad AllAh fChiin® did not assign 
financial posts to his own brothers and used to say, ‘ Those 
very brothers are (like) officers who bring ruin to the houses 
(of their masters). May God guide or kill them'.” 


LETTER LVII.i 

Exalted son, the delicious mangoes (sent by you) 
sweetened the palate of the old father. May the happiness 
and fortune of the young son ((i.c., A’azam) be augmented. 
(Verse) “ Whatever proceeds from a friend is good.” 

1704. LETTER LVIir. 

Exalted son, life of the father, produce of the life of the 
father (i.c., dear son), the province of Gojarat^ is not like 


5. A nurse of .-ind mother of Indyai Allah Khan and tutoress 

cf tlic princess Begumt Aurtiugzebe*> daughters By her 

inRuenve her son was raised by degrees to the rank of I5oo» 

6. A Hindu chief who was brought up» patronised and introduced 
into the royal presence of Shah Johan by Sa* ad Allah Khan* Sh«*ih Jeh^ti 
made him his ininislcr. lie was called Hai nii/in* the King of Kings* In 
3659 Aurungrebe conferred on him the title of Raja Ragunath* He was a 
deputy minister to Auriing/cbc and died in i66)* Bernier mentions him as 

the I^aja Ragn:it« who acts as visier* v/hen he accompanied Aurungzebo 
til journcry to Cashmere* 

1* Cf. Let. 1 X« 

T* Gujarat is said to be a contracted form of ^Gorjar Rashtra\ the 
country* of the *Garjara^, who are supposed to have come from Gorjaria or 
Georgia, a province of the North of Persia, now in the possession of Russia* 
known for her beauties* Cf* Gujarat, a town in the Punjab* where sS 
battle was fought between the Sikhs and the EngUsU* 
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Bengill. the Deccan and Cabul (i.r., Gujarat is in the 
middle of the empire and not on the borders, like Bengal, 
the Deccan and Cabul) that owing to a great distance and 
a frontier of the kingdom, the appointment of commissioners 
(for Gujarat) should be accepted volens nolens (by you) 
{i.e.y the commissioners for Gujarat must not be appointed 
by others but by ourselves, because it is situated in the 
middle of the empire). Henceforth you should act according 
to my system till the work is executed with promise and 
threat (to commissioners). The police officer of the dis¬ 
trict of Dohud’, who is old and sickly, did not come into 
your presence on account of (his) physical infirmities. He 
should not be dismissed (from his post) by you and should 
be left to follow his own way. 


LETTER LIX. 

Exalted son, a saint wrote a tradition and brought it 
to me (and said), “ His Holiness the Prophet (I'.c., Maho¬ 
met)—may the benediction and peace of God be upon him 
and upon his family—asked the great (angel), Gabriel, 
‘Which service is the best?’ The angel replied, ‘The 
service of kings which brings benefit and pleasure to the 
needy.’ I also wish to enter the service of kings and to 
fulfil the desires of the Mohemadans.” I said, “There is no 
objection against this (your serving me) • 


9, /•<« PIr Maokha, CL XXXI* 

Dohud 19 said to be derived, by some, from Per*. «du’, two and niad’, 
boundaries, because it is situated on the two borders of Gujarat and Malva. 
Some say it is a eorr. of Gujarati ‘Dahi-vad’, a place dl curd or ol dairy men. 
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LETTER LX.i 


Exalted son, to refuse the presents brought by the- 
nobles before you ts a loss to the royal treasury. Though 
this time I forgive you for goodness’ sake, you should not 
do so in future. 


LETTER LXI. 

Exalted son, the Turkey horse^ you sent this time has 
a good appearance and nature. He is again better than the 
first one. I have named him ‘Sabtlk-sair’’ (lit. of a light 
walk, I.C., swift), because this name harmonises with the 
thing named (t.e., the horse). 

LETTER LXn. 

Exalted son, at your suggestion I made Mdswi Khin^ 
the chief paymaster. It is sufficient if the servant dis> 

t. Thi% letter ts a testimony to Aurun^zebe*s love of moneys 
reproaches his son for not accepting presents from his nobles* 

t. ** Merchants bring to court good horses horn Irak*i*Arab anef 
Irak*i*A|arn» from Turkey* Turkesiant Badakhshan* Tibet* Kashmere* and 
other countries......There are fine horses bred in every part of the country^* 

but those of Cutch excel* being equal to Arabs» There are two classes of 
horses: i. Khas (special); a. those that are not Khas« Grandees and other 
*Mansabdars** and senior ^Ahadts* are in charge of the stables* The ^Atbegi** 
ss in charge of all horses belonging to the government. He directs all'" 
officers charged with the management of the horses* This office is ono of) 
the highest of the state* 

**The Darogah* There is one appointed for each rtable. This post may 
be held by officers of the r,ank of commanders of five thousand down to 
senior ^Ahadis,* tn this country* horses commonly live to the age of thirty^' 
years. Their price varies from ^oo mohurs to 2 rupees*** Atn*i-Akbari* 

Horses have been divided into seven classes. These seven classes are 
Axabs* Persian horses* Mujaanas* Turk? horses, Yabus, Taxis* and janglab., 
horses*** Ain^UAkbari* 

7* An Amir of high rank m * Aofiingzebe*s court* his proper name 
being Mua* azx*ud*Dm Muhammad* He was a good poet* and had at first 
assumed Fitrat as his poetical name* but afterwards changed it into Moswi* 
to which the title of Khan was added by Aucvogxebe* Ke died* aged 5jt 
years* in the Deccan in* 1690* 




c'harces his do^y satisfactorily. His appearance is not had. 
I don’t know his character. (Verse) “The wickedness of 
the soul (t.e., the character of a man) is not known for 
many years.” It is a general rule to inquire priv.ately 
into the character of a man who is to be appointed to 
a post. Because in the beginning (of the service of 
servants) people arc deceived by the performance of 
good service; but afterwards they find themselves to be 
served by selfish servants. Here after EftikhAr KhAn'^ 
and Muhammad Ali KhAn». FAzil KhAn* and FazAyal 
KhAn» managed the ‘ KhAmAni * post well, from whose 
foreheads good signs were seen (to proceed). Physical 
diseases can be cured by doctors; but mental diseases, like 
selfishness, can be remedied only by the Changer of Hearts 

{i.t.y God). 


LETTER LXIir. 

Exalted son, may the Great God protect thee. I 
wanted to make DiAnat KhAn AbdUl KAdir the secretary to 
(my) grandson BahAdOr^; but his name does not agree with 
his nature (i.e., he is dishonest—DiAnat KhAn means ‘the 
honest KhAn'). Honesty is not to be expected from him. 


X. HU original name waa Sal.an Hu^in In ,ho Brat year ot 
he «a. given the title oI Eftikhar Khan. He wa* appointed '(aoidar ol 

Jaunpuff where he died io l68ie 

3. AurnngzebeU chief ste^^rd. He wa, very honcat, pioua 

He wa, the patron of Muhammad MQbaaan, the merchant prmcc of Sur.W 

He died in i668« 

4. CL Let. LVL 

5. H« was aervlog in a publishing house (dafubaniha). 
la Cja Leu .CL 



1704 . LETTER LXIV. 

Exalted son, you possess a sound judgment in executing 
(my) orders. Gujarat is the ornament and jewel of IndiaL 
Here arc found men hclonging to everv kind of industry, 
art and profession. Tlie sample (of an article) sent to me 
recently from the royal factory in Gujarat is rough and 
costly. You should, of course, make an inquiry into this 
matter. 


1. He*, alas 1 No'v she docs no! deserve this proud title. Were 
Aurung^cb# (o come to life Kc would this country in quite a 

different ^tiAie frtun wit.it it once was. To-day Iter indu5trie%» arts, and 
professions arc ruined and lost to her and now she it in a dej^radeJ 
condition. 

Hernicr ntentions the ntanufacturet of Moj*ul Indi.! ns ' carpeit* brocades^ 
cnibroiJeries, ^old And silver clothsi and the various sorts of silk and 
cotton i;oods, which arc used in the connlry, or exported abroad/ 
lie further saysg ** There arc ingenious men in every part of India* 
Numerous arc the instances of handsome pieces of workmanship made by 
persons destitute of tools, and who can scarcely be said to have received 
instructiofts from a master.** Again he says, ** I have often admired the 
beauty, softness, and delicacy of their paintings and miniatures, and was 
particularly struck with the exploits of Akbar, painted on ft shield by a 
celebrated artist, who ts said to have been seven years in completing the 
picture, I thought it a wonderful performance.’* 

The imperial svorkshops, the towns of Labor, Agra, FatehpGr 
Ahmedabad, Gujarat, turn out many master-pieces of workmanship ; and 
the figures and patterns, knots, and s'aricty of fashions which now prevail 
astonish experienced travellers.** Ain*i«Akbari» 

** Painters, seal-engravers and other handicraftsmen are countless* 
They inlay motlicr-o*-pcarl with great skill and make beautiful boxes and 
inkstands. Stuffs worked with gold thread and of the kinds Chirah, 
Folah, Jamahwar, Khara, and velvets and brocades arc here skilfully 
manufactured. Imitations of stuffs from Turkey, Europe, and Persia arc 
also produced. They make likewise excellent iwords and daggers of the 
kinds Jamdhar and Khapwah, and bows and arrows. There is a brisk trade 
in jewelry and silver is imported from Turkey and Irak.” Ain-i-Akbari* 

Through the favour of H. M. (Akbar), all products ol art, and the 
mamifaclure o( woolen and silken carpets and of brocades were extensively 
envourageU/* Ain-i-Akbari, 
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LETTER LXV. 

Exalted sun, from tlic detailed reports sent to n\o from 
the Nurbadii'^ (I came to know) that Aman Allah 15eg-, 
the superintendent of the artillery of (my) dear son ((i. c.» 
A'azam)> totally defeated the Satan*likc» wicked and shame¬ 
less Santa'^ and brou';ht safe the provisions of Bak Khan 
and his own followers* Indeed, his endeavours and ex* 
ploits, together with those of his followers, arc w<^rtl)y of 
praise and laudation. You should show him proper favours 
and recommend him to me also. 

LETTER LXVL 

Exalted son, Mir Jalnl-nd-Din^ who has resigned your 
service, IS evidently the nephew of the late Mimmat Khan'^ 


1. CL Let. XL 

2. CL Lci. XXXVll. 

3. Saiaaji Gorepuray, a brave ;icncral and one ol the bc*l officers oi 
Kim Kajah, who attacked Auruiig/4;bc*s forces bravely. He defeated and 
imprisoned many of Auruni;/^he*$ generals near Ginji. lie defeated Ka^iin 
Khan. Again he defeated Ifiinmat Khan and killed him. He compelled 
the Moguls under Zul l*ikar Khan to raise the siege of Ginji. He quarrelled 
witii Danoaji Jadow, liis companion, was deserted by his adherents and 
murdered by Nagoji Manat, whom he had oHcndcd, in 169S. In i6<^ he 
was made •Scn.ipati* or gencral^by Kaja Kam and was styled Kao MamlCikut 
Madar. He first came info notice in the lime of Shivaji. He was an offiecr 
of greater ability and vntciprise. He >vas ‘ihc terror of the Mogul 
detachmenls for seven scars.’ 

Aurung/a;bc was impolite in writing Hindu names. Ho oinilicd the 
suffix • ji ’ denoting respect, after the Hindu, esp., the Mahratla, nnmcb. 
Similarly he wrote Shiva instcid of Shivaji. 

This is a further evidence of .Vurung/cbe’s fanatic spirit towards the 
Hindus. CL Let. II and CV'HL 

1, He was at first in the service of .Vbdul A^i^ Khan, governor of 
Dokhara. Cf. Let. CLXXII. 

2, Son of Khan Jehan BahJdur and general of Aurung^ebe who was 
sent against Santaji, by whom he was dcfc.atcd and slain, 1696, near 
Dodairee. His original name was Saiyad Mu^affar. The title of Hiinmat 
Khan was conferred on him by Sluth Jehau. Auruiig<cbc ttvice appolotcd 
him governor of Allahabad. 
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who was my chic( paymaster. He is a true Saiyad ’, o( 
noble birth, and o( a good character. Why have you dis¬ 
missed him ? 


LETTER LXVn. 

Exalted son, why did the sons of Shamshir Khan' 
rcsi‘-ii ? There must be some cause for their resignation. 
To dismiss old servants for a slight oftence and to 
new ones (in their places) is totally useless. 1 am like the 
sun approaching the vault (of the sky—». c., I am nearing 
death)-. What do you think ? Any how, if you come be¬ 
fore my holy presence and become a king, I won’t mind it . 


LETTER LXVIII. 

Exalted son. (couplet) “ Your companion must be bet- 
ter than yourself, so that your wisdom and faith niay in¬ 
crease.” For a long time I have heard that in your Mghir 
districts Oppression is practised openly. Justice does not 
remove the oppressors for the sake of the poor oppressed 

who have no access to the ruler. In the court of God the 

angels write down the acts of oppression in the account of 

Ih^governor appointed (by you or by me)'. What docs it 

mean to give so much power to the second paymaster and 


3. A acsccndenl ol tl>c prophcl M.ihoinct. 

1. lie was present with Mir Khan al Cabul to punish ilie t’wf/i 
Ai’luns. 1667. He was sent to Cabul in 1O60 as a lorl-ktcpcr. Before 
1703 he was governor ol Bihdr. In 170^ lie was appoiiileU governor ol 
Muaz»m;ibiid Udeh. Cf. Let. LXX.XII. 

2. Cl. Let. 1. 

3. Cl. Let. XXVII. 

I. Cf. Let. XIV, CXXXII and CLXX. 

Aurnngzvbe was just, element and benevolent. 
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to put great confidence in him so that no one has power ot 
speak against his action ? Though it is right to increase 
the independent power of a man of business in any way, it 
is simply foolish to give an absolute authority to a servant 
and not to pay any attention to the important affairs exe¬ 
cuted by him. (Quatrain) “ Do not associate with an evil 
person ; be a stranger to him (i.c., be far from him). If 
you eat his grain, j’ou will fall into his snjire (like a bird). 
The arrow, on account of its straightness, saw the bow 
crooked ; behold, how it left its hollow ! (i.e., as the arrow 

does not like the crookedness of the bow and consequently 
leaves it, similarly a good person should not desire the 
company of a bad one and consequently should abandon 
his company)*’. (Verse) “ Fear the sighs of the oppressed ; 
because at the time of their prayer, acceptance comes to 
receive it from the court of God (i. c., the prayer of the 
oppressed Is heard and accepted by God)*’* 


LETTER LXIX. 

Exalted son, Eftikhur Khiln', at the time of the service 
of (his) stewardship, owing to (his) good nature, experience, 
and careful attention, made me the (following) fine state¬ 
ment, Dishonesty does not consist only in taking and 
dragging property, but in representing truth as untruth and 
untruth as truth.” I was much pleased (at these words) ; 
and I issued forth a strict order to all officers and royal ser¬ 
vants (to the effect) that they should represent to me the 
facts about each person without any exaggeration and 
should not'care for the dignities of relatives, acquaintances, 
and strangers. 


I. Cl. Ut. LXII. 




LETTER LXX. 


Exalted son, when His Majesty (Shiih Jehnn) conferred 
the title of * Riio'' upon Jasvant Khatri- and made him a 
private secretary, he told him, “ You should be honest in 
relation to myself and those who want ‘ jiighirs . When a 
list of the newly appointed persons and of additional titles 
or ‘ jnghirs* is brought to me (for reference), you should 
bring before my presence four or five olficers in the evening 
when I am looking at the maps of provinces and the designs 
of buildings in the courtyard of the * Ghosal Khiineh, ^ so 
that after examining the character and lineage of every one 
I will issue an order for ‘ jiighirs’.” In the same way he 
issued an order to the superintendent of the ‘dngh--tasihah * 
(to the effect) that he must receive any orders for branding 


I. Cf. Let. XVIIt. 

3. Or Ksl)^tri, (lii.) w.-»rnor, the second ol the four originr«» casics 
.nmonK tlic Ilindns, and next to a nrahmin (a Hindu priest). 

3. Cf. Let. .\I.Vni. All its walls were painted with the maps of India. 
(Lit.) Mlicbr.and of correction,’ f.c., a pUce wl.erc horse* were 


brnnJcJi n stable* 

KcKul.ntions ^or brAnJing borsec 

“In order to prevent fraudulent exchanges, and to remove the stamp 
qf doubtful ownership, horses were for some lime marked with the word 
•nazar’ (sight), sometimes with the word ‘dagh* (mark), and sometimes with 
the numeral v (seven). Kvery horse th.at was received by government had the 
mark burnt on the right check; and those that were returned, on the left side. 

.Now-a.d.^y8 the horses of cver>- stable .are distinguished by their price 

in numerals.When horses, at the time of the musters, arc put into a 

higher or a lower grade, the old brand is removed." A»n-i-Akb.ari. 

“ In the i8lh year ol his reign, lUs Majesty (Akbar) introduced the 
branding system." “When the brand first introduced, it was made in the 
shape ol the head of the letter • sin.’ and was put on the right side of the 
neck of the horse. For some time, it was made in shape of two ‘alib’ 
intersecting at right angles, the heads of the ‘alif ’ being made heavy, and 
put on the right thigh. For some lime again, it was like a bow w’lth ihe 
siring taken olf. At last, numerals were introduced, which plan best 
frustrates fraudulent practices. They make iron mm»eraU......Thcsc new 

signs arc likewise pul on the right thigh." Ain-i-Akbati. 

“The servants (mansabdars) ol II. M. (Akbar) have their horses every 
year newly marked." Ain-i-Akbari. 
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(horses) with the seals of paymasters and then presenting 
them to His Majesty he must brand the horses ; and that 
he must give an account of the expenses (of branding) to 
the secretary. 

On account of the hardships of the difficult expedition 
I could not pay any attention to state affairs ; consequently 
there was total disorder in the management of orders. His 
Majesty (Shah JehAn) often used to say» ‘‘ ‘ Sar-kub’"* offi¬ 
cers, treasurers, police officers, prefects giving final orders, 
‘karori’^ paymasters, and (other) officers should acquire 
honesty and keenness which are tlie best of all (qualities) • 

LETTER LXXI.^ 

Exalted son, from the reports sent to the royal court 
by reporters I came to know the details of the story of the 

5. A post In the military department. It has other meanings, (a) a 
heavy, mace? (I») an out work. 

6. Indian financial officers during the Moguls. Lit. ‘having ten 
millions.* 

r. This letter shews Aurung7che*s great respect and reverence for the 
holy saints. 

Aurung/ebe was of an ascetic turn of mind. When he was governor of 
the Dcccan for the first time during Sh;ih Jeh.in*s reign he retired from the 
world to the Ghauts for nearly one year like a * fakir*, a Mohemadan 
devotee. Dara used to call him (ironically) ‘That s.iint*. When 

he rebelled against his f.ither (1657) he sent a message to the foolish Murad, 
his brother, to join him, to this cHect: ‘* I want to see you on the throne. 

I don't like the crown. After your accession to the throne I will turn men¬ 
dicant and go to Mecca for pilgrimage.** From these words wc find him a 
hypocrite and double minded, because it was he who came to the throne 
after imprisoning his father and his brother, Murad. The Mohemadans 
praise him as a saint while the Christians denounce liiin as a hypocrite, 
Cf. Let. XClIf. 

Khafi Khan praises AurungzcbeU devotion, austerity, justice, courage, 
long suHering and judgment. Hernicr calls Aurungxebc ‘ reserved, subtle, 
and a complete matter of the art of dissimulation. 

Many saints flourished in Aurungzebe's time. The names of some of 
them are as follow ; 

Slieikh Muhammad Vilris, Sheikh Bayuzeed, Sheikh Burliin; Sheikh 
Abdul Laiif, Mir Nasrujin Ilarvi, anJSaiyad Sa*ad Allah. 



70 


impudence anti misbehaviour of HulAyat Keesh—i-“Punjibi 
who, having drunk wine, walked on the enlightened tomb 
of Shdh Bandeh Navaz Gisu DarAz- and (thus) displayed 
his low spirit. When that wicked man had gone to that 
(holy) place in a drunken state, you ought to have sent 
your servants with an order to bind him hand and foot and 
to bring him (before you) ; and then having placed him in 
front, vou Ought to have sent him to me along with mace- 
bearers.^. Evidently partiality should not be allowed to 
the reporter; for this, 1 have sent (to you) strict mace- 
bearers in order to bind the accursed (Punjiibi) and to 
bring him (before me). 

When unworthy persons, appointed to service, do such 
acts,'in such cases I do not shew partiality to any of my 
sons; so what can 1 do for Inilyat Allilh Khiin^ and others? 

1707 . LETTER LXXII.^ 

(This letter was written in the enlightened writing in 
the state of death). 

a. A Rteal Mohcmailan snini, bom al Delhi in 1311. His original 
name was SaJf^rul-Din Muhammad Ilusaini; but he was commonly called 

* Gisu Dftraf,* because he had */on/T ringlelt^* He was a disciple 
of Sheikh N:isir*rid*Din Chif.'igh of Delhi. lie lived at Gulburga at 
the time of the Bahamini kings of the Dcccan and made Prince Ahamad 
Shah his disciple. His death took place in the Deccan in the beginning 
of (he rctgn of Ahamad Shah in 143a. I Its tomb at Gulburga (or 
lIasanAb;id) was visited by pilgrims of nil sccis. He was also an author and 
wrote the following books: * Ad;kb*al*Murid/ ^ Wajud*a 1 *Athikin,* and 

* Asm^r*aUAsrdr/ Mis tomb at Gulburga was visited by Aurungeebc after 
his conquest of Bijapur. i6S6« 

3. Among the *kours* and the * mansabdars,' are mixed many 

* gurz^bardars/ or macebenrers, chosen for their tnll and handsome persons, 
and whose business it is to preserve order in assemblies, and to carry the 
king's orders, and execute his commands with the utmost speed.'^ Bernier. 

4. Cf. Let. LVI. 

I. Cf. Let. VII and LXXIIL 

This letter, together with the next letter, is pathetic *nnd touching. 
Here Aurungzebc repents but too late of his past sins and crimes. Again 
in these letters we find Aurungzebe's anxiety and care for the safety of 
his subjecls, esp., of the Mohemadans, after his death. 
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May peace be upon you ami uiKin thobC who arc near 
you. Old age arrived and weakness became strong (i-c., 
increased). Strength departed from the limbs. I came 
alone (in this world) and I go as a stranger (to the next 
world). I am unconscious about myself as to who I am 
and of what use I am. Time passed away without any 
devotion (to God). (Now) I have (only) to lament this 
passing away of time without any devotion. I was devoid 
of administrative (tact) and care for the welfare of the 
people. (My) dear life has been spent in vain. God is 
present in this world but I do not see Him. Life is not 
constant, and there is no sign visible of the past life ; and 
there is no hope of a future life. Fever has left me (on 
account of being ashamed of me). Only the skin is left 
(».c., there is no flesh upon my body, i.c., I am very weak). 
Though (my) son Kam Bakhsha* is gone to Bijiipur,-' he is 
near me. And, you, my exalted son (t. c., A. axam), arc 
still nearer (to me—being in MhIwh). The most favourite 
(son) Sh(ih Alam"* is at a greater distance than all (sons— 
i.c., at Cabul). (My) grandson Muhammad A'azim' is 
gone, through the will of God, to the frontier of India (i. c., 
near Cabtlil). The whole (royal) army (in the Deccan) is 
confused and confounded. The army is restless like me, 
who have selected loneliness from God (i. c., who will not 
be accepted by God in paradise), and who am in perturba¬ 
tion, and who am restless like mercury. (But) the army 
does not understand that there is a greater master (». c., 
God), I did not bring anything with me (in this world, i.c., 


i. Cl. Let. LXXlIl. 

3. Hindustani form ol Sanskrit Vijaypur, ‘tl«€ Viciorions City.* For¬ 
merly it was a wealthy eity in the Dcccan and famous for its .nrehilcc- 
ture. It is now however in ruins* It was the c.-ipllal of the H.ahaminl 
Adil Shahi kings and was taken by Aurungeebe in 1686. It is called ‘the 
Palmyra of the Deccan*' 

e|* J,Ce, Muazzain^ Aurungrcbc^s sccoiiil son» the crown prince* Cl. Lcl. I. 

5* second »on* Ci* LXXXVII* 
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I came here naked) ; (but now) 1 carry (with me) the fruits 
of sins (in the next world). I do not know in what punish¬ 
ment I shall be involved (there). Though I have strong 
hope in the favours and mercy (of God), my actions do not 
allow me to think over (».c., I am afraid on account of my 
actions). I am unconscious of myself. (Verse) “ What is 
done is done. I have steered the boat (of my life) in the 
sea (of nonentity—»c., now 1 am dying)”. Though (my) 
subjects will be protected by God, it is necessary for (my) 
sons to cast their look on outward circumstances that the 
people of God (».c., subjects) and (especially) the Mohema- 
dans may not be killed unjustly. Present my last good 
wishes to the gr.andson Bah»idur‘* whom I did not sec at 
the time of his departure. 1 have (still) another desire (to 
make to you). Though outwardly the Begiim^ is grieved, 
God is her protector. The short-sightedness of women has 
no fruit except disappointment. Good bye; good bye; 
good bye. 


6. The eldest ^on o( A'aMm. Ci. Lut. XI .ind LXXVI. 

7. /. c., X>nat-an>Nisj, the only surviving daughter o( Aurung^ebc, 
dicil in l7oS» 
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Letter adJres5ed to 
IC^im BakhshaL 

1707 . LETTER LXXIIIL 

(This letter was written by Aurungzebe to the prince 
Sultan Muhammad Kiioi Bakhsha at the time of his death). 

My charming son, though in (this) world of free will 
(where men act according to their own will), I advised vou 
about the divine will, and more than this, about the divine 
power, it was destined that you would not listen to and 
accept this advice. Now I go away (to the next world) as 
a stranger from all ; and I pity you for your want of In¬ 
telligence and ability ; but now of what use ? I carry with 
me (to the next world) the fruits of sins and crimes which 
I had perpetrated (in this world). Nature is wonderful 
that I came alone (*.c., naked-in this world) and go (to the 
next world) with this burden (of sins). Though fever 
attacked me for twelve days, (now) it could not bear (my 
leanness) and left me. Wherever I cast my glances I find 
nothing but God. The anxiety about rny officers and army 
and for their future responsibility became the cause of the 
grief of my heart (i.e., I am in grief that my officers and 
army will not be treated and guided well by roy successors 
who are weak). I am tinconscious about myself. I com* 
mitted many sins. I do not know how 1 shall be punished 
(by God). Though the subjects will be protected by the 


The voiini’est anJ favourilv son of Aurun^'icbc* burn in 1667 of 
Udepvjri. lie wa» sent io niong with Khan to the help of ^iil 

Fikar Khan in Hnt he quarrelled with thu father And the son and was 

on the point of joining the enemy when he svas imprisoned by them* (Cf. 

CLXXIV)* Afterwards he was released by Aurungicbe's order. 1693, 
In 1697 he was appointed governor of Bcrar, Before 1701 he was governor 
of Haidcrabad. In 1707 Aurungrebc made him governor of liijapur. He 
died ID 1709 on account of wounds received in battle near Haidcrab.u! 
(Deecan) against his eldest brother Mua/^am. lie was a pocl and a ]e«irne%i 
man* Cf« Let* OXXVL 

2. CL LcU VII and LXXIL 

10 
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Master of both the worlds (»’. c., God), it is a bounden duty 
of the Mohemadans and of (my) sons also to protect and 
save them according to outward circumstances. A'azam 
is also near me ; and I have spoken to him what was ne¬ 
cessary about you. You should also accept my last will®. 

It should not be that the Mohemadans be killed (in war) ; 
and the blame (of their being killed) will remain upon the 
neck of this useless (creature—i.c., Aurungzebe). I entrust 
you and your sons to (the care of) God and I myself ask 
your leave for departure (from this world). (My) condition 
is distracted (i. c., I am restless). Bahadur Shiih is in the 
same place in which he was. (My) grandson, the glorious 
A'azim, is gone to the frontier of India. (My) grandson 
Bahadur is in the neighbourhood of Giijarat. Hiyat-un- 
Nisii (or Zinat-un-Nisd ? ), who has not enjoyed the plea¬ 
sures of the world, is in grief. The Begum know's her own 
condition her condition is so bad that it cannot be 

described). Udepuri,* your mother, was with me in (my) 
sickness. She intends to accompany me (after my death— 
i. c., she will soon die after me like a Hindu ‘ Sati ’ ). 
Though my relatives and servants shew wheat and sell 
barley (i.c., are hypocrites), you should give them employ¬ 
ment through kindness, mildness, and carelessness (towards 
their hypocrisy). You should cut the coat according to 
the cloth. May the peace of God be upon you. 


Attordiny to thij will Awrongtebe divided Ms kingdom among Ills 
three surviving sons .-*nd appointed Mua«am his successor. But Oils will 
was nol carried oui cither by A’uram or by K.-im Bakhsha, because they 
successively declared sN-ar against ihcir eldest brother Muauam lor the 
throne and in turn lost their lives in the field. 

4. The mother ol K.im Bakhsha and the favourite wile ol Aurungiebc. 
Some say she was a Christian from Georgia, and was purchased by Dara, 
on whose execution she p.iS5,ed into the hands ol Aurungrebc. According to 
others she was a Sisodia Rajput woman ol Jodhpur. Once she fell into the 
hands of the Rajputs of the Rina ol Chilor; but the Rana sent her back to 

Aurung.ccbc with honour, (1679)* 

Major Tod and Gram Dulf call her Jodhpuru 
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Letters addressed to 

Prince Muhammad Ma’az-Od-Din Bahdd^lr^, 
the eldest son of Sultan Muhammad Mnazzam. 

Sh^h Alam Bahad^lr (the crown prince). 

1706 . LETTER LXXIV. 

Grandson Bahadur, (your) victory over Malek Gh^izi 
and his defeat gave me much pleasure and 1 praise you for 
that. As a reward for (this) great service you are given 
the ‘ faujdtirship’ of Lakhi Jungle-, a military title of 
* Dah-Hazuri,^ and an additional title. Along with a*man- 
date conferring these posts, a robe of honour, a sword, a 
horse, an elephant and jewels will be sent to you. You 
should pay greater and greater attention to conquering 
kingdoms and extirpating the rebels from the district (t.e., 
Lakhi Jungle), which should be the duties of princes. You 
should not wait for (my) order to punish the rebels, and 
you should not expect an additional title like (the govern¬ 
ment) servants, because the kingdom belongs to you (L e., 
you arc a prince). I am like the sun on the border of the 
horizon (i. e., I am old and nearing death). 


LETTER LXXV. 

Brave grandson, the sagacious sons should not write 
(to me) asking for additional titles to reporters. Why do 


1. The eldest son of Muazzam, born in the Deccan in 1662. In 1694 
he was sent against Famala. Aurungsebe appointed him governor of 
Multan. He came to the throne after his father as Jehandar Shah. 171a. 
But in one year he was defeated near Agra, then impiisoncd, and at last 
put to death by Farukh Shiar. 1713. He used- to pass most of his time 
svith his mistress Lil Kunwar. 

3. A district near Delhi, in the Punjab, It was devastated by Fateh 
Khan Jit in Sher Shah's time. 

3. Cf. Let, XVI. (3000 X a-h 3000x3=10000). 
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you make me this unreasonable request ? But if you think 
it proper, the service of reportership will be s'iven to ano¬ 
ther, because the present reporter docs not perform his duty 
well (he is not a true reporter). (Couplet) “ When selfish¬ 
ness came, merit was concealed ; a hundred curtains of 
hearts («. e., men) fell on eyes (i. c., merit is not appreciated 
and rewardetlbv scllish people ; they are blind to merit). 
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Letters addressed to 

Prince Nluhainmad Bid/ir Bak'ita', 
the eldest son of Sultan Muhammad A’azam ShAh Bahadilr. 

LETTER LXXVI. 

My grandson BahAdur, from outside reports I came to 
know that during the time of your stay at FatehpAr-, 
wicked persons attacked the place of Doharah which was 
attached (given) to Jehain Ara Begum * for the expenses o 
her garden. The Begum wrote this to you ; and you teu- 
dered her a letter of apology. Why did you not communi¬ 
cate this circumstance to me ? Why did you conceal the 
correspondence that passed between you and the Begum . 

LETTER LXXVII. 

Brave grandson, as you have before sent me a present 
for conquering the fortress of Bareetee Shah, this (second) 
present for the same purpose is a repetition (only). s 


1. eldest son. born in 1670. He took part with hi, father in 
the Deccan War. In 1691 he was given the title of ‘ Hahudur. In 170^ 1 
was appointed governor of Khandesh, and in i?® ! governor o ^ 
From 1705 to 1706 he was viceroy of Gujarat. He was s am m t >c a e 
between bis father and Muaw:am at Agra. 1708, Of. Let. XI. 

2. Lit. ‘ the City of Victory’; a town near Agr.u 

3. The daughter of Shah Jehan by Mumtae Mahal, born in 1614. 
She was accomplished, beautiful and heroic. Once »he wa, dangerousl) 

burnt and restored to health by Dr. Boughton. an Engh.h 

died in 168,. She was strongly attached to her father and brother Uara 

whom she supported ; and thus she formed a conlr.-ist to her younger smer 

Uoshan Ara who helped Aurungzebe in Kis ambitious designs 

liim 10 de.hrone Shah Jehan. Jehan Ara was never 

generally known by the name of Begum Sahib. She 

Tn the fort of Agra where he was imprisoned. After Shah ^ 

(.666) Aufungzcbc forgave her former conduct and treated her with kmdncs. 

atid liberality^ 

In .hi, letter there seems 10 be some discrepancy which is not clear. 
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you are going on an expetlitlon I do not accept the second 
present (because you will require more money lor the ex» 
pedition) ; but forgetfulness on your part cannot be 
justified. 


LETTER LXXVIII. 

Grandson Bahadilr, for removing physical diseases and 
avoiding dangers you should continue the morning prayer 
which is accepted by God. All erudite and learned per¬ 
sons unanimously agree that to blow on water by reciting 
‘ SOrat-i-Ikhalns’ and * Surat-i-Shafa’a’^ and then to drink 
that water is the great and immediate cure (of diseases). 
Though to weigh the entire body of a person against gold, 
silver, copper, corn, oil and other commodities is not the 
practice of the country of our ancestors and of the Mohe- 
madans of this country (i. c., India), many needy and poor 
persons are benefited by this practice (therefore we must 
also observe this practice)®. His Majesty (ShAh JehAn) 


I. Lit. • the Chapter on Sincerity * and ‘the Chapter on Cure’—two 
chapters m tlic KorAn. This idea seems to be somewhat i^oroastriane 

a* This practice of UoU da*a’ (weighing charity) was common among 
ihe former Hindu Rajahs« Shivaji also practised this. Here Aurungxebe 
approves of a Hindu custom, though elsewhere (Ch Let II) he condemns 
Hindu customs and rites. Aurung/ebe also weighed himself against gold on 
his birthdays and distributed it amongst the poor. About Aurungzebe s 
charity, besides the *lola dana* (charitv)^ it i* mentioned in •Mir-At^i-Alam 
that ‘ the annua) sum expended in charily amounted to one lac and forty* 
nine thousand rupees.* Cf. Let. CLXXVf. 

** From reasons of auspiclousncss, and as an opportunity of bestowing 
presents upon the poor, His Majesty (Akbar) is weighed twice a year. 
Various articles are put into the scales. On the first day of the month of 
Aban (iSth October), which is the solar anniversary of the emperor, 11 . M# 
is weighed twelve times against the following articles; gold, quicksilver, 
silk, perfumes, copper, rQh»i«tutiya, drugs, ghee, iron, rice^^milk, seven 
kinds of grain, salt. H. M. is weighed a second time on the 5th of Rajab 
(the lunar birthday of the emperor), against eight articles, vu, silver, tin, 
cloth, lead, fruils, mustard oil, and vegetables. 
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also used to weigh (against gold, silver &c.) his auspicious 
body twice a year and (then ) to distribute the gold and 
silver equal to the weight of his own body among the pocr. 
If this light of my eyes (i. e., grandson Bahadur) will weigh 
his body against various commodities, which arc mentioned 
in the letter, fourteen times a year, it will be efficacious for 
removing mental and physical calamities. (Couplet) “ You 
(». c., God) know our (man’s) weakness, anxiety, and inva¬ 
lidity ; and You also know the remedy and cure of our dis¬ 
eases.” God is the curer and healer of diseases ; God is 
perfect ; and God is holy. 


LETTER LXXIX. 

Deargrandson, why is your officer absent from perform¬ 
ing state affairs ? He should not be given a post in the 
state, because he does not serve the state and the army. 
You should not act like your officer. Send him to me or 
keep him as your servant. This (not performing the state 
affairs though being state servants) is the habit of Firilz 
Jang and Nasrat Jang^. This light of ray sight (». c., grand¬ 
son Bahadur) should not follow such men. (Quatrain) 
“ The time of permanency (i. c., of the world) passes away 
like the wind in the desert. Misery and happiness, beauty 
and ugliness, pass away (i. c., time does not stop for any 
one). Everything in the world perishes. The oppressor 


both occasions the festival of Sal^^irih (birthday) is celebrated, when 
donations, or grants of pardon, arc bestowed upon people o( all ranks. 

**The imperial princes, sons, and grandsons of Il« M., are weighed once 
in every solar year*** Ain-i-Akbari* 

According to the Tu2uk-i*Jchungiri and Tidishah Nimeh, this practice 
of weighing of the royal person was introduced by Akbar. It is an old 
Hindu custom. Even the solar ‘wain* (15th October) was retained by 
Aurungzebe* 

!• This is a bad remark against Auruiig^bc*s two generals* Ch Let* 
XVI and LXXXIV* 
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thought that he oppressed us (i. c., others) ; but the burdeu 
of oppression remained on his own neck and passed away 
from ours (i. c., the oppressor thinks that the oppressed are 
suffering under his oppression ; but really the oppressed are 
free from the burden of oppression after a time, while the 
oppressor is never free from it in his life, because he will be 
punished for oppression in the next world) 


LETTER LXXX. 

My brave grandson, at this time there is a dearth of 
good men and women (». c., are very rare).' Work must 
be done according to the dictates of the heart and not 
according to the sayings of bad people. More than this 
cannot be written ; because it causes slander and sin. 
(Verse) “ The wall has got ears ; move your lips after 
thinking (». e., think before you speak)”. 


LETTER LXXXI. 

My brave grandson, there is an enmity between the 
physically and mentally weak Khan Alam' and Nasrat 
Jang, You should make Rao Dulip- a mediator between 
them .and reconcile them to each other. H.aving tried to 
win the heart of Nasrat Jang, appoint his secretary to the 
governorship of Mulwil. Fida Khnn'‘ should be sent for 
stewardship. 


I. Cf. Lci. LVI. 


t. Tidv of Ikhalas Khun ^vho served nnder Aurunjjrcbe. He was 
ralsedjo the r.nnk of jooo in i6Sg, with the title of Kii.in Alain. In iOo6 
the nmk of 6000 was conferred on him. He took an active p.art in 
capturing Sanibhdji. 1689. Alter Aurun^'zebe's death he took up the cause 
of A’azam .against Muazzam and fell in battle in 1707. 


J. 



Cf. Let. CLXII. 

Fidi Khun Kukch was made I'ovcrnor of Kubul in 1O6S. 



81 


LETTER LXXXII. 

N'ly dear graiid;>oii, may you be benefited aiul prosper¬ 
ous. in religious and worldly matters* You conijucrcd the 
fortresses of Tarkand' and Navalkand- from wicked and 
misguided people. May God be praised. The achieve¬ 
ment of this dear son deserves much praise and laudation. 
Your Shaiiisheer Khiin^ is also a good counsellor. A good 
work proceeds from a good man. I changed the name of 
Tarkand into Shamsheer Gadha (lit. the fortress of Sham- 
sheer Khan). The conquest of the fortresses by one (i. c., 
by you) and the claim of the conquest by the other (i.c., by 
me) excite the special greed of the world conquering (t. e., 
my) treasury. (Couplet) “The sockets of the eyes of the 
greedy are never filled (t. c., the greedy are never satisfied). 
Till the shell was not contented it was not filled (with 
pearls-t. c., even the shell is not satisfied though it gets 
many pearls in it)”. 


LETTER LXXXin. 

Grandson Bahadur, to win the hearts of soldiers is the 
greatest part of success^. He of a happy disposition and 
of a high birth (i. you) should try his best to execute 
this affair according to the entire sound advice of his fore¬ 
fathers. Because on the continent of India, this piece of 
bread (i.c., the Mogul Empire) is a generous gift (to us) 
from Their Majesties, the Lord of the Happy Conjunction 
(i.c., Tamerlane) and the Resident of Heaven (t.c,, Akbar)'^. 
If, through the blessings of the bounties of the Transcendent 


!• A town and lort near Shihpuri in the Deccan* 
a* A town and fori in the Deccan* » 

3 * Cl- Let. LXVII. 

1- Cl. Let. V. 

a* Aoulbcr imUiivc ol Auruui;4cbc'd liutuiUt>« 

11 
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God, you can do (something) for the stability and extent 
(of the empire), the eloquent historians will write down 
the details of it which will remain memorable upon the 
book of the pages of everlasting time. (Couplet) “If you 
are foing to enjoy the garden, be quick; because the spring 
will^^pass away like the colour of lawsonia inermis (a 
colouring shrub—i.c., don’t delay in taking advantage of the 
opportunity offered to you ; otherwise you will lose it and 
there will be no chance of your having it again)”. 


1703 . LKTTER LXXXIV.J 

Grandson Bahiidur, the expenses incurred by Khan 
Firuz Jang for his followers (in receiving me when I was 
passing from BahAd^rgadh) appeared to me more than 
proportionate to his rank and salary. (During my reception 
bv him) I observed guns, ‘rekhlAs’*, ‘bans’®, ‘rnm-jangis'*, 
‘j'azayars'®, ‘god-nils’*'-, ‘shutOr-nAIs’’, ‘gaj-nftU’**, riding 


j. In this letter we find th.-it Aurungsebe could not bear to sec his 
-cnerals displaying greater pomp and dignity than himscH ; and confisc.itcd 
much ol their property. A part o( this letter is quoted by the author of 
• M*’asir-i-Alamgiri.' d. Let. CLVII. 

a Wheels or carriages on which guns arc carried. An Indian word, 
also used lor carriages drawn by bullock*, seen often in Bombay. 

j. Contraction of '.sgni-hin* —fire-arrows. (Sans.). 

4. Harps invented by Uam, the lover of Vecs, (I’cr*. Jangi8=chaiigis-^ 
harps). Hence, military horns. 

3. Large muskets (an Indian term). 

fi. Guns carried on horses (an Indian word). 

7, Guns carried on camels (a Persian word). 

8 Guns carried on elephants (an Indian word). Sans, 'gaj’ or *g4n‘= 
an elephant. Cf. * Gaj Pali’ or 'Gan Pati ’ (the Lord ol Elephants), a 
Hindu god, son ol Shiva and Parvaii. 

«« Again, he (Akbar) made another kind of gun. which can easily be 

carried by a single elephant) such guns have the name of gaj-n.ils.’’ 
^ Ain-i-Akbari. 



horses with necessary equipments, horses and elephants 
equipped with armours stuffed with sdk, other necessary 
things of pomp and dignity, and many other things which 
were either necessary or unnecessary. Therefore I con¬ 
fiscated many of the belongings of the Khan. Why do you, 
who have got things double those of the Khan, waste 
money and spend it without any cause? To spend money 
after useful things is necessary ; but to spend it after other 
things (i.e., useless things) is for self-adornment. 

1692. ■ Letter LXXXV. 

Grandson BahiidiSr, I read (your) petition word by 
word. It enjoins two alternatives (1. e., you should choose 
one of the alternatives). I must go to Miilva and Akbar- 
ilbad^, and you, to the Deccan, or vice versa. Write to me 
which of the two alternatives you find suitable. 


LETTER LXXXVI. 

Brave grandson, this light of sight (i. dear grandson 
BahiidQr) writes in (the beginning of) many letters (to me) 
y May eternity join with fortune (i.e., may your-Aurung- 
zebe’s-fortune be eternal)’. It is impossible that (one’s) 
fortune should last from generation to generation. (Then) 
how will it reach eternity ? (i. c., fortune is not eternal). 

(Henceforth) you should begin every letter (thus): ‘ By 

the blessings of the bounties of the Unrivalled Exalted 
God’. Because God says truly ‘ Man is created helpless’'. 
(Couplet) “ Know that the opposition of an enemy and a 
friend is from God ; because the hearts of both of them are 
in His possession (1. c., the source of enmity as well as 

friendship is God and not man ; because man’s actions are 
subject to God’s will).” 

t, CL Let. XL 

4 

{• A ptirase from liie Koran. 
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Letters addressed to 

Nfuliammad Azim-vid-Din BahAdiir,^ 
secotid son of Muazzaqi Sliah Alam Bahtid^lr. 

1704. LETTER LXXXVIL 

(^^y) grandson, well versed in repeating the great and 
ancient Koran by heart, some political affairs are taken 
into consideration. I am excessively desirous of seeing this 
light of the eye (1. c., my dear grandson). Having looked 
after the exalted government affairs and being desirous to 
see me, you should, in obcdiehce to my order, appoint 
N'lurshid Killli Khiln- to the governorship of your place 
(i. c., Bengal) and (then) should come into my humble pre¬ 
sence with elephants and the royal treasury. Nay, if you 
march (to see me) before receiving (niy) order, It will he 
considered obedience on your part. 


t* Azim«rid)*Shan» «econJ AOn o( born in 1664 of a Hindu 

princess* Auruni^z.ebc nppoinied him in 1607 viceroy of Bengal nnd 
• faujdar* of Cuch BahAr. lie made I'nifta the sent of his government nnd 
named it Aiimabad. In he sold to the Knglish the * zamindirship * 

of Cl^uttanutty, Calcutta, and Govindpur. After Atirungxebc’s death he 
joined his father (1707) and took part in the battle between Muazzam and 
A*azam» Second time he was appointed governor of Bengal (1707-1713) by 
his father. After the death of Ills father, he fought for the throne with 
Jehandar Shah and his other brothers* In the end he was drowned in the 
Kavee, a river in the 1 'unjab, while fighting (1713)* He was the father of 
Farukh Shiar who came to the throne niter JehanJar Shah in 1713* 

a. JAfar Khan Miirshid Kulii Khan, was appointed governor of 
Bihar in i7o}« Previous to that he was minister to Muhammad Azim-ud* 
Din. In 1704 he was appointed viceroy of Bengal* He founded the capital 
of Mur&hidAbAvl and namc.l it after his original title. He >vas the son of a 
Brahman converted to Klain. He died in the reign of Muhammad Shah 
about I73h and succeeded by his son-in-law Shiija-iid-DatilA, ancestor 
pf StrAj-oconnected with the Black Hole uf Calcutta* 
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LETTER LXXXVIII. 

Grandson Azim, it is not good to be careless, like my¬ 
self, of the Generous God and of oppression upon people 
who are the deposits' of the Creator. Especially it is very 
bad for princes to practise oppression'^. You should always 
accept as right, heartily and secretly, the true (religious) 
doctrines of death, resurrection, ‘ Sirilt’,® and divine punish* 
ment (after death). Every moment you should know that 
you are to depart from this world so that the new branch 
of hope will rise from the dust of expectance and the 
flowers of blessings will not be removed by the wind of the 
sigh of the oppressed <t. c., you will not be disappointed by 
the curses of the oppressed). Whence did you learn this 
peculiar habit (of oppression) which was neither practised 
by your grandfather nor by your father ? It is better to 
eradicate this foolish habit (t. c., oppression) from your 
mind. I considered you better than other princes (*. e., my 
sons and grandsons) and I thought you to be a future kirjg. 
(Verse) “ What we think proves to be false (or contrary— 
J.C., man proposes, God disposes)”. 


1. Men ftre considered to be the deposits of God in this world. 
Cf. Let. VH. 

2. Aurungzebe used to give advice to princes how to manage state 
affairs. He Avanted to impress upon their minds his standard of kingly duty 
for the responsibilities of government. 

3. The bridge on the border of hell, crossed by the dead-mentioned in 
the Avesta and in the Koran. It is named ‘Chinvud Pul* by the ParsU. 
Here we find Aarungzebe's sense of justice and faith in religious matters. 
Cf. Let. CXXXII. 

The author of ‘Mir-At-I-Alam* calls Aurungiebc “This most virtuous 
monarch,” and says, He is remarkable for hit rigid attachment to religion.” 
Again the author says,. “ He never puts on the clothes prohibited by 
religion, nor does he ever use vessels of silver or gold.” There it is said 
that Aurungzebe as a strict Sunni, followed the doctrines of Abu Hanifa 
and was perfectly acquainted with the commentaries, traditions and law. 
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LETTER LXXXIX. 

Grandson of high dignity, you have requested me re¬ 
garding the assignment of the district of Shankarptlr as a 
‘ Jaghir’ to Shah Alijiih your father). I did not know 

whence you acquired svich well wishing. It is no matter 
had Alijah h imscif requested me about wliat you requested. 
Otherwise remove such foolish ideas from (your) head ; be¬ 
cause they do not increase love and friendship (between us). 
Nay such foolish ideas are proper to be a cause of affliction 
to self conceit and pride. 


LETTER XC. 

Grandson Azim, though the produce of the * toddy''^ 
of Mahal- is meant for acquiring wealth, it cannot be 
understood which dishonest ' Kiizi’ gave you a decision (in 
favour of selling and drinking ‘ toddy‘). You should regard 
such counsellors, who are the cause of ruin to families, as 
the enemies of your person and property and as the evil 
wishers of your present and future lives. You should 
thank the Holy and High God for His bounty that He has 
bestowed upon you fertile and productive districts and 
everything cheap and abundant. You should consider the 
protection of the subjects as the source of happiness in this 
world and in the next world. 


X. An innocent Urink ol the people of Gujarat, Det.eal, and other 
parts of Indidi cbtaincJ from Jate^trees and palm-trees* The Mohemadans 
are strictly prohibited in the Koran from drinking any intoxicating 
spirits* 

a* y.e.i Raj Mahali a district of Bengal* There are many Mahals 
(lit* districts) indifferent parts oi India, Cf* Punch Mahal» in Gujarat; 
Bar Alalial^ in the Madras Presidency* 
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Letter addressed to 

Amir-»il-Umara Shayasta Khan’, 

Governor of Akabarabad .2 

1659. LETTER XCI. 

Faithful friend of auspicious nature, may you live 
under the protection of the Exalted God. I am anxious 
for you. On Tuesday, the 20th inst. of Rabi-ul-Awal'— 


I. A general ol Shah Jehan and (maternal) uncle o( Aurungtebe ol 
whom he was a great supporter in Shah Jehan’s court, lie was the son of 
Asaf Khan, Nur Jclian's brother, after whose death Shah Jehan appointed 
him his minister. i6ji. Shah Jehan appointed him governor o( Hcrar in 
1638 and governor of Gujarat in 1652. During Shah jehan’s reign he took 
part in the Deccan War with Aurungzebc who gave him the title of Khan 
Jehan in 1636. In 1O58 his nephew conferred on him the title of Amir-ul- 
Umara when he came to his side by deserting Shah Jehan and Dara. (Cf. 
Introd.). lie svas appointed governor of Agra in the same year. At the lime 
of the victory gained over Shuja at Cujwa he was governor of Akbarabad 
(Agra) acting for Aurungicbe. Afterwards Aurungzebc made him viceroy 
of the Deccan (1659) and ordered him to punish Shivaji. At I’oona he 
was surprised, when sleeping at night, by a party of ^fab^aUa» under 
Shivaji in a marriage procession; and he narrowly escaped death with the 
loss of some of his fingers. 1663. Then he was recalled from the Deccan 
by the emperor and made governor of Itcngal in place of the late Mir 
Jumla. 1666. Here he subdued the pirates of Arakan in the Bay of Bengal 
who used to disturb Bengal. Here he proved himself to be a great tyrant. 
His name is proverbial in Bengal as a despotic and tyrannous ruler. In 
1679 he rciorned from Bengal to Delhi and was appointed governor of 
Akbarabad (second lime). He died in 1694. (Cl. Let. CXXXlll). His 
original name was Miraa Murad. “ He was, without doubt, by his birth 
and connections, the first subject of the empire, not ol the royal blod; and 
Aurungaebc treated him as such to the end of his life.” He was an 
invaluable coadjutor of Aurungzebc. “He had the reputation of wriung 
the most insinuating letter, and using the most persuasive eloquence, of 
Aliy man in 1 lindostaii* ’ (Bernier)* 

2. The favourite and frequent abode of the .Mogul emperors, esp , of 
Akba^ who rebuilt the city (Agra) and named it after himself. It stands 
on the Jarana and contains the famous Taj MuhnI. Cl. Let. XI. 

3. The third Mohcniadan montlu Lit. ‘ the first lime ol spring of 

luuvot/ 
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the day ot writing this letter to you—Shtija^, whose lot was 
defeat, encountered the victorious army which was under 
the victorious stirrup of this most needy person (i.c., Au- 
rungzebe himself) to God Whose name is glorious, and 
found the return of evil actions in (his) lap, full of his own 
misfortunes (i.c., he was defeated by me). (Couplet) ‘‘From 
whose hand and tongue can come out the responsibility of 
thanksgiving to God fully (i.c., no one in this world thanks 
God fully for His bounties) ? The details of this great 
victory*^' (of Cujwii over Shoja) will be written to you 
afterwards. I pursued the cowardly Jasvant Singh^’ who 


4. sShah Jchan*s second son. lie was {^osernor ol Bengal in has 
fathcr*s timi;* When Shah Jehan fell ill an 1^)57 he marched upon Delhi 
with a large army; but was defeated at Bahadurpur, near Benares, by Raja 
Jai Singh and Suliman Shekuli, Dara's son. Afterwards he led an army 
against Aurungtebe when the latter became emperor; but was defeated at 
Cuj%v4, near Allahabad. 1659. This is the victory (of Cujwa) mentioned in 
the letter. Then Shuja fled away to Assam and was pursued there by 
Muhammad, Aurungrebe*s eldest son, and by Mir Juinla, Aurungzcbc*s 
general. At last he died miserably at Arakan, in Burma. 1660. Shuja 
uas a Shiah, a drunkard, and a sensual Mohemadan. He was too much 
a slave to his pleasures.*' (Bernier). He was mure discreet, firmer cl 
purpose, and excelled him (Dara) tn conduct and aJJrcsv'* (Bernier). 

5 * Aurungzebe was on the point of dclc^it; but the tables were shortly 
turned against Shuja through the bravery and presence of mind ol Mir 
Jumia. The battle was lost to Shuja through has mistake of dismounting 
his elephant earlier like Dara at Sainugarh. The date of the battle (1659) 
may be found from the following I crsian verse : • Shavad fatch mubarak 

b.id.i • (may the victory be happy). 

6. Unja Jasvant Singh (lit. the glorious or viclorious lion), Maharajah 
of Marwar, in Rajputana, was a Rajput general ol Sliah Jehnn with whom 
he was related. Along willi Kasim Khan he was sent by Dara agains^ 
Murad and Aurung/.ebe. Had he attacked them soon as they appeared on 
the opposite bank of the Nurbada, at Dharmatpur, they would have been 
easily defeated and the course of Indian history would have been quite 
Jiffcrenl. He delayed and attacked them after two days; but was defeated 
and fled away to Marwar chiefly through the baseness and treachery of 
Kusim Khan and his Mohemadan followers. 1657. For this disgraceful 
fliglil the Raja was severely taken to task by his wife. .Viter Dara^ dcfciU 
-II bamufaih (1659) he deserted him aud joined Auiung^gbc. Before ibe 
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Kad joined the ehdmy (i.t;., ShQja) last night before the battle ; 
but he fled away and went to Akbarabnd. Evidently he 
has gone to his own native place (».e., Rajpiltana). He has 
suffered a great loss in this world (by being a coward) and 
will suffer it in the next worlil (by being an infidel; for he will 
not enter paradise). On hearing the purport of this royal 
order, this arm of sovereignty (i.c., Shayasta Khan) should 
perform the necessary things for joy and pleasure (i.c., 
should observe the day of victory as a public festival) ; and 
should give thanks to the True Giver of Bounty (i.c., God) ; 
and should entirely engage in preserving this province 
belonging to you (i.e., Akbarubnd). Immediately I sent 
my dear son, Muhammad Sultan Bahadur", in pursuit of 
this ungrateful man (i.c., Shuja). I will soon come to 
Akbardbdd. 


at Cujwa, near AUahabaJ, with Shuja. he deserted Aurunjjzcbe and 
made an attack upon his rear at night.- but before Shuja was defeated, he 
ned away to Marwar through Akb.irabad (1659). Shayasta Khan, governor 
of Akbarabad, vms going to poison himself through fear wlien the Raja 
came to Agra. Afterwards he was pardoned by Aurungwbe and was again 
taken into his service, lie was made governor of Ahmcdabad. Then he 
was sent into the Deccan against Shivaji, Afterwards he was made govern¬ 
or of Cabul where be died in 1676. Maharajah Jasvant Singh, ‘one of the 
greatest Rajahs of Hindostan,’ was not of a firm and constant mind and 
was a traitor. He did not help the fallen Dar.i owing to the advice and 
threats of Raja Jai Singh. A letter written to Aurungzebe, concerning the 
‘ Ji/eca ' or poll-tax, on the non-Moliemadans, is generally ascribed to 
Jasvant Singh, 

7. Aurungzebe’s eldest son, born in 16^9. He took part in the battles 
olSamugarh (1659) and of Cujwi (1659). It w.-»s he who first entered the 
capital and took possession of it for has father. He, along with Mir JOml.-i, 
was sent to Assam in pursuit of Shuja. Hut after a time he deserted bins 
and went over to his uncle who gave him his daughter in marriage 
Nevertheless Shuja was totally defeated by .Mir Jumla alone and Red away 
to Arakan. Now the prince saw his mistake and came over to his father's 
.army: but was imprisoned by his father. He died in prison at the castle of 
Gwalior in 1676. He was married to a d.aughter of the king of GolconJa. 
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Letters addressed to 


Uinadat-ul-MilIk (the Best of the Kingdom), 
Madar-Ol-Maham (the Pivot of State Affairs), 

(i. c.,) Asad Khdn.^ 

1704. LETTER XCIP. 

According to the request of that sacrifice (for me-i.e., 
Asad KhAn), the post of second secretaryship has been 
given to Sadr-Od-Din Muhammad Khftn Safavi.® Now he 
should be summoned and be informed of this favour. Till 
his arrival that good natured man (i.e., you) should also 
examine the ledgers so that the clerks may not have a 
mischievous power by wickedness, and the business men 
may not suffer for the closing of the affairs. (Quatrain) 
“ Every one must purify his mind, every one must polish his 
mirror (i.c., heart). Help those who arc distressed; hear 
that this goblet {i.c., this world or life) will give its voice 
{i.c., you will have the reward of your actions in this life)’‘. 


1. Son o( ZCil Fikir KItin. At first he served Shah jehan. He wai 
second paymaster o( Shah Jehan and of Anrunyrebe. Atiruflgtebe appointed 
him liis minister in 1670 after the death of Ja’afar Khan. In 1674 he 
resigned the ministership, but in 1677 was made prime minister. He was 
al'o a Reneral. He w.sssent against Ginji; but failed to lake it. He was called 
• I’niadat-fil-Mulk ’ (the llest of the KinRdom). After Aurungrebe’s death he 
served Ilahadur Shah and Jehandar Shah. Me died broken-hearted in the 
reign of I’atukh Sliiar, by whom he was .irrested. at the .sge of ninety-four. 
1716. He had two sons, one of whom was called Zul Fikar Khan, alias 
Nasrat Jang, and was treacherously put to death by Farukli Shlar. Aurungzebe 
*ays in his last will to his sons, “ There cannot be a better vizier than Amir- 
nl-Umara” (i.f.. Asad Khan, svho had received this title from Aiirungzcbc 
ill 1702). The ‘ Scir-ul-Mfit;'»kcrin ’ calls him ‘'The last member of that 
ancient nobility which had conferred so much honour on the empire.” 
Iradat Khan sajs, " For above 3oo years their family had filled the highest 
offices in the state.” 

2. In (he latter portion of this letter we find Aurungzebe expressing 
disgust (or false saints. Cf. Let. CVII and CLXIX. 

3. Cf. Let. CL.W aud CLXVT. 
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That sacrifice (i.e., you) should write to Khan Jelnln 
Bahadtir* (to the effect), “ The horse merchants and others 
are complaining. This is a true tradition that ‘ Oppression 
will cause darkness on the day of judgment. Why did >ou 
not remember this tradition ? Why di<l you forget death 
which is near your artery which is approaching >ou) . 

Fear the wrath of God and the punishment of the emperor 
(i.e., Aurungzebe)^. (Couplet) * The mildness of God deals 
leniently with you ; but if you go beyond (the mild treat¬ 
ment) you arc disgraced (or punished by Him). 

That sacrifice (».c., you) should tell Nasrat Jang (your 
own son) and inform him that I will send him (as a present) 
an emerald ring which will not contain (on its collet) all 
his titles. If he agrees, only the name ‘Nasrat Jang’ will 
be engraved on it and then it will be sent to him as a 
present. (Verse) “ Do you know what was engraved on 
Solomon's ring?’ There was written in gold on the collet, 
‘ This world passes away.' ” 

I saw the saint brought into my presence by R’lh 
AlUh KhAn« (the Second). He was like a dandy and not 
like a former true saint. On seeing the saint I remembered 
the advice of MiyAn AbdOl Latif^—may his holy tomb be 


Cf. Let. XXVIII. 

5. Further evidence of Aurungzebe’* sense of justice. Cf. Let. XIV. 

The second portion of the letter seems to have been -written not in 
170^; because Khan Jehan Bahadur had died in 1697. 

6. CL Let. -\LV. 

7. Solomon the Wise, con ot David, a king and prophet ol the Jen s. 
Solomon’s ring is well known in Tccsian literature. It was through this 
ring that he is said to have exercised his power and authority over all men 
and genii. Once he lost it and consequently lost his kingdom and throne. 
But afterwards it was found and then he recovered his lost kingdom 
and throne. 

8. Cf. Let. CXX. 

9. CL Let. XXII, 
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sanctified—who. one day, spoke to this sinner (re., Aurung- 
zebe), “ You should not visit saints.”*” I s.-itd, If we 
worldly men engrossed in sins do not perform God’s duties 
by paying the perfect saints a short visit, what will be our 
case and condition ? ” He replied, “ Xhe prohibition is 
meant for the saints of the present time who do not follow 
the ways of tlie great saints of the past. If you pay them 
a visit, you will be more blind (than before). And this is 
not good. May God protect you”. That sacrifice (i.e., 
you) should write the saint, “ It is ordered by the emperor 
(i.e., Aurungzebe) that you should obey the order of God 
and give Him satisfaction. You are free to go wherever 
you like. Henceforth you should not disturb the emperor 
and me by your visits. You will be given a fixed allowance." 


I7o^. LETTER XCIIP. 

That sacrifice, let it be known to you that this sinner 
(i.e., Aurungzebe), who had refused to visit the above-men* 
tioned saint (of Let. XCII), has pardoned him by reading true 
traditions of the doctors of the Mohemadan law. When I 
thought well (upon this), I found my refusal to visit the 
saint due to the deceit and deception of the worst passion^. 
Otherwise how could I keep my desire (of visiting the saint) 
under control? (Verse) ” Passion is a dragon (i.c., it in¬ 
jures others); how can it die? It lies congealed on 
account of the want of means (i.e., passion never dies in a 
man; whether it remains active or inactive in him)”. 
May God be praised that I have not yielded to passion and 


lo Cf. Lei. LXXI. 
of ilcrvises shews that he 


Agrungzebe's coolempt for the assumed sanctity 
wns not superstitious* 


tl,e above letter. 

JUrc Auriin^ntche changes his niinJ. 


Cf Let. CXXXIV, 
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its deception. Especially, to rejoice at the loss of others is 
an act of passion. That sincere sacrifice (».«■» you) should 
request the holy saints to pray for (my) good, happiness, 
and escape from the fetters of passion. The (above-men¬ 
tioned) saint himself is a virtuous and noble minded Saiyad 
(a true descendent of the prophet Mahomet). If he prajs 
sincerely (for us) it is good. O God! let me live as a 
saint, make me die as a saint, and revive me on the day 
pf judgment among the saints®. Amen ! amen ! amen! 


LETTER XCIV. 

According to the request of that sacrifice (i.e., Asad 
Khiln), Ateek Alhih Khiin has been made permanent in his 
post. For this he must observe many conditions. Firstly, 
he must every year increase the revenue of (his) district » 
secondly, he must not practise oppression upon the ‘Ahadis’’- 
and must not ruin any village ; thirdly, he must make free of 
robbers the boundaries of his own * faujdAri’ and make them 
full of safety, so that travellers, way farers, merchants and 
* bipiiris’^ may travel without any anxiety. H he accepts 


3. Cl. Let. LXXI. 

T» An Indian military corps of tlic time of the Moguls, They were 
warranted ofTtcers* 

^ Most clerks of the imperial offices^ the painters of the court* the 
foremen in Akbar*s workshops* belonged to this corps. They 

were called ‘Ahadis** or single men* because they stood under 
AL:bar*s immediate orders. The word * Ahadi.* the h of which is the 
Arabic Zt was spelt in official returns with the Persian V; so deep rooted* 
says liadaoni* was Akbar's liaired for ever^'thing which was Arabic.* 

** For the sake of the con%*eniciice of the Ahadis* a separate divdn 
(secretary*) and a paymster were appointed* and one of the great Amirs is 
their chief. Many AUadis have indeed more than Rt. 500 per mensem.** 

Ain*i-Akbari* 


2. An Indian word for •merchants,* Cl. Le!- 
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these conditions and acts according to them, he will be 
given a written document for the post; otherwise, not. 
When the second Khalif Umar,^ the Lord of the Believers— 
may God be pleased with him—appointed, in his * khilAfat', 
one the governor of a province, he made some conditions 
with him. (i) He must not allow the door keeper to have 
a watch near the door of the court so that people might 
represent their needs before him without any diHiculty. 
(*) must spend his time in rendering services to the peo- 
pie of God. (3) He must not ride (but walk on foot, so that 
people might represent their needs to him). (4) He must not 
take anything from the royal treasury for himself or for 
his family*. He must follow a profession and (thus) earn 
his livelihood by lawful means. If he cannot earn it on 
account of old age or sickness, he might, by the advice of 
the true believers, take (from the royal treasury) occasion* 
ally one or three ‘diranis’;® more than this must not be 
allowed. (5) He must show (his) courage by dealing out 
justice to people ; and in deciding cases he must not be 
partial to relatives and friends. Many other conditions are 
also written in chronicles and histories. We, who are the 
followers of the Khalifs, should try our best according to 
our ability. O God ! guide us to the right path ; and con¬ 
fer peace upon good and virtuous people. 


3. Umar bin Khalt.-ib, one of the lour Khalils alter the Prophet- 
known lor his justice and bravery. He w»s one of the favourite companions 
and lathcr-in> 1 aw of Mahomet. He ruled for nine years (63^-643) as second 
Khalil niter the Prophet. He was murdered by a Persian slave named 
FirQi. 643. It ^vns lie who destroyed the old Persian empire. The city 
of Bussora was founded by him. 

Khalif means literally ' a follower * or * successor ’ (Ar.) of Mahomet; 
then the term came to be applied to the acknowledged head of the 
Mohemadant, both in political and religious matters. Here Aurnngzebe 
claims to be a great advocate ol justice. 

4. Cl. Let. LI. 

5. A small coin, worth about two pence. 
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1703 . LETTER XCV.l 

That sacrihce, you should bring to-day M^na am Xh 4 n^, 
the deputy of Sh^h Alam, who has been also made his 
minister, into my presence for giving him permission to 
depart, so that I should acquaint him with particulars 
about the evil intention of the wicked Akbar* who, with 
the hope of (receiving) help from the Persian Demon of the 
Forest*, has stayed in Hirat®, near ICandahtir®, and through 
the suggestion of the governor of that province, does not 
move further ; and who is waiting for my death. (Verse) 
“ I did not forget the words of the musician who, at the 
time of applying his bow to the cups (or pots) which cause 
danger^, used to say * I do not know whether the stone of 


1. The purport of this letter is mentioned by the author of • Ma’asir-i- 
Alamijiri’. \ 

3. Cl. Let. Vll. 

3. Aurungzebe's fourth son, bom of the daughter of Navar. Khan of 
Ahmedabid, in 1676. In 1677 ho'vas appointed governor of Maltva ; and 
* in 1679, governor of Multan. He joined the Rajputs and rebelled against 
his father. 1O80. He marched against his father with a Rajput force under 
Durgl Das ; but failed in his attempt through Aurungrebe’s presence of 
mind and cunning. Then he went to the Dcccan and joined the Mahrattas 
under Sambhaji, Shivaji’s son, at Rihtri (Cf. Let. CXI). After a time he 
started for Persia. 16S3, There he lived at Garmsir in Khorasan under the 
protection of Shah Husain Safavi of Persia as his guest and died there in 
1706. Thus he died one year earlier than his father as was expected in'this 
letter. The very words • the wicked Akbar ’ ( * Akbar-i-Ablar’) are also 
applied by Khah Khan to this rebel prince. Bernier says that Aurungzebe 
nominated Akbar for his successor, ♦ He was restless, turbulent, arrogant, 
and mischievous.* 

4. A contemptuous term for the Persian king Shah Husain of the 
Safavian dynasty. 

5. Cf. Let. 1 . 

6. Cf. Let. I. Cf. Sanskrit ‘Ghandharva.’ 

7. This refers to a kind of Indian music in which several cups full 
of water arc placed one upon another and then a bow is applied to these 
pots for producing music. There is most probability and thus danger of 
these pots being tumbled down. 
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the sky of destiny destiny itself) will break you (i.e.^ 

the pots) or me the musician) sooner* Muna’am 

Khtin’s plan must be nothing but this that he should leave 
his own son at CitbuP with a large army, that he should keep 
Muhammad Ma’az-ud-Din Bahadilr'^^' at MoltAn^^ with 
great preparations, and that till the decision of this case, 
i.e.y till the death of this mortal (t.e., Aurungzebe), there 
should be contentment in peace and in the division of the 
kingdom. 

1 tell you as a last advice from me that there have 
been many ambitious men, who by kindling the fire of 
warfare, have involved the kingdom into misery, passed 
their lives in bitterness and died with repentance. Ooe of 
these men was Dtiril the Pompous. Had he listened to the 
advice of His Majesty (Shah Jehan) he would not have met 
with misery and misfortune. It was proper that he should 
suffer misery (because he did not pay attention to Shah 
Jehiin’s advice). Though ambition gives man rest for a 
time, it makes him restless (for ever).O God ! better 
the condition of the followers of Mahomet; and have 
mercy upon them In this world and in the next world. 


1706. LETTER XCVI. 

I have communicated my devoted servant (i.c., you) 
the report, sent to me by Amjad Khtln, containing the mis- 

Aurufi}*zcbe says he does not know >v hot her Akbar or he hiinscli 
would die earlier* lie thinks that most prob^ably Akbar will die before him* 
Here Aurungrebe is compared to the musician and Akbar to the cup* 

9* During the time of the Moguls it formed a part of the Indian 
Empire* Now it,belongs to Afghanistan and forms the capital of that country, 
the Amir of Afghanistan residing there. 

10 . Cf* Let* LXXIV. 

11* A town in the PuDjab* 

13 * Here Aurungrebu seems to forget lits owu ambition for securing 
ihc throne by foul idguasi 
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manaj'cmcnt of the grandsons of the grandees and of the 
son of Muhammad Muzaffar Bakhsha. You should write 
to Muhammad laar Khiin^, who is negligent of God like 
myself, according to my order, for imprisoning the rebels 
of the capital Delhi or Agrti) and for not neglecting, 

in future, such worldly necessary affairs which are truly 
religious. Though it is not necessary I will also send 
you the order. (Verse) “You have got eyes; and the 
world is before you. There is no need of the teacher and 
of the teaching (i.e., man must get his experience from the 
world and not from books)." 

I came to know from the letter of a friend that 
Muhammad A*azam (Aurungzebe's third son) appointed 
his Own servants, on the royal road, to the post of 
* ddk chauki’^ *. Does he mean to receive the reports of 
the events (happening in his district)? It is strange 
that you have not represented to me this case. Possibly 
the prince is not In his mood (i.e-, is careless and in* 
diKerent to his w*ork). If he is not particular in his work, 
how will he manage the state affairs which are a sample 
of the affairs of the court of God (i.e., which are religious 
and divine)^ ? You should write to him to do away with 
that private (and not of state) invention (of * d(ik chauki ’ ) 
which he has introduced ; otherwise it will be abolished by 
force. I ask forgiveness from God for nsy every criMe and 
turn to Him (for repentance). (Coupled) “We cease speak¬ 
ing. This Is sufficient for the wise. We cried out whether 


1. Son of latimad Khan, grandson of Asaf KhaOi a nobleman of the 
time of Aurungzebe. He was appointed governor of Sbah jehan Abad and 
died in 1696* Me known lor his honesty* There was another man of 
the same name* who was also governor of Shdh Jchdn Abad* In 170J he 
was made ^faujdar* of Muradabad* 

a* Post; police stations from which reports can be carried to him 
immediately (an Indian ter<n)« 

3« Cf* Let* XII where the prince is represented os idle and passing 
away bis time in bunting, Ch LcU XXVllL 

13 
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tliCre was any one in the village, (/♦c*, a word to the wise 
is sufficient. I have given the prince sufficient advice; now 
it is for him to act according to it) 

The ring, with an emerald collet, which last night I 
selected for Kolli Klmni is simple (t.e., not engraved). 
Now I remember that his title is Chin Kilich KhAn^. You 
should write to the head of the jewelry department^' to 
call an engravers to get the ring engraved with all his 
(Kcdti IChan’s) titles and then to send it to the above- 
mentioned Khiin. 


NiramM’iUMull:, Asal his original name being Mir Kamr-ud- 

Dln. lie look part in the Dccc.'xn War. In 1699 he was honoured with the 
tillc of Chin Kilich Khan, In 170a he was appointed governor of llijapur. 
He distinguished himself in (he siege of Vakingarh. 1706. Bahadur Shah 
made him viceroy of Oude. 1707. In 1713 Farukh Shiar conferred on him 
}hc (atic of Ni»m*ul-Mulk and appointed him viceroy of (he Deccan* After 
the overthrow of the Salyad brothers he was made vizier to Muhammad 
Shah. After .n time he established himscU as an independent ruler at 
Haidcrabad in the Deccan, He was sent by Muhammad Shah against the 
htahrattas who compelled him to sign a convention at Sironji. 1739 « He 
died in 1718. He was the son of Firuz Jang and (he founder of the present 
Nizam dynasty of Haidcrabad* He was a great soldier and diplomatist 
and was respected by every one. 

£« Javahir Khan eh, treasury for precious stones, 

** His Majesty Akbar). appointed for this cfTice an intelligent# 

trustworthy, clever treasurer, and as his assistants, an experienced clerk, 
a zealous d.irogali (superintendent), and also skilful jewellers. The founds 
.-ition therefore of (his iiiiportant department rests upon those lour pillars* 
Tliey classified the jewels, and thus removed the rust of confusion." 

Ain«i*Akbars* 

Then the author (Abiil Fazl) mentions Uic different kinds of jewels 
collected in the treasury, namely# rubies^ diamonds, emeralds# red and 
blue ^yakuts,* and pearls. 
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LETTER XCVH. 

I read the letter sent to you by Rilh Alliih Kh:ln^, 
together with tlie report. But the letter did not please me. 
You will send Rdh AlhUi Klrnn the map according to (the 
request in) his letter. Why should I accept your request 
for keeping Abdullah Khiln- in his post when he has done 
nothin!! ? But when the above-mentioned Khan (».c., Uuh 
Allah Khan) is his superior, I accede to your request ; 
(because Ruh Alhih Khan will improve Abdullah Khan). 
God gives supplies and provisions to whom He wishes 
without any calculation. Now you should employ him 
(i.c., AbdiillAh Khan) in some difficult work so that this 
favour (of keeping him in his post) will not prove costly to 
us (by his doing something). 

You have requested me to favour Rdo DoUp^ with a 
*jaldO’*. Had he taken the fortress before your arrival 
there, it would have been allowable to favour him with a 
‘ jaldii'. When you arrived there, wliat importance should 
be attached to Rao Dolip ? (And consequently he should 
not be rewarded with a ‘ jaldO’ ). But after all ,he should 
be rewarded with a ‘jaldO’ for pleasing you or through 
mere kindness from me. 


I. Ci. CXX. 

a. AIohr wi«h Muliammad Ameen Khan he was sent in 1659 against 
Jasvant Singh in orJcr to punish him for his treacherj-. In 1669 he was 
made superintendent of the ‘ Ghosal KUanch.' 

There was another man, bearing the same name, entitled Punni, 
who served under Abul Hasan of Golconda. In i6«7 he descried his 
master and went over to Aurung/cbc. 

3. Cf. Let. CLXII and LXXXI. 

A prize given to a military olheer for his exploits (a Turkish word). 



100 


LETTER XCVin. 

This year Ameer Kh<in^ sent (me) so late a basket (of 
mangoes) as a present that many of them were spoiled. 
You should write him to send me mangoes as soon as possi¬ 
ble though I do not want them. (Verse) “ O Bedil!- avar¬ 
ice is never contented; otherwise most of the things of 
our livelihood which we use would be useless (».«., an avari* 
cious man is never contented ; because he covets more 
things than what are really useful to Inm) ”. 


1698. LETTER XCIX\ 

I condole that devoted servant for the death of Ameer 
KhAn-, though we must also die. (Verse) “ Though the 

I. a. Let. XVII. 

3 . Abdul Kadir Dcdit, a celebrated Persian pod of India. He was ;k 
Tarfar nnd in his yomth served under prince Aurun;;2ebc*s third 

son» who one day ordered hilfki lb write a pancj^yric in his praise; but he 
declined to do so and res4*ned his service and never afterwards served 
any one* Ilis chief works arcs * Muhit^t^A'aram' and * Kuka’at^i-nediU* 
He died in the beginning of the rei^n of Muhan^mad Shah. ^iiediP wa& the. 
noin«de*piunie of this poet* The line in (he letter is addressed to himself* 
Cf. Let. CLXXVIII. 

1. Here we find Aurun^rebe |*iving an order* for' confiscating the 
property of an officer who was just dead on the plea that the properly was 
public. (Cl. Let. CXXVIll and CXLVl). It was not good on his part 
to do so. He cannot be justified in this. 

** The barbarous and ancient custom obtains in this country* India), 
of the king*t constituting hiniscU sole heir of the property of those who 
die in his service.** Bernier* 

Bernier calls it an odious and lyrannical custom >vhich brought the 
widows and sons of (he deccAsCd nobles to misery .and wretchedness. He 
mentions two instances of this nature which happened in the time of Shah 
Jelian* In one of these the emperor svas deceived and disappointed by the 
'trick of his deceased noble* Nceknam Khdn. 

3 . Sumamed hlir Mirdni son of Khalil Allah Khan Yard!* his 
original name being Meer Khan* lie was honoured w*ilh the title of Ameer 
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soul reiitains fin the body) the path Of Hfe is not endless 
(».e, man is mortal)**. That sacrifice (*■«., >'©“) should 
write to the minister of the capital of LAhore^, who is his 
(i.e., your) brother, “ You should confiscate the property 
of the deceased (i.e.. Ameer Khan) with the utmost en¬ 
deavour so that not only ‘ nakeer*,-* ‘ katmeer',® * dAmi’,'’ 
and ‘dirami'", but even a piece of straw is not left. And 
having also enquired (about his property) cautiously and 
fully from outsiders, and from his followers and servants by 
giving them hopes and threats, you should take into your 
possession whatever you find' . Because the property (of 
Ameer KhAn) belongs to the subjects. When the king of 

the time shews, rightly or wrongly, a person more favour 


Kl.an in 1675. Cf. Let. In 1669 he was made governor of Allahabad. 

He was governor of Cabul in 1687 where he died in 1608. Aurung7.ebc was 
sorry to he.ar of hU death. He was a nobleman of high rank in the lime 
of Shah jehan and Aurungrebe, and a great favourite of the l.Mter. He 
was honest, sincere and loyal. Aurungzebe conferred the title of Ameer 
Khan on his sob after his death. 

There was another man bearing the same name, 5 aiyad Ameer Khan, 
who was-governor of Cabul In r662 and died in 1670. 

3, Tl.e chief town of the Pnnjab. It was the capTIal of Raftjit Singh, 
the Lion of the TunjAh. 


4* The small white covenojj over a date stone. 

5. The split of a dale stone. It also means ll»e dog that followed 
the seven sleepers in the cave in the time of the Roman Emperor Dccius. 
These two words (4 and 5 ) are always u>ed together and mean ‘the smallest 
quantity’ (of the property). 

6. A small coin. i/40lh of a rupee, used in the lime of the Moguls, 
esp., in the time of Akbar. The ‘Jam’ weighs 5 • tanks’; it is the fortieth 
part of the rupee. At first this coin was called ‘ PaisAh,’ and also^ 
• Bahloli;’ now it is known under this name (dam). On one side the place 
is given where it was struck, and on the other the date. 


*• For the purpose of calculation, the ‘dam’ is divided into twenty-five 
pans, each of which is called a ‘jeial’.” Ain-i-Akbari. 


It was a copper cpln. 

7s Another small coin, equal to nearly three annas, an ancient silver 
coin, the shape of which resembled that -t)! a dale stone# 
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than what is mentioned necessary in the Koran, the rights 
of the true believers (i.e., Mohemadans) are done away 
\vith. During his (i.c., Ameer Khiin’s) life time, I allowed 
him this crime^ (».e , to enjoy his property) in order to win 
his heart ; (but) now (after his death) why should I not 
take possession of his property? (Couplet) “I talked 
much ; now I remain silent. I told you manv problems ; 
now I am quiet (i.c., I have said enough, Now I do not 
want to say further)”. 


LETTER C. 

Muhammad Khiin^ has been given an additional title 
of ‘Sadi '.2 That sacrifice (i.c., you) should order the 
paymaster of the kingdom to register this title in the office 
records. Mokhalis Khiin^ will write the superintendent to 
assist the record keeper. Milkarain KhAn* will do what 
he has to do. 


1706. LETTER Cl. 

I gave a turban made of the Yaman' cloth to the son- 
of Muhammad Ameen KhAn^., You should order the super* 

8* Here Aurun;;rebe*t notion is peculiar* 

i« Son of Saiyad Murtezd Khan» He was appointed ^ faujilar * of 
Mewat in |69]« 

3 * A title or post given to a military officeti who had a hundr^tt 
horsemen under him* Cf. Let, XVIII, 

3. Cf. Ul* CXIV. 

i* A Nawib| governor of Muhan in the time of Aurungzebc, Cf. Let 

exxx. 

I. A (own in Arabia^ so called because situated on the right side 
of Arabia* 

3* Kamr*ud*Din KImn. 

3* He was prime minister of Aurungzebc before 1703. In (he same 
year he was given the title of ^liahadur* lor hts display of bravery during the 
siege of Kheind* In 1705 he took pari in the siege of Vakingarh* Jn lyoQ 
be was honoured with ihc title of * Chin Ikihddurr' 



103 


intencJent of the jewellery department'* to send me in the 
evening two or three turbans with their exact prices. 
Though it is not a rule to present a turban to a person 
whose post is lower than that of ‘ Chehar-Haziiri’,^ as he is 
a boy it matters not to give him such a present for pleasing 
him. His Majesty (Shah Jehan) also had presented (a tur¬ 
ban) to the son** of Sadik Khan Bakhashi. (But) H. M. 
prohibited him from putting on such a turban (given as a 
present) when he arrived at the age of discretion and grew 
up to be a man. 


LETTER CII. 

Devoted servant of (my) court, Hi^ssain Ali Khan^ 
quarrelled with (my) grandson Ma’az-iid-Din Bahadilr*, 
and without his permission left him and came here. The 
prince complains against him. He must be degraded from 
his post and his ‘ jighir* must be confiscated in order 
to set an example to others. (Couplet) “ Much endurance 
will make people lose their dignity. When a bow is bent 
(often) it becomes soft and delicate (i.c., as the bow be¬ 
comes useless when it is bent often, similarly a man loses 
his dignity when he is insulted often)". I take refuge in 
God from the viles and temptations of passions and evil 
deeds. 


4. Cl. Let. XCVI. 

5. Cl. Lc». XVIII. 

6. /.e., Ja’alaf KKan. Cl. Let. CXLt. 

1. Stxond son of Allah Wardi Khdo, a nobleman of hiyh rank who 
served under Auriingzebe, and died 1686, a day after the fort of ifij.ipur 
was uken. In tlie s.atnc year (1686) he had been appointed governor of 
llcr/tr. In i68j lie wa» sent against Sambhaji. 

2. The eldest son of the erown prince (Muazzam), Cl. Let. LXXIV 
and L.\XV. 
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I read the letter written to that sincere devoted ser¬ 
vant {i.c., you) by (my) dear son. The prince has request¬ 
ed (you) to add some portion to his fertile ‘ jaghir’ of which 
he is very fond. A portion should be annexed to his 
‘ jaghir’. You should write something (more) to my son for 
pleasing him. 


1703. LETTER CIV. 

That s.'\crlfice, you should think well that the depart¬ 
ure of Fateh Allah Khan^ to CabOl is most probably not 
advisable (for the following reasons): (i) he is the master 

of a large tribe ; (2) he is also powerful; (3) he is irri- 

table.and talkative. He had been sent along with Roh 
Alldh Khdn^ (the Second-as a subordinate at the siege of 
Parndid). He treated the above-mentioned Khan (i.c., ROh 
Alldh Khan) as if the Khan was his subordinate. Notwith¬ 
standing the gentility and mild treatment of the Khan and 
his own inferior post and a few men under him and my 
emphatic order to obey the above-mentioned Khan, he 
uttered such harsh and rude words to the Khdn that he 
(i.c., the Khdn) was ashamed and disgraced before people. 
You should watch the movements of such a man (like Fateh 
Alldh Khdn) who is a * Sch-Hazdri’ (i.c., has 3000 men un¬ 
der him), has got a title of ‘ Bahadur’”, goes to such a dis¬ 
tant place (i.c., Cdbul), and is cautious and watchful like 
Shdh Bahadur*. It won’t matter if that sincere servant 
(i.c., you) will think calmly on this movement (of Fateh 


1. Cf. Let. VandCVllI. 

2. Son ol Uuli Allah Khan tl^e First. After the death of Mukhnlie 
Khan he was made Rakhashi. 1697. He took part in the sii.-gc of Satlara and 
of I'arnala. 1699. lie died in 1704. Cf. Let. CXX. 

3. Lit. 'Brave.* In 1703 he was given this title. Cf. Lcl. V*. 

I,e., Muauutii. Cf. Let. L 
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Allah Khan) ; otherwise it is better to keep him here 
near us”*. 


LETTER CV. 

Sincere and devoted servant, Muhammad Ikhalus Insi- 
yat Allah Khan^ said ("to me) verbally, “The eldest son 
of sovereignty (t.c., Muazzam, the crown prince) has in¬ 
curred debts, and the pay of the soldiers is in arrears”. 
When he (Muazzam), without considering the ability of 
men, gives them posts and salaries without any reason, 
and when he gives them presents and shews them favours 
unreasonably, why should he not incur debts ? He knows 
the Koran by heart, and is an unrivalled learned man. 
Neither does he remember (the Koranic verse) ‘ Don't be 
extravagant in spending money’, nor does he read some¬ 
times, through mistake, the commentary on this (verse). 
(Couplet) “ Men have got their eyes, ears, and intellect 
open. I am confused of their deceit to God (».c., though 
men have their eyes, &c., open, I do not see why they are 
blind to serve God and why they deceive Him)”. His 
secretary is also unknown to me, his native place being 
CAshmere-. An arrangement should be made. The secre¬ 
taryship should be changed (and given to IslAm KhAn). 
Isldm Khdn is not (so) bad (as the present secretary). 


j. liut aiur all he went to Cabul* Cl* Let* V* 

j. Cl. Ut. CLXIX* 

2. A province in the North ol India, ' the Garden ol Ia*dia«* It 
(he summer residence ol the Mogul emperors* At prcMUit it is under 
native rule* 


14 
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LETTER CVIJ. 

Sincere servant, this night Abul Vafa^ said, “The 
materials (i.c., carpet and other necessary things) of the 
worshipping place (of the palace) are worn out and out of 
use”. Other departments are well furnished ; and the fur¬ 
niture of this prayer house is worn out. It is far from 
Mohemadanship (i.c., it should not be allowed according to 
the Moheinadan religion). You should soon order the 
steward to bring to the knowledge of the superintendent of 
the prayer house what things are necessary for it. (Verse) 
“ Alas ! alas ! we came to know about this very late”. 


LETTER CVII.i 

The dervish, who was brought before me last night, is 
illiterate. He seems to be an orthodox devotee. It is 
possible that he is practising hypocrisy. Many of his words 
and actions, one of which was the refutation of (the doc¬ 
trine of) charity, were contrary to religion. The king of 
the time is the trustee of the royal treasury. What he 
gives to others (in charity, from the treasury) is legal. It 
is also lawful on his part, if he gives away in charity the 
revenue obtained from villages which have been selected 
by him for his private expenses after the decision of the 
religious men and the consultation of the nobles of the 
kingdom. Especially when some portion is given in cha- 


I. Here wc fiiul AurunR/ebe as a devout and religious Moheinadan. Ch 
Lcl. CLX.KIV .and LXXXVIII. 

3 . Mccr Abul Vafu, gr.indson of ^cia-ud-Din Khan, was appointed 
snpcrintcndenl of the worshipping ph-icc in 170J. I Ic %%'as n very clever and 
witty man. Once he deciphered the enigmatical writing in a letter of prince 
Munuam to Aurungzebe which no one could explain. For this he was 
rewarded and honoured by the emperor. 

1. Cl. Lei. XCII, CLXIX and LXX VIII. 
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rity, from this income, to the helpless dervishes, how can it 
be said to be unlawful? You should ask him the reason 
his speaking against charity. If he gives a reasonable ans¬ 
wer, you should say to him ‘ This sinner (i.e., Aurungzebe) 
has also a reason for practising charity’. Otherwise 
if he does not give a sound reason), you should punish him 
like heretics, who fabricate something and attribute it to 
religion."” Stlltiin Mahmild*—may God forgive his crimes- 
did not allow half-hearted religious men and heretics to 
enter his court, nay not even his kingdom, so that other 
people might not be misled by seeing such persons in the 
form of the (above-mentioned) dervish, and they themselves 
might have no power to mislead others. O God ! guide us 
to the right path; and may peace be upon those who resign 
themselves to Thee and submit to Thee. 


1704. LETTER CVIII. 

Sincere and devoted servant, (my eldest son) has com¬ 
plained against Fateh Alliih KhAn^» At the time of the 
departure of the above-mentioned Khdn (to Cubdl) I knew 
that the company of this presumptuous Khdn would not 
suit the prince (i.e., Mdazzam). But what can I do ? I 
was forced by my son to send the Khdn to him. He insist¬ 
ed upon my satisfying his wish (to send the Khdn to him). 
Fateh Alidh Khdn should be deprived of his personal title 
of ‘ Pdn-Sadi’and of three hundred of his followers; and a 


a. The crcalest king of the Glia*navi dynaity ol Afghaniitnn, son 
of Sabuktgin, boro >n 967 and died in 1030. He invaded India twelve 
times; and during his last expedition destroyed the famous temple of 
Somnath in Gujarat. He is known as 'Bul-Shekan* (iconoclast) and w.as a 
great patron of Persian literature. The great epic poet of I’crsLa, Firdusi, 
who wrote the immortal ‘Sluib NAmeh,* flourished in his lime. The great 
Persian historian, Al Biruni, was also liis contemporary. Mahmud ruled for 
35 years (997-1030). Itc was a fanatical ruler like Auningrebc. 

I. Cf. Let. CIV and V. 
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notification oF this deprivation together with the depriva¬ 
tion of his title of ‘.Bahadur’- should be sent to the second 
record keeper. According to iny order, you should write 
to that most talkative person (j.c., the Khiln) ; “Does 
faithfulness mean injuring the feelings of the prince and dis¬ 
pleasing the heir-apparent by boasting that he is under 
your obligation by your service ? This is the way of mean 
persons and not of those who sacrifice their lives for the 
sake of honour. You should please me by your service to 
the prince ; and (thus) through his request you will' get an 
additional title”. Now it is proper if he repents of his 
former deeds. ^ ou should communicate to him this order 
and request the prince to shew him favour. 

This fortress-*^, if God wishes, will be shortly taken. 
But (now) it is necessary to think about the devilish Santii.* 
You should write importunately to Khiin Firuz Jang to 
punish that man, worthy of being kicked (».c.. SanUt), and 
to stop his h.and of boldness before his attack. (Verse) 
“A foresighted man is auspicious”. 


LETTER Crx. 

MOna’am Khiln' did not perform this work well. He 
did not discharge his duty as he ought to have done. He 
is inexperienced and talks nonsense. He should be in¬ 
structed (in working and talking) and should be punished 
by degrading him his post. But I myself (I’.e., Aurung- 


a. or. Lei. CIV. 


3* / Jinju This last portion forms quite 

S:in(aji ilicil in 169H/ 

4. C(. LcK .Will anil LXV. 

5- Ci. Let. LIV. 

* 

I. CL Let. VIL 


n separate letter; because 
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zcbe) want to be instructed. (Verse) “ I have become old, 
confused, and misled.” 

Abo Nusir Khan- has revolted in Lahore^ and has 
harassed the peoplb there. Either his head of safety might 
be itching (t.e., he might be endangering his life) or he 
misht have found the kingdom without the king* You 
should write to the paymaster and inquire of him about his 
post and title ; and in the evening or to»morrow you should 
inform me of this so that he may be brought to his senses 
by degrading him his post. (Couplet) “ When asses go 
astray, they should be beaten with sticks in the hand (m 
order to bring them to the right path)”. 

2 ^abar Dast Khiin* is a soldier and better than his 
father in state affairs. Having exercised his own authority 
in the capital of Lahore, he punished most of the rebels of 
the city and of its surroundings, and destroyed their houses. 
According to (my) order, you should write him a letter of 
congratulation Sind commendation, and get prepared a robe 
of honour for giving) him. (Verse) “ The pleasing good 
news makes work done soon”. 


2. Cf. Let. 1 V» 

3. “ In ancient aitronomical tables it is recorded as Loh^war. 

as it was on several occasions the scat oI government, many splendid build¬ 
ings have been erected and delightful gardens liave lcnl it additional beauty. 
It is the resort of people of all countries whose manufactures present an 
astonishing display and it is beyond 'measure remarkable in populousncss 
and extent. 

“Whether Lahore be the ancient Bnccphala, I do not pretend to deter¬ 
mine.” Aln-i-Akbari. 

Cf. XCIXo 

4^0 * He was sent along witli Raja Jai Singh and DilirKhan to the Dec- 
canto punish Shivaji (1661). Dclorc 1699 he was appointed governor of 
Udeh, nnd bc/oro I70.}y governor of the Punjab. Cf* Let. CXXXVllI. 
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LETTER CX. 

Sincere and devoted servant, you should take the 
foolish Kitm Bakhsha^ to the house of Muhammad A'azam 
Sh4h', and reconcile each to the other with an apology. 
(Verse) " The world is not a property worth a quarrel 
one should not quarrel with another for the pos¬ 
session of the world, because he has to go to the next 
world empty handed, without having any thing of the 
world with him)”.* 


1689. LETTER CXI. 

You should write Mvtkarab KhAn', who has been ap¬ 
pointed to take Barniild.*, according to (my) order, to 
arrest the * Zamindur'^ of that place. You should write 
him earnestly to go immediately to attack the Landlord at 
the time when the proud Landlord has gone alone from 


I. T<vo sons of Aurungzebe who quarrelled with each other. Cf. Let. 
LXXIII and VIII. 

( 

a. Here Aurunf^zebe seems to forget his own quarrel with his father and 
brothers for the sake of the throne. 

I. Otherwise called Sheikh Nizim Haiderdbadl, who deserted his 
master Abui Hasan at the siege of Golconda and entered Aurungrebe’s 
service. 1687. In 1688 he laid siege to the fort of Bamala and in i68q 
captured Sambhaji and his son Sahu. For this service he was rewarded with 
the title of Khan Zeman Fateh Jang. He had a ton called Ikhalds Khan. 
Elphinstone and Duff call him 'Tokarrab Khan, the Mogul officer at Colapar.' 

3 . Cf. Let. XLIII. 

3, Lit, Landlord ( Pers.), its Indian equivalent being ‘Desai.* Here 
the word is used for the licentious Sambhaji, a son of Shivaji, Sambhaji 
ruled for nine years from i6to to 16.89. In 1689 Aurungzebc pul him to a 
cruel death. He was an unworthy son and successor to his father. 
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Rahbari^ to the fortress of Khalnch*'* in order to quarrel 
with the tribe of Bargi. Most probably the Khan will be 
able to arrest the ‘ ZamindAr**’ and will take revenge upon 
the misleader and oppressor of the Mohemadans (t.c., 
the Landlord). May God forgive us. What can the Khan 
do ? God does what he does ; and it is God Who punishes 
men for their deeds. 


LETTER CXir. 

That devoted servant, to-morrow you should go to 
(my special) garden and enjoy the pleasure of the * g^l- 
dasteh’. ^ The guards of the garden, consisting of the 
followers and other persons who will accompany you to¬ 
day (for shewing you the garden), will try their best to 
please and satisfy you to the utmost. (Couplet) “ When 
you become his (t.c., when you be a faithful servant of your 
master), all the property (of your master) becomes yours 
(t.c., belongs to you, is at your disposal). When you turn 
away from him (t.c., when j*ou prove faithless to your mas¬ 
ter), all the property (of your master) turns away from you 
(t.e., does not belong to you and you are deprived of 
its use)”.^ 


4. Rahiri or Rairec, a fort in the Konkan, where Akbar, Aurun^zebe’s 
son, lived for a time, a» a guest of Sambbaji. Cf. Let. XCV. It was built 
by Shivaji in 1663. Afterwards lie changed it into Raigarh and made it his 
capital. 

j. A fort of Sambhaji about Co miles N. W. of Kolapur, now called 
Vishalgadh, taken by Aurungzebe in 170J. It was taken by Shivajt in 1659 
and was changed by him into Vishalgadh. 

6a The Khan succeeded in capturing Sambhaji^ Kalisip lus favouritci 
and Sahui his soni near Khainch when they were bathing in a river* 

Xe A beautiful structure^ in the middle of the garden, in the form of a 
bouquei ( Ters.). 

Here the line is repeated twice* In the first hcnustich the Persian 
word ^gashlan* means *to become,* while in the second it means *lo turn 
away from.* These beautiful lines were composed by Jalal-Qd^Dio Kunii^ 
the great Sufi poet of Pcnia. 
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LETTER CXIIL 

Devoted servant of the court, prince A’azam has arriv¬ 
ed (here). Muhammad Kiim Bakhsha should go to receive 
him. You should write to the nobles (to receive him) 
whose names had been verbally mentioned to you. 


1695. LETTER CXIV. 

Devoted servant of the court, Mukhalis is ill. 

You should go to the Khiin and pay him a visit and inquire 
after his health on my behalf. Such persons (like Mukhalis 
Khan) arc worthy of being remembered. His Majesty 
(Shah Jehan) liked much his manner of addressing him. It 
is riglit that he possesses the necessary qualities of honesty 
and faithfulness. May God cure him. To-day his son is 
not come. Where is he and what is he doing ? He should 
not be allowed to act according to his own way. You 
should take care after him. He has learnt by heart some 
chapters of the Koran. It should not be that he should 
forget them. 

I have sent to (my) devoted servant (t.c., you) the ori¬ 
ginal account of the undertaking of Ktisim Khitn*. with 


I. Al Arst he served Shah Jehnn. During Aurungzebe's time he was 
appointed governor o( liic Dcccan. TI>cu he w.is nmde joint adininistr.vtor 
of Dcngal. Cf. Let. CLVI. 

a. Muh.imtnad Krtsim Kh.tn.i.Kirmani, n very hr.ive general of 
Aurung^cbc. Me w.is successively m.vdc ‘fnujd.ir’ of ILvidcrnbad and of 
Bijapur K.-vrnatic. Me w.xs sent to pnnish Santaji who was plundering the 
province of Aduni in the K.-krn.atic; but was defeated at Dandcri .and his 
men were deprived of their .arms and clothes. After this, he committed 
suicide in order to escape from disgr.ace. i69'j. In 1678 lie was MiUsaddi of 
Surat* 

There was another man beating the same name, called Muhammad 
Kasim Khan, who was governor of Mur.ldib.id uiid who was killed in a 
Aght with Shuja. 1659. It w.is through his treachery and -basepess lliat the 
battle al Dhiumatpur ( 1637 ) was lost to J.asvaiit bingh. 
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regard to the conquest of the fortress of Chanchi*'', sent to 
me by Muhammad Kam Bakhsha^. You should inquire 
whether this account of Kasim Khan's undertaking is cor¬ 
rect or is meant to be the cause of the breaking of your 
heart* How many things are there which the people of 
the world, for selfishness, will not do; and how many rifts 
are there which they will not make right for fear lest they 
do not have their own work done ? (/.c., the people of the 

world, owing to their selfish desires, say anything they 
like ; and for serving their own purpose, do anything they 
like). What is better than this, j.c., Kasim Khan's cap¬ 
turing the shameless and taking his fortress 

(Chanchi) ? 

Sirddr Khan is also an old servant* He is not bad. 
He should be made permanent in his post* 


.3. Gingi or Jinji, a celebrated strong fortress in the Karaalic, eighty 
miles S. W. of Madras. It was taken by Shivaji in 1677 from the Bijapur 
government* It was besieged by Xul Fikar Khan ( 1691 ) who was after¬ 
wards joined by Asad Khan and Kirn Bakhsha ( 1694 )• Santiji Gorepary 
defended the fortress bravely. Kim Bakhsha \vas on the point of joining the 
enemy when he was imprisoned by Asad Khin and /Cul Fikar Khin. Cf. Let* 
CLXXtV. ^ul Fikar Khin w*4S recalled artd Asad Khin and Kim Bakhsha 
were left there. Meanwhile Kim Bakhsha had been released at 

Aurungrebe*s order. Asad Kh.io and Kim liakhsh.a failed to lake the 
fortress. Therefore they were recalled and Zul Fikar Khan was again sent 
there in 1696 who at last took the fortress in 169$. Cf. Let. CXVI. After 
thU it was named NasratguJha. 

4. Cf. Let. L.XXIIL 

5* Kiji Him, second son of Shiviji by Soycra Bii, who'came to 
the throne in 1680 after Shivaji*s death ; but >vas deposed and confined by 
Sambhaji, hts half-brother. After Sambhaji*s death he became king ( 1689) 
and established hts court at Jinji in which lie fortified himself against the 
Moguls and waged war against Aurung/ebe. Before Jinji fell to ^ul Fikar 
Khan ( 1698) he csc.aped from the fortress through the connivance of the 
Khan. Cf. Let. CXVI. Then he was pursued by the Moguls to Singath 
where he died of exhaustion in 1700, one month before the fall of Sattafa. 
The celebrated Tiri Bii svas his eldest wife. The ruin ol Santaji Gore- 
puray was a stain on his character. He was of a mild disposition, tie had 
two sons; Shivaji and Sambh^ji. Shivaji, Tara Bai*» sou, cainc to the 
ihxoae alter the death of Lis lather. 
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LETTER CXV. 


Devoted servant of the court, to-morrow the arrival of 
the prince ShAh Alam BahadOr^ has been fixed. The chief 
of the kingdom and other people, with an army, should go 
to receive him and they should please me with great cere¬ 
mony. (Couplet) “ Happy is the time ; because a friend 
(t.c., Aurungzebe) enjoys the company of the other friend 
(t.c., Shiih Alam Bahadilr)”.- 


1698. LETTER CXVI. 

Sincere and devoted servant, there is no need for the 
secretary to write the letter ‘ ain*,^ on his application. 
This ‘ ain’ of disease* should not be used in a petition. 
The letter ‘ mim’ representing ‘mOatebar’ (t.e., confidential) 
used by InAyat AlIAh Khan^ will be sufficient (on the appli¬ 
cation). According to my opinion, the words * according 
to my order’ are also superfluous in royal mandates. 

4 

It is well known that the first origin of tyranny in the 
world was small; (but) as each man came into the world 
one after another, he added to it, so that (in the end) it reach¬ 
ed such an extremity. You should inform AbrAhim KhAn^, 


t« Muauam* Cf* Let. 1 * 

3» Ci* Let. X. 

!• A letter of the TersiaD alphabet^ beginning the word ^ariMh/ 4 
petitione 

j. Or» *ihi% essence of disease*; a pon upon the word *aln*i 

3, CL Let. LVI, LXXl and CLXIX. 

4* Son of Amir*u)«Ufnara AU hfardin Khan. lie was gradually 
raised to the governorship of Cashmere, Lahore, Bengal, Gujarat and CabuL 
lie was honoured with the rank of 5000 in 1659 and died in the reign 
of Bahadur Shah. CL LcU CXIX and CXVIIL 

There was another man of the same name who was a general in the 
army of Abul Hasan, last king of Golconda. During the siege of Golconda 
he deserted his master and went over to the side el Aurungzebe (x6$6) 
w ho made him governor of Lahore in i688. 
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who does not decide the cases of the * Cdzis* and of 
other people of Ctishmere, that he has been degraded 
from his post. (Verse) “ A stone is {a sort of) retaliation 
on an aperture in a fortified wall (t.e., when a stone is 
thrown from outside at an aperture, there is no wrong in a 
stone being thrown outside from within the aperture, t.e., 
tit for tat) 

God be praised that Chanchi has been taken and that 
the accursed R&m(i has fled away'’. It was not very diffi¬ 
cult to capture him ; but on account of the negligence of 
(my) old officers (like Z^l Fikdr Kh^n) he has fled away. 
For a time the shop (or market) of my officers, fit for dul- 
ness, became active my officers who were generally 

dull became active for a time with a view to catch hold of 
Rdmd). These officers should be told to eat the world 
before they are eaten up by the world (».c., to enjoy the 
world before they die—said ironically). 


1698. LETTER CXVII. 

Devoted servant of the court, why does laar Ali Beg 
consider it right to live in such miserable and straightened 
circumstances ? He has not come across the prohibition of 
such a way of living (in the Koran), and he himself has got 
the post of * vakilship*. Why does he not act according to 
(the Koranic verse) ‘ Eat and drink' Why does he 
bring me and himself under the taunt of the people ? Man 
must be agreeable to every tribe. But what can he do ? 
because this does not suit his nature (t.e., he is not agree¬ 
able to every tribe). (Verse) “ Fortune is not acquired by 
the strength of one’s arm till it is given to one by 
the Generous God”. . 


5. Cf. Ut. OXIV. 

;• Here Aumngzebe seems to be a great epicurean, Cf. I<et. X. 
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His Majesty (i.c., Shah Jeh 4 n) was very fond of givinj; 
freshness to the warden HayAt Bakhsha (lit. life-giving) and 
other places situated in the palace of the capital, by adorn¬ 
ing them with trees, and by rearing up fruit-trees, and by 
cleaning ponds and reservoirs, and by looking after plants 
and trees. This traveller (in this world— i.c., Aurungzebe 
himself) used to enjoy them till his stay in the capital (i.c., 
Shdh Jehivn Abad) ended. It is better if Muhammad laar 
Khdn- goes to the gardens daily and tries his best to keep 
them clean and fresh. Henceforth it is necessary that you 
should go to the gardens once a day and engage yourself, 
with great care, in repairing the buildings of the fort and 
of the gardens. You should write to me about the condi¬ 
tion of all the gardens and buildings of the forts of MObttrak, 
Sdhib-dbdd, Aazd-dbuJ, Nur-bdri, and Saharand-bdri which 
belong to (my) dear and dignified sister, and of other places, 
with the details of plants and trees, from the time when 
this traveller (i.c., Aurungzebe himsclO went out of the 
capital till now, along with the condition of houses, (and 
in such .a manner) as if I saw them with my own eyes (i.c., 
so vividly) ; nay, you should send me a map thereof. You 
should write to me about the conditions of the vine yards, 
of other gardens below the fortress, and of the garden of > 
Muhasin Khdn which is much praised, and about those 
things about which you may have heard from reliable sour¬ 
ces, so that I may come to know the most correct facts and 
spend money in repairing those ruined places. Alas! I 
have not repaired my broken heart (i.c., I have not repent¬ 
ed of my sins) ; and wasted my life, like childre'n, in play 
and game (i.c., in pleasure). (Verse) “ I spent my life in 
play and game ; alas ! alas ! alas 1 ** (Couplet) *' Alas ! 
life has passed away ; and I have no consciousness about 
myself. Alas ! I have no hope of salvation. I said (to 
myself) that when I* was awake it was daytime ; (but) 
alas 1 the day has passed away and there is no conscious- 


2 . Cf. Let. XCVI. 
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ness (*.c., the whole day has passed away, but I have not 
repented of my sins)"^. 

It IS irreligious to imprison the plaintiff. Both the 
plaintiff and the defendant must be made free from the 
power of this suit. You should refer this case to the chief 
judge^ so that he may decide it according to the brilliant 
Mohemadan law and there may be no oppression practised 
on and partiality shewn to either of them. God be praised, 
that our ‘Cadi’ is honest, good, and pious ; he does not look 
on this and that man (I’.c., he is impartial) ; and in deciding 
cases he considers the true facts. Let them (I' c., the plaint¬ 
iff and the defendant) be pleased with the decision of the 
chief judge. 

ShTSjiv’at Khdn”, the governor of the province of Ahmed- 
dbad, has been exalted with an additional title of ‘ Hazari 


3. Cf. Lei. VII anil LXXII. 

“Although the supreme aulhoniy anJ the redress of grievances rests 
with sovereign monarchs, yet the capacity of a single person is inadequate 
to the supcrinlendcncc ol the entire administration. It is therefore ncccss-iiy 
that he should appoint one of his discreet and unbiassed servants as hii 

judiciary delegate. H capacity and vigour arc not to be found 

onited, he should appoint two persons, one to investigate whom ihcy call a 
Cizi, the other Mir Adil to carry out his finding". Bernier. 

5. Sbuja’at Khan, Karlalab, a nobleman in Aurungzebe’s service. 
First he was a ‘Mansabdar* of 4000 in Shah Jehan’s time. Aurungzebe 

appointed him governor of Ahmcdabad. 1684. In 1689 he quelled a mutiny 

at Ahmedabad. For this his firmness Aurungzebe honoured him v/iih the 
title of Shuja’ at Khan. Ilewas, before this, governor of Ajmcre and Jodhpur. 
After his death in 1703 Prince A’azani was made governor of Ahmedabad. 
The Khan was one of the ablest of Gujarat viceroys and w.vs very honest. 
He ‘had so long and ably filled the office of viceroy in a most critical lime. 
He was a man of great merit and high character and very fortunate 
throughout his life. Aurungzebe had great trust in him and throughout 
his services he was never found guilty by him. From a lower position he 
raised himself to a ver^ high rank. He beautified Ahmedabad by building 
the college and mosque still known by his name near the Lai Gale. He 
was the husband of Fakhr-Qn-Nisa Begum. Cf. Let. XXXIII. 

Tlicrc were many nobles in Aurungzebe's court bearing the title of 

Sbuja^at Khaa. 
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and with a thousand horsemen. You should communicate 
this to him. (Verse) “ These favours (shewn to the Kh(ln), 
which you have seen, form only a part of all my favoursj 
The important work (done by him) demands favours from 
me . If he displays loyalty and selhsacriBce in (perform¬ 
ing) the royal affairs and tries his best to punish the rebels 
and to win over the hearts of the landlords, he will be 
favoured more and raised to a higher position than this. 
(Verse) The ladder of this world is egotism ; at length 
we have to fall down from this ladder (i.c., man is sure to 
fall down on account of his egotism). He who goes higher 
is more foolish ; his bones will be broken to pieces (t.e*, 
pride goeth before destruction)". 


1703. LETTER CXVIII. 

Shajd at KhAn' is dead. *\Ve have come from God and 
to Him we shall return**. He was an experienced man and 
preserved good order in GiljarAt. A governor must be 
appointed for this province. You should select three per¬ 
sons yourself (for this) and then write to me. Prince 
A azam also desires (to be the governor of AhmeddbAd)*. 
This post should be given to the prince if he does not 
attach importance to the royalty and executes his work 
better than others. We expect grace from God and guid¬ 
ance from Him. In this case (of the governorship of 
AhmedAbdd) there is none more fit for it than Khair Andish 
Khiln. But they say he is almost blind, and consequently 
useless. Either he or another should be appointed. Ateek 
Alidh Khdn* is not (so) bad. You have stated well the 


l« Cf« the lait portion o( the nbovc tetter* 

A vene in the Koran uttereJ by Mohemadans aithc lime o( hearing 
of some one^s d^th* 

3. CU Let* VIH* 

4* OfsLcteXClVe 
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cases of Abrdhim Kh^n^ and of the Knshmcris of Hafz 
Allah Khan ; but you have not written in your letter about 
the consequences (of their governorships). (Couplet) “Pity 
on his (t.e., Asad Khan’s) knowledge and manners ; his 
truth-seeing eyes have become blind (for not representing 
the cases of Abr^ihim Kh^n and of Hafz Allah Khan in a 
proper way to Aurungzebe)”. What do you mean by not 
caring for investigating the truth regarding (one’s) honesty ? 
Therefore it is said that one who administers justice and is 
entrusted with the investigation of truth must possess up¬ 
rightness so that he may not decide the case either from a 
confession or from a denial, and may not be negligent in 
any way in administering justice, and may not be partial 
to the powerful party. Such honest and impartial men 
were rare in former times also. Where arc those persons 
(t.«., none) in the present time when faith is weak and the 
devil is strong 


LETTER CXIX. 

Abr^him Khan^ makes great delay in executing orders } 
(therefore) a thousand horse should be deducted from the 
number of his followers. You should threaten his agent 
also. My mildness confounds the state affairs (i.e., makes 
my officers and servants disobedient). It is true that 
(verse) * Mastership and service do not go together'. 

5 - 

6 * 

I. 


Cl. Lei. CXVl. 

Here Aurungzebe deprecates his owA llnics* 
Cl. Let. CXVL 
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LETTER CXX. 

Roh Alhih Khiin' has requested me to issue orders in 
the names of the ‘ divAn"-^ of the Deccan^ and of the com¬ 
manders of the garrisons thereof, so that by managing the 
affairs of the districts of that province he may take into his 
possession the fiscal properties, ‘ jiighirs’, and other effects 
which have been recently confiscated from the evil-minded 


1. Son o( Kluiltl AIKih Khan. lie was appointcil 'faujd.lr* o( Daba* 
muni in 1673. In t6So he was made head ^oont; and in (he same year he 
Wtts made *Mccr Atcsh\ After the death of Sar Iluland Khan he was made 
*Mcer Bakhshi*. (1680). In 16S1 he was made second Bakhshi; and in 
brst Bakhshi. lie was present at the sicj^e of Dandcri and was sent 
against Barnala and Saitara. In 1691 he took Riichorc. He played an 
active part in the siege of Golconda which city fell into the hands of 
Aurungzebe chicHy through the treachery of the Khan« He was the first to 
enter the fortress by means of ladders at night The date of his death (169^) 
may be found from the following Persian verse: 

** Fatch*i*kilIeh*i«Golcondch mubarak bad, 

Ruh Jar 

/.c.f may the (day of the) conquest of the fortress of Golconda be 
auspicious; the soul flfd awmy from the boily cf the kiugJonu 

He was a very favourite officer of Aurungzebe tvhom he served till the 
time of the Deccan W.ar. lie was the son*in*ta\v of Shdyista Khan and was 
very cunning and a great flatterer; but at the same time intelligent and sagaci* 
ou% After his death his son Mir llasan» entitled Khansad Khan ( 1O87), who 
was gmnd-steward of the emperor*s household (1696) and keeper of the 
privy purse, was also honoured with the title of Ruh Allah Khan (the 
Second) 1696, and died about 1705, In 1695 he was made •Mecr Atesh 
in 1696, he was appointed governor of Zafardbud \ and in 1699 he was 
made second Bakhshi* After his death his son was also given the title of 
Ruh Allah Khan (the Third )• Cf* Let. XCII, XCVII, CIV, CXLI and CL* 

^This term was especially applied to the head financtal minister 
whether of the stale or of a province, being charged in the latter with the 
collection of the revenue, its remittance to the imperial treasury and in» 
vested with extensive judicial powers in all civil and financial causes'* 

3* Deccan literally means ^ihc South,* being a corrupted form of 
Sanskrit *Dakhashin*« It is so called because it is situated in f/ie Soulh of 
India. It is to be distinguished from Ilindostaa or Northern India which is 
separated Iroui it by the riven Narbudda and Taptl* 
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Masi^d tChdn, and then he may write to me. Those arti¬ 
cles which will be fixed, will be assigned to that officer and 
treasurer (t.e., Ruh Alltih Rhiin). You should give him a 
document for the ‘jaghir’ assigned to him. And you should 
send him, at the time of necessity, the artillery and neces¬ 
sary things required by him for the entrenchment. You 
should write to him about these things. A collector should 
be appointed so that our ‘beel-dariln’* may send the trea¬ 
sury to him. The letter of the Prince Bahiidilr®, which 
has been addressed to the above-named Khiin, should be 
handed over to (his) agent ; or it should be enclosed with 
your own letter and (then) be sent to him ; but it is better 
that you write him another letter. This man (».c., Roh 
AlIAh KhAn) is not an officer who has always treated me 
in one and the same way. All his flattery was for the 
object of gaining his own ends. It is possible that inter¬ 
nally he is not sincere. You should think about him -and 
then write to me. (Verse) How can you make yourself 
a different person by applying paints (and cosmetics to your 
body) ? Though the garment fits the body, it does not 
form a part of it (i.c., good wine needs no bush)’*. 


LETTER CXXI. 

Evidently Zul Fikar KhAn^ has appointed persons to 
carry the artillery; (but) it makes Roh AllAh Khan hesitate 
in the midst of affairs, though it is also a state aflair. But 


4 Persons appointed to collect money and to carrj’it to the royal 
treasury. Lit. Pers. ‘bccl,’ a shosel; and ‘dirin.’ keepersi hcncc, diggers; 

pionecn to an army* 

5. 01 . Let. LXXVI. 

X, Cl. Lcu CLX« 

16 
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you should write to the above Khun (t.e.> Allah 
that be should use the guns (or taking the fortress and 
should not place any confidence in those persons (appointed 
by Zul Fikar Khan) till the conquest of the fortress (is 
completed). I saw the plan, sent by him RDh AlUlh 

Khdn), of the intrenchment of the fortress. The side for 
the entrenchment is good ; and in many ways, it is better 
than other sides. But from the absence of a ditch (in the 
plan) it appears that outwardly the ground must be strong. 
It will be difficult to undermine (this stony ground). Two 
or three bastions and ramparts must be raised, so that the 
heavy blows of the firing of the guns will shake the firmness 
of the besieged and of the walls of the fortress. This diffi¬ 
culty must soon be solved. I also issued an order in this 
matter. I write what is required for this with oiy own 
hand and with a great urgency. (Couplet) ** With various 
and different hopes we expect great success and victory 
May Cod forgive. 


LETTER CXXII. 

From the letters sent by the reporters of the army of 
(iny) grandson, I came to know that the army of Alltih 
Khiin, notwithstanding the approach of the enemy, were 
engaged in drinking, and he himself did not go to the enemy 
personally but sent others to punish them ; and having gone 
to the house of Navfizesh Khdn^ passed his time, from even¬ 
ing till morn, in drinking and in enjoying the dance. He 
did not restrain himself from drinking wine notwithstand¬ 
ing the prohibition (enjoined in the Koran). He stilt per- 


I. Kavaxesh Khan*i*Ruint, son o{ Islam Khan*i»Rami, his orlgloa! 
name bcin{' Muichtar Beg. He was honoured with the title oi Navizesh 
Khan in 1681. In 1687 he was appointed '(aujdar* and lorl-kccpcr of 
Mandvswar. lu 1703 be was made governor of Cashmern, Cf. Lot. XX^f^* 
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sists in (disobeyingj this prohibition (of taking wine). 
Therefore the reporters for selfish desires attribute many 
things bring charges) to the servants patronised by 

me. That devoted servant you) should write to the 

secretary to Inquire fully after all the posts (of the Khan) 
and then to write to me. 


LETTER CXXIII. 

You should write to Fateh AllAh KhAn'^ that his best 
services have been represented to me in details and they 
have been appreciated by me ; but he should not boast of 
serving me“ ; and he should not displease me by annoying 

the generals. 


LETTER CXXIV. 

I read the letter* sent by Mustmand KhAn and written 
by himself with his own seal, containing (the account of) 
the spoliation of his ‘ jAghir* on account of the locality’^ of 
the robbers. I have been requested by the Khnn to get 
his buildings repaired and the wicked robbers punished. 
According to (my) order you should write to KhAn FirtSz 

Tang, “ At the enemies are many* you should send 

to Mustmand KhAn*3‘jaghir-) your own son with a 

large army". 


Cl. Let. V. 

2 # Cf« XLV* 

1, The wor 4 for it in the text is •chhd^•ani^ an Indian word, meanm 
also a ‘wmp*. 
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x693- letter CXXV. 

Saiyad Sa'ad Alluh^ often writes me letters and re¬ 
quests of me the following things : “ The reporter® of the 

Harbour of SOrat® should not be transferred; the son of the 
deceased Hakim Asharaf should be given some service in 
the hospital and should be encouraged by increasing his 
salary”. You should write to the Saiyad, ‘‘ Henceforth 
you should not interfere in the affairs of the (government) 
servants, who are really oppressors, according to the deci¬ 
sion of the auspicious verse of the Koran, ‘ Don’t associate 
with those who oppress lest the fire of hell might catch 
you’ (and so on upto the end of the verse). Though these 
officials are not tyrants to others, they are oppressors in 
their own nature”. In every letter he expresses his desire, 

\ 


r. Saiyad Sa'ac) Allah Dom’lsh, a Mohemadan saint ol Aurungzebo'a 
time, maternal i;randson of Sheikh Vit Muhamm :\4 Saluni« For thirty«fivo 
years he acquired knowledge of every kind from hit grandfather. Then he 
went on pilgrimage to Mecca where he lived for twelve years prosecuting 
hit religious studies* Once the ^Sharif of Mecca disagreed from him on 
some point; in consequence the Saiyad left Mecca for Sur.Tt where he passed 
his remaining days as a hermit. He was maintained and honoured by 
Aurungsebc* He >vas very kind to men of every creed» He was learned 
and had great influence over Aurungtebc. The emperor used to correspond 
with him and had great faith in him* Once he wrote to Aurungsebe 
by way of recommendation not to transfer the reporter of Sural (Bakar 
Khan ) and the doctor ol the hospital of Surat* >693. Though Aurong* 
rebc complied with his request he wrote the saint not to further inter* 
fere in worldly matters* From that day Aurungzebe discontinued his 
correspondence with the saint. This event is mentioned twice in his 
history by Kliafi Khan w*ho gives the purport of the letter addressed to 
the Saiyad* 

I4. /.c* Muliammad Dakar* 

j. A ciiy in Gujarat, standing on the Tnpti, once one ol the 
richest cities in India, plundered twice by Shivnji. Formerly it was n 
great seaport; but has now been superceded by liombay. In the archi¬ 
ves ol the Mogul Empire it was called *lhc Ton’ or ‘Ihc Harbour', Shi- 
vaji used to call it 'the key ol his trcasur>-*. 
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with a prayer, to die in God*» ‘ Death is also life is true*. 
Xhis humble servant of the court of God Aurungzebe 

himself) always recites in his daily prayer this auspicious 
verse of the Koran, * O God ! Creator of heaven and 
earth! Thou art my master in this life as well as in the 
next ; let me die a Moslem (or a true believer in Thee) , 
and enable me to join the virtuous and the pious . I think 
carefully over the meaning of ‘ The man who dies this 
death (i.c., death in God) will meet, before meeting God. 
the prophets and the saints.’ o Though the learned men of 
my court have given nice interpretations (of these Koranic 
and traditional verses and sentences), I have not been per¬ 
fectly satished %vitli them. That learned man® should 
write to me about these phrases of the Koran and the 
tradition after an inquiry. May peace be upon you. 


1697 . LETTER CXXVD. 

You must have known that an arrow was darted to¬ 
wards YdkUt (Kh4n) and that it was found out that it was 


4. U. to die in devotion to God and then 10 be united with 
Sufistic lechnical term* 

5* From a tradition* 

6. /.«. Asad Khan who was a very Jeamed man. 

Thi. fact i. mentioned by KhSE Khan in hi, history. Yak« 
Khan, entitled MQharam Khan. ,vho vra. .n the of pr.nee Kar^ 

Bahh.ha a. hi. chantberlain aad .rhoo. the pr.nce d.d not •"'"E 

ol an evil temper. n,a. woonded by an arrov, by a compan.on ol the 
prince nrbco ho wa. Icavins the royal coart alter the prmec. ^or 'hm 
Lcof the companion, of the prlocc ,vere rmpcooed. 

named Hade, foeter brnthm of P'-- ^e d";‘no'f iihe mpmatir 

faemTir ^roSird in^enderia/him to the .ko^r. Ham^d- 
hd.Di„ Khan Eahiddr (cl. Let. CLXVnl) am. •» 

Hadu from the prince. The Khan (Ham.d) vm, '’P 

bnt at length wae .acccmlnl in impri.on.ng h.. I0.IC. brother. .697. 
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that unfortunate foster brother (i. e., Hadti) of KAm 
Bakhsha" who had darted the arrow. I punished the man 
who had darted the arrow and separated him from the 
foolish prince. I ordered what was to be done with that 
wicked person HadO) who was the worst companion® 

of the prince. He who has Satan as his companion has 
truly selected a bad companion. (Verse) “ The company 
of the wicked Is dangerous like fire. When the fire is hot 
it burns the body ; but when it is extinguished it makes the 
coat blacR (similarly an evil companion first annoys his 
friend and then blackens his character) By the bad 

omen of Hadn’s company the prince has been misled. Some 
‘ chillis*® should be appointed to keep a watch over him 
round his tent. And you should Inform me about him. 


Muhammad Kam Bakh9ha« Cf* Let* LXXHI* 

3* The yyoTilt * the west companion*—*bals-a 1 «kareen^^^ceur in the 
Koran and mean Satan. ThU phnuc^ eithcf accidentally or intentionallyi 
occurs also in ^Ma'asiri Alam(*iri*» 

Prom a strange coincidence Khufi Khan oses (he same verse in 
o nsec (ton sviib this event and says the prince sros spoiled by bad 
company* This event is also referred to by the author o( ^MaViiri 
Alamgiri\ 

5* Persons appointed to keep watch over those trith whom the 
king was angry; an Indian word. 

*Mlis Majesty Akbar), from religious motivcsi dislikes the 

name ^bandeh* or sla>’e* He therefore calls this class of men *chitjs\ 
which Hindi term signifies a faithful disciple (cf. Ar, ^murid* )• The 
pay of chilas varies from one rupee to one peace per diem* H*M» has 
divided them into several scclionsi and has handed them over to active 
and experienced people^ who give them instruction in several things^ 
Thus they acquire knowledge^ elevate their position^ and learn to per¬ 
form their duties with propriety'*. 


Ain^UAkbari# 
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LETTER CXXVII. 

Khdn JehAn BahadOri, notwithstanding his previous 
activity, displayed inactivity in this affair like old officers. 
When I reprehended about this his negligence he requested 
roe to forgive him. But he has not improved. All this ruin 
(of our affairs) is to be attributed to his insincerity. How 
should it not be that there is no act worse than insincerity 
(ue.» insincerity is the worst act) ? Truly. ‘The hypocrites 
are in the lowest pit of hell’*. You should write him some¬ 
thing "for his forgiveness and should suggest to him this 
(ICoranic) verse so that his eyes may be opened and he be 
warned against insincerity. Though it is impossible that 
the inward enemy (i.c., passion) should be strong, your 
greatest enemy is passion between your two sides (i.c., in 
your heart). Why do you allow this passion to really over¬ 
come you ? O God! release us from the fetters of 
passion and let us not die in its bondage. (Couplet) “Man 
received favour from God which was His first favour.^ 
Whatever is shewn by God seeks after the misguided (i.c., 
God shews mercy and favour to the misguided). Blessing 
and its acceptance arc from Thee ; security and fear arc 
(also) from Thee"* 


1694. LETTER CXXVIII. 

Amir-tl-Umarit^ is dead. He >vas one of the old ser¬ 
vants. ‘We have come from God and to Him we shall 


I. Cl. Let. XXVIll. 

A Koranic vemu 

3. Of being endowed with the soul before his existence. 

X. I.e. Shayasta Khan. Cf. Let. XCl. Aurungzebc was greatly 
obliged to biro for the possession of the throne. After the Khan’s doth 
Asad Khan was honoured with the title of Atnir-ul-Umara. CL InUoduaion. 
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return’*. He also possessed property. You should write 
to the finance minister of his province to confiscate his 
property with great caution and to take into possession as 
royal property every kind of thing obtainable from his ser¬ 
vants with force and strictness®. You should make the 
secretary of the deceased (i.c., Mflrlidhar) understand that 
he will be favoured for his good service. You should in¬ 
form me of the condition of the sons of the deceased.* I 
have also spoken to another person about this matter; but 
with the thought of looking after his relatives I have 
appointed, a second time, that devoted servant (t.c-i you) 
to this affair. Certainly you will display your worthy 
quality with truth and sincerity. Aman AllAh ICh»in® is 
not unsuitable for this work (i.c., for governing the province 
of the deceased). (Therefore) he should be appointed to 
(this post). You should inform me about his titles so that 
they may be increased. I intend shewing him another 
favour shortly. 


a. Ct Let. CXVllI. 

3. Cl. Lci. XCIX MiJ CXLVl. 

4. Cl. Lci. XXXVIII. 

The Khan’s eldest son, Abul Fateh Khan, was killed at rooai durihR 
Shivujt*s attack on that city* 1663* 

Another elder son^ Umeed Khan^ >vho was governor ol Bihir, died 
soon after his iather« 1695* 

llis three sons* Aitckiid Khan* Abul MVali* and Khoda Bandch Khun* 
survived him. 

54 There were many men bearing this name* One of them wa^ 
present at the sieges of Tom;i, Kajgarh* Turandhar* Singarh, I'amalla 
and Vish;ilgarh. 1701-17044 Another man, called llafis Aman Allah 
Khan of Benares* was an author and ^cadi* of Lucknow and died in 17214 
There was a third man of the same name who was •laujdar' of Gwalior and 
W'as killed at the siege of Bijapur* 16864 
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LETTER CXXIX. 

This office has been fixed on Usaf Kh;in'. The person 
selected by you (for this office) is also good; but he is a 
soldier. His business is not known. You should inform 
me of what you know about him. I am in need of an 
honest person for the ministership of liurlulnpur-. ‘ The 
most important work should be taken first'^. 


LETTER CXX. 

What is Mukaram IChiin^ doing? Notwithstanding 
his desire of (going to) a pilgrimage to the two sacred 
cities-, why Is he delaying,? What is better than this (i.c., 
pilgrimage) ?^ (Couplet) “ Pilgrimage to the Lord of the 
House (t.c., the temple of Mecca) is good ; but pilgrimage 
is to visit the temple of Mecca (t.c., pilgrims visiting Mecca 
search after the temple ; but really they should search 
after God)’*. 


tm Before 1705 he was iort^kceper of Kainrnagar* Irt 1705 he took 
part in the siege cl Viikingadli. In he was appointed ‘lawjd.ir* ol 

Imtiyd^gadh. 

7. A city in Central India. It was founded and named alter Durhiii* 
ud*DIn» a celebrated Mohemadan saint ol the Dcccatii in the lourtvciith 
centur>'* It became the Mohemadan capitgil of Khiiiidesh* It stands on 
the Bhcmiu It formed the head quarters ol .\urung^bc during the 
Dcccan War* 

3« An Arabic proverb# 

1* Ch Let. C* 

a* /*r., Mecca and Medina^ in Arabia. 

3. The author of «Mir-At-i-AIam’ says: ^SVlthough on account of 
several obstacles, he (i.r, Aurungrebe) is unable to proceed on a pilgrimage 
to Mecca, yet the care which lie takes to promote facilities for pilgrlais to 
that holy place may be coosiJered equivalent to the pilgrimage.** 


17 
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LETTER CXXKI. 

The presents sent by (my) grandson Bahjidiir*^ should 
be accepted (by you). But before doing this you should 
tell his agent not to send presents without (previous) infor¬ 
mation. May peace be upon you. 


LETTER CXXXII. 

iVIurshid Ali Khiin is a revenue collector and he is 
also not devoi(l of honesty. If this work is offered to him, 
possibly he will perform it better than others. You should 
ask him (about this work) on your own behalf. That old 
servant (».c., you) must have heard the case of FazI Ali 
KhKn^. An army should be sent to punish the turbulent 
‘ Kazal-bflsIuVn’.^ What is Khan BahiidUr Hamid"* doing? 
This sinner (x.c., Aurungzebe) wishes that no crime, espe¬ 
cially oppression^, should be pcrpctr.ated ; the result will be 


I. Cf. Let. XI And L.X.Wr. 

1* ** The collccCof o( the rc%*cnue shotild be a (ricnU oi the agriculturist* 

y^cal ami truthfulness should be his rule of conduct* lie should consider 
himself the representative of the lord paramount and establish himself 
where one may have easy access to him without (he intervention of a 
mediator. lie should not cease from punishing highway robbers^ murderersi 
and eviUdoers. lie should assist the needy husbandman with advances of 
tnoncy and recover them gradually* He should strive to bring waste lands 
into cultivation and take heed that wh.at is in cultivation fall not waste* 
He should stimulate the increase of valuable produce and remit somewhat 
of the assessment with a view to its augmentation* lie shall not make the 
occasions of journeying^ feasting or mourning an opportunity for eaactionsi 
find refrain from accepting presents*’* Ain-i*Akbari* 

2* In 1699 he was appointed minister of Multan* 

3* The flower of the Persian army, raised by Shah Abbds* Turkish 
‘ ka/al,' red and * bash,* the head or a cap, so called because they used to 
put on red caps* ^An* is a Persian plural termination* 

4* Cf* Let." CLXVIIl. 

S* Here Autung;^cbc strotij^ly condemns oppre^ion for the advocacy of 
jusucc* CU Let* XIV and LXXXVUL 
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that there will be order and peace in the kingdom. King- 
ihip is not maintained without discipline. Sometimes orders 
appropriate to the occasion are issued through the force of 
passion and without volition. You should ask the opinion 
of the learned about this. 'May God be praised that your 
intention is good. You will not be punished by God. 
Truly, ‘Man's action will depend upon his intention . 
This tradition is correct, convincing and authoritative. 


1692. LETTER CXXXIII. 

Khaieh Abdur Rahim' died. He was religious and 
pious and was very brave. One day he was standing m 

my presence with a country-made dagger hanging from h.s 

waist. I liked the dagger and said, "Its make is \ery 

Ene”. He replied, “ Its name is better than its make. 

I asked, " Whafs that ” ? He replied, Riifiz-i-KUsh . 
I observed, " I also want to get three or four daggers pre¬ 
pared of the same make and name for the state . He took 
out the dagger from his waist, presented it to me* and said, 
"Till they are prepared, this humble present will be exalted 
in the state". Then he took leave and departed. You 
should write to me about the condition of his sons or tell 
InAyat AllAh Khan to write to me so that each may be 
favoured according to his merit. 


6* From a tradition* 

, Son ol Abdul Kasim. lie a native of rargbana, in Afghani.lan, 
came'to ^^dia in the teign of Shah Jehan, and served under Aurungzebe 

for several years. He died m 169a. 

a Lit. ‘ the Killer of the Shiihs.’ ‘Rafi*’ means in Arabic • a ’ 

The Shiahs are tUc Persian Mohemadans who follow Ali. the son-.n-Iaw of 
Mahomet. Aurungrebe was a Sunni. 

Cf. Let. CXXVIII. 
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1697. LETTER CXXXIV. 

Klmn Jehiin Bahi'idur^ died. ‘ We have come from God 
and to Him wc shall return.’ God is holy. How very neg¬ 
ligent is man? How long will he be overpowered by 
passion ?- At this t imc the Ivhjin was desiring (to get) the 
governorship of the Deccan. How intensely was he anxi¬ 
ous about it ? Yes, the work of passion is worse than 
this. (Verses) “ To destroy passion is not the business 
of wisdom (i.c., wisdom is overpowered by passion). The 
internal lion (i.e., passion) is not a plaything for the hare 
(i.e., wisdom). Passion devoured the whole world and 
swallowed it. Its belly was crying, ‘ Is there any more 
(infidel) ’ This passion is hell and hell is a dragon, be¬ 
fore which (the wide expanse of) the ocean is nothing. 
Passion swallows up the seven seas and yet this world- 
burning passion cannot quench its thirst. (Men useless 
like) stones (i.c., sinners) and stony-hearted infidels enter 
hell with shame and disgrace. Yet hell is not satisfied 
with so much food (».c., sinners and infidels) till this voice 
comes from God in response to its desire (of devouring 
more victims), ‘ Are you satisfied * ? Hell replies, * Am I 
satisfied ? No, I am not yet. Look at my fire, heat, and 
sensation (».c., I am still burning with the desire of having 
more victims)’. God stretches forth His leg to hell from 
* Lil Makiin'.* At this time hell is satisfied with ‘ktSn-fi- 


I. Cf. Let. XXVIII .inj CXXVII. 
a. Cl. Let. XCm. 

3. A passaj^c from tl>c Koran—words snpposcil to be uttered by hell 
which is here personified, on the day of resurrection. As hell is never 
satisfied with its victims (i.r., sinners and infidels) and cries for more, 
similarly passion is never satisfied with its victims (i.r., ihe weak-willed) 
and erica for more. Here passion is compared to hell. * 

Lit. 'World of iion-sf'ncf,' the highest fnanslon" of God which 
even the .angels cannot reach. Tliis word occurs in the Koran in reference to 
Mahonu'l's nightly journey to hc;-.ven. 
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kAn*.® As this our passion forms a part of hell, (and) parts 
always possess the effect of the whole (consequently passion 
has the effect of hell). None but God can imagine the in¬ 
satiable appetite of hell. I pray for strength to the Ocean¬ 
splitting (t.e., Powerful and Great) God in order to remove 
(or dig out) the Mount Caucasus with a needle’*.® May 
the High God favour us with (His) grace and relieve us from 
this dark day (t.e., passion). I conjure Him by the name of 
Mahomet the Prophet and of his family. May the bless¬ 
ings and peace of God be upon Mahomet. 


1706. LETTER CXXXV. 

I read the letter sent by Nasrat Jang* to you. In this 
letter he has recommended Dnud Khnn* and mentioned his 


5. r.e., {he whole world; lit. ‘ be, and it was.’ These words occur 
in the Koran in reference lo the world’s creation. It is said God created the 
whole world by uttering the word ‘ kCin,’ ’be.’ Cf. the very first chapter oi 
the Genesis in the Old Testament of the Bible. 

This is a question of Mohemadan theology. It is said in the Koran 
that when hell will cry for more and more victims on the day of resurrection, 
God will put His foot on the border of hell. Then hell will be saliaud 
and will not require more victims thenceforth. 

6. A Sufistic belief. A somewhat similar idea is expressed in the New 
Testament of the Bible by Matthew where Christ says if we have faith as 
alight as a mustard seed wc can remove a mountain from its place. 

I. Cf. Let. XVI. 

3 A general of Aurungiebe. There were many generals bearing this 
name! One of them was called Daud Khan Kflreshi who w-as appointed 
governor of Allahabad by Aurungwsbc in 1670. 

There was another more celebrated general, bearing the same name, 
called Daud Khan I’aoni, mentioned here. This Panni was a Pathan 
general of Aurungzebe, renowned throughout India lor his cxtraordina^ 
courage, and his memory still survives in Dcccan talcs and proverb^ He 
served for many year, under Aurungxebc. He was present at the siege of 
Vakingarh. 1706. In place of ZgI Fikir Khdn he was made vii^oy of the 
Deccan by Bahadur Shah. 1708. Ile was slain in the 
Husain Ali in ihc lime of Farukli Siar. 1715. Cf. Let, CLXYIII. 
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own services. Something should be written in reply. (But) 
we should wait for the conquest of the fortress (i.e., Vakin- 
garh). After the conquest some of his requests should be 
granted ; but before that, the granting of his requests is 
impossible. Henceforth for capturing the fortress you 
should order Tarbiat IChAn® to send all the necessary things. 
And you should also write to the garrison of the fortress of 
that side to send the artillery consisting of ‘ jaziyars*,* 
‘ rAm-jangis’^, bullets, and gunpowder to the army of Nasrat 
Jang. Authority lies in the hands of the Powerful and 
Unique God ; He docs what He wills. 


1704. LETTER CXXXVI. 

It was clear from the letter of Sipiihdtir Khiln' th.at he 
had punished Mahubat Kh 4 n.‘^ Thanks to the Almighty 
for this. He should be given, in addition, a personal title 
of ‘ Haziiri and a thousand followers. A robe of honour, 
a sword, a horse and an elephant should be sent to him. 
It should also be arranged to bestow additional titles on his 
followers. He should be gladdened with this good news. 
His agent should also be favoured if it is necessary. God is 
the best master and best agent for us. 


3. Cl. Let. CXLIII. 

Cl. Let. LXXXIV. 

I. Second son ol Khan Jelian Itahadur, the foster brother of 
Aurungwbe. (Of. Let. XXVIII). In 1O87 he was appointed governor ol 
Lahore. Uc was raised to the rank of 3000 in 1691. In 1695 he was made 
governor of Allahabad. In 1704 he punished Mahabal Khan. 

a. Cf. Let. CXLVI. 
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LETTER CXXXVII. 


I have selected five elephants for (my) grandson BahA- 
ddr. You should choose two elephants out of these five 
and send them to his agent who should also be presented 
with a horse, a special robe of honour, and a dagger deco¬ 
rated with a tassel. You should inquire about these things 
from Javdhir Khdn. 


1694. LETTER CXXXVIII. 

The reporters and Zabar Dast Khan^ have written 
something regarding Saiyad Mubarak,2 Are these reports 
about the Saiyad right or not ? The IChiin considers him¬ 
self as an honest man. You should ask Imiyat Allfih Khan 
(about the facts of these reports). Sdleh Khan^ has mana¬ 
ged well the governorship of Akbardbdd. You should write 
to Gopdl Singh for helping the Khan (in the government of 
the province of Akbardbad). You should write the above 
Khdn (t.e., Sdleh Khan) a letter of condolence. (Verse) 
** How long will the palm tree conceal the defect of its 
poverty" ? * 


i. Ci. L«t. CIX. 

a. He was {ort>kceper o( Daulatabad before 16S3. la 1687 he was 
honoured with Uie title ol Murtiei Khan. 

3. Sod of A'azam Khan Kukeh, was made superintendent of the 

• Ghosal Khanch’ in 1680. In 1683 he was made Mcer Bakhasht of the 

* Ahadis’; and in 1685, ‘faujdar’ and minister of Dareli. After the death of 
Shiyasta Khan he was honoured with the title of Fida Khan and appointed 
governor of Akbarabad. 1694. Jn J695 he was made governor of Bihar alter 
the death of Umecd Khan, son of Shayasta Khan. 

4. A reference to the bareness of the branches of the palm tree 
which Iiave no leaves on them. 
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LETTER CXXXIX. 

The accident met by the deceased Ilitamum Khdn^ is 
through the negligence of (his) followers. We should not 
give countenance to them ; nay we should break their backs 
with the stick of inattention (f.c., we should shew indlHer- 
ence to them). Whence shall we get an honest and in¬ 
telligent man like the late Khun ? He had fattened the 
(royal) horses so much and kept such fine order in the 
stable that I cannot describe it. O God! forgive him 
(t.f., the Khfln) and have mercy upon him; because You are 
^e most merciful. You should write strongly to Saif 
Khan to punish the rebels. He should be given his pay in 

advance so that he will not delay (in punishing the rebels). 
Ine work i$ difficult. 


LLTTER CXL. 

The eldest son of sovereignty (I'.c,, Muazzam) has 

written (requesUng me) to confer additional titles on (his) 

fourth son. Evidently the cavaliers of Rafi-tSl-Kadr^ are 

more numerous (than necessary). The number should be 

reduced m consonance with his post. It is not advisable to 

fi.ve more personal titles to the younger son tl.an to the 

eldest. In order to please my son I shall have to shew 
favour in another way. 

Raaavi Kh.ln and the Hindu are not on good terms. 


o. .. 

appomled governor of Ilil.ar. ife died Z 1700 1 L > '^79 he 

tutor to Prince Kam Bakhsha lo tr,;« L" . employed as 

lie was a.son of Tarbiat Khan. archery. 

t. Cf. Let. III. 
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These are two enemies; they arc cjuarrclling lor their 
law." You should write a threatening letter to the Hindu. 


LETTER CXLI. 

Ruh Alhih Kh.'in^ discharged his debts with difficulty. 
This extravagant and rich Khan desires to squander away 
lavishly the money equivalent to the fine imposed upon, him 
(t.c., not to pay the fine). He garbles the money accounts. 
When landlords are unable to pay money to the royal 
treasury, the debt is discharged from their estates by reve¬ 
nue collectors. You should appoint an agent to get from 
the Khiin immediately the fine imposed upon him by the 
state. Not a single ‘ asharafi'- should be left to the Khan 
but all the whole amount of fine should be recovered from 
him. His Majesty (Shah JehAn),—may his tomb be sancti¬ 
fied,—was very particular in recovering fines. Immediately 
he appointed mischievous and strict * chillis “ and thus re¬ 
ceived fines. I remember that one day His Majesty made 
Ja’afar Khiin,* who was at the time a vizier, sit in the 
‘ Ghosal Khtineh’, and received from him the fine imposed 
upon him. The above Khiin was offended with the super- 
intendent of the ‘ Ghosal Khilneh, who had in his charge 


2. Ii is in reference to a slor>' in ll.e Koran wlierc iwo persons arc 
rcprc“*ni«d as dispuiintj wilh each other about ihc existence of GoJ. 

1. Cf. Let. C.\X. 

4 

2. A gold coin, so called Irom .\shara( who first coined it. In 
Aurungiebc’i time one "asharafi* was worth seventeen rupees. 

3. Cf. Let. eXXVI. 

4. Entitled Umdat-ul-Mullc, son ol SadiL Khan Mir Bakhashl. lie 
held the rank of 5000 under Shah Jehan and aerred lum as a minister lor 
sometime. Aurungrebe appointed him prime minister about 166s. Before 
1660 he was governor of .Malwa. He died ai Delhi in 1670. After hU 
death the office of prime minister was conferred upon .Vsad Khan with 
the title ol Asad-ud-Daula. Cl. Let. CL 

38 
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the amount of his fine, and was prepared to do him harm 
and injury. H. M. told the unkindly brother (t.c., DArtl) to 
reconcile both of\hem after the dismissal of the court and 
to make the above-mentioned Khan give the superinten¬ 
dent a • dUshaleh’.'* 


LETTER CXLII. 

You should often bring the poor assistant of the prime 
minister into my presence. Meanwhile if he is selfish, you 
should prohibit him from this so that he may not do 
so again. 


LETTER CXLIIL 

To-day Tarbiat Kluln' requested me to present two or 
three turbans adorned with jewels to two or three ‘ Mang- 
bKshls’2 who had rendered good services during this e.xpedi-, 
tion. You should say to the above KhAn, “ Though you 
have passed your life in government service and have been 
favoured (for this) by the emperor, you do not know that 
these ‘ Mang-biishis do not deserve to be favoured in such 
a way”. For pleasing him and encouraging him for the 
service he rendered to the state, a turban adorned with a 


5. A double »iJcJ turb.in, nn Indian word. 

I. A nobleman ol 4000 who sciwed under Aurungzebe as commander 
of artillery. In 1639 he was made governor ol Ajmere. He was sent against 
I'rithivi Singh, Zamindar of Srinagar, who had given refuge to Sulcman 
Shekuh, Dara's son. 1O60. In the same year he was made governor of 
Multan. In 1663 he was sent as ambassador to Shiih Abbas of Persia 
Me took part in the sieges ol Bamaleh, Bijapur, and Sattara. In 1700 
he was appointed to l.iy siege to Basanigadh. In 1705 he was appointed 
Meer-cAtesh. After Aurungzebe's death he took up the cause of A’azam 
and was killed at the battle near Agra between A’azani and Muazzam. »707. 
Cf. Let. CXLIV and C.XX.W. ' ' 

a. CAir/s having fen or fiiiitdred men under their command. Turkish 
•mang,’ ten or hundred, and ‘ bashi,’ a head or a chief. 


139 


gold medal will be sent to him. Javdhir Khiin will send it 
to him. Help and grace we receive from God. But in 
future the Khan will not make such a request regarding the 
‘ Mang-bashis’. If any one will execute an important royal 
work and will render the state a service with great caution, 
he will be rewarded and pleased with a robe of honour and 
money in cash, and with a horse in case he has lost his 
own horse. 


LETTER CXLIV. 

Tarbiat Khan' is yet in need of money. He has got 
money (from the royal treasury) for (distributing it) among 
the soldiers of the fortresses. From outside I came to hear 
that he has kept this money for his own private purpose. 
What can the wicked reporters do ? The KhAn has been 
appointed over them. These reporters upset important 
royal arrangements by selfishness ; and being ashamed (of 
their conduct), they pretend ignorance in communicating 
the news. What is the cause of the fortification of the 
fortresses by the great rebels and of the watch of Esavi 
KhAn over these fortresses ? Had we been informed from 
the beginning these things would not have happened. The 
‘ jAghir* should be taken away from Tarbiat Khan and given 
to Birhiln AllAh KhAn who complains of having no * jAghir*. 
Evidently BurhAn AUAh KhAn is in army. You should write 
and threaten the above KhAn (t.e., Tarbiat KiiAn), ‘ How 
has this case resulted in this manner ? Why did you pay 
no attention to the results of the affair as far as your eye 
could reach ? At the time when money was not distributed 
among the soldiers, when there was no provision in the 
fortress, and when the soldiers were weakened by want of 
food and money, where were you ? It is enough if the 
soldiers receive their pay and are faithful in doing their 


I* 


Cf. The above Iciter. 
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work. We know that the soldiers can do nothing without 
money and food. Are these the ways of true and faithful 
Mohemadans to ruin the state affairs, which are truly 
divine, for the sake of scihshness, and to disregard, for the 
sake of this perishable life, the right of soldiers (of getting 
money), which strengthens the inhdels to injure them ? 
Immediately you should get the receipts of pay from all 
soldiers and send them (to me). Otherwise you will cer¬ 
tainly be punished like those who are dishonest and help 
the infidels. Because, truly, God will not allow the tricks 
of the treacherous to prosper". 


LETTER CXLV. 

The trustee, newly .appointed by Iiuiyat Ailiih Kiltin'^ 
and confirmed by me, ran away. What has he done? 
(Verse) “ Everything which enters the salt mine becomes 
salt." The Khdn had no power of resistance. What can 
he do ? He is helpless. If such was the case, why did he 
not come to me ? Though he was not given money by my 
servants, he was not prohibited by them from coming to 
me. You should also yourself write strongly to him. 


LETTER CXLVI. 

Evidently Mahdb.at Khiin of HaidcrdbAd^ died at 
Ltihore. He has no other heir except his gr.andson whose 
father is dead. You should write to the administrator of 


1. Of. Let. CLXr.X. 

I. Hi* original name w.as Muhamm.ad EbrAhlm Kh.alil Alldh. At 
first he was in the service of Abfll Hasan, king of GolcondA and 
llaldcrabad, as his gcncr.al. During the siege of HaiJcr.ibad by Aurungzebe 
(1685) lie deserted hi* master and went over lo Aurungzebe. Afterwards, 
he was honoured by the emperor with tlie title of Mahabat Khan in 1686. In 
the same year he was made governor of Berar. Afterwards he was 
.tproinlcd governor of L.ahorc. Cf. Let. C.XX.WI. 
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the district thereof to confiscate the KhAn’s property with 
caution and honesty. Because the royal treasury belongs 
to the public,* The king is the trustee (of people) and the 
ofhcers are appointed by the king. None but the needy 
and the weak can claim a share of the property. 


LETTER CXLVII. 

To»day Marhamat Khan came into my presence, hav¬ 
ing put on a rich dress. The skirt of his robe was so long 
that his feet were not visible. I ordered Moharam Khiin 
to curtail two inches of the skirt of that foolish Kh 4 n. ^ ou 
should say to him, “ The skirt must be of the same length 
that has been 6xed by the court custom ; otherwise you 
should not enter the ‘.Ghosal Khaneh.* A man should put 
on a simple and durable dress.^ Ornament and fashion are 
the peculiar characteristic of women. These things are pro¬ 
per for women. ” By way of advice you should speak to 
him some words ( of the same nature ) appropriate to 
the occasion. 

1660. LETTER CXVIII. 

I do not chew a* pdn*.^ This betel shop is out of order. 
The department under the steward is also not in order. Is 


3. Cl. Let. XCIX and CXXVIII. 

t. Here ^ve find Auriingzebe preaching simplicity in dress though 
he himsell was very lood ol pomp and grandeur. 


T. A betel, on Indian word. The Hindus and the Moheinadans are 
generally very fond ol chewing betels with nuts and other stin»uUnt 
substances. Generally a Hindu oilers a betel to one who goes to h.s place 
to see him. The betel is ol various kinds. 


“The betel leal is probably speaking a vegetable, but connoisseurs 
call it an excellent Iruit. Amir Khusro ol Delhi in one ol his verses says, 
•It is an excellent Iruit like the flower ol a garden, the finest Iruit ol 
Hindostdn.- The eating ol the leal renders the breath agreeable, and 
repasts odorous. It strengthens the gums, and makes the hungry satisfied,, 
and the satisfied hungry-.- A,n-,-Akbar.. 
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this the ability ami sagacity of superintendents that they 
keep, at every time and at every place, the departments 
under their charge in a proper order* ? Till the superin¬ 
tendents display their ability and nice and good nature 
and all lookers-on-glorj’ know order, given to us by God, 
and display their order and discipline, envious persons wil^' 
be degraded. Alas ! alas ! we claim for piety ; but all this 
is boasting. Truly, I swear by God, this claim is great and 
unreasonable. 

According to my ortler, the reply, sent by A’akel 
Kh 4 n* to Malulbat Khan* regarding the erection of the 
fortress of the capital (i.c., sh< 4 h Jehan Xbad), is an excellent 
one. A servant must be of this type. Thanks to God 
for His grace. 


LETTER CXLIX. 

Devoted servant of ( my ) court, Vuzar.at Kh(in AbdQr 
Rahmin' is dead. You should suggest me the names of 
some persons for the governorship of Mtilwti. These persons 


is taken after mealsi it is offered when you meet and when you 
separate* Tlic betel is the leaf whichi aher it has undei^onc a certain 
preparation, is given as a mark of royal favour, and which, when 
masticatcdi sweetens the breath and renders the lips ruddy,*” Uernier, 

a. Sarcastic, Aurungzebe liked order and discipline* 

3. Ct Let. CLXVII. 

4* The second son of the celebrated Mahabat Khan of the reign of 
Jehangir after whose death in 1634 he received this title. His original name 
was Lohrisp. He was twice made governor of Cabul and had the command 
of the army in the Deccan, lie died in 1674 on his way from Cdbul to 
the royal presence. 

There was another man of the same name who was imprisoned by 
Jehandar Shah. 

f. Second son of Amanal Khan Mirak, Aurung/cbe appointed him 
governor of Dijapur and MaKva* He was an excellent poet and left a 
* Divan * (colicclion of poems) composed in a most beautiful style. His 
poetical name was Bikrami, 
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must be experienced. Raghunath Sa'ad Alhih Khan-, at 
the time of his governorship, used to say, “ The govern¬ 
ment affair should be given to such a person as possesses 
the quality of experience and a mind of entering carefully 
into the affair, and not to one who is affected with 
selfishness 


LETTER CL. 

That devoted servant (and) pivot of state affairs, 
according to (my) order, as powerful as destiny, you should 
write to Prince A'azam, “ From the letter of Neck Nam 
Kh^n^ it was known that you had dismissed the three sons of 
your own old secretary. You seem to be wise and sagaci¬ 
ous. Do as you like. Now you do not like Fazail Khan Mir 
Hddi^. I appointed Intiyat Allah Khdn to report ( to me ) 
your desires. You must be knowing that Kukaltash Khiln*' 
during his governorship of the Deccan, and Ruh Allah 
Khiin^ during his governorship of Haiderabad'* (Deccan), 
had become sources of abominable actions. For the sake 
of policy I took them to task for a time; but in the end 
I retained them in their posts by remembering their past 
services 


Aurung^ebe appears to rccaivc the news of the death of his oldest and 
mo»t intimate fricnJ$ %%*ith a cold heart. 

Cf. Let. LXl. 

Son oC Ilimmat Khani I’ranJson oi Islam Kh.in^ %vas appointed 
^Balchashi* and reporter in the army of IVince lilJiir lUkhta in 1699. il« 
look part in the Deccan ^S^ar• In 16(^4 he was (orl-kccper of MolUcir, 

a. Cf. Let. LXII. He was a *Mccr Munshi* (chief writer). 

3. Cf. Let. xxvm. 

4. CL Let. CXX. 

5. A city in the Dcccan. Its former name was Bluigna^ar. It was 

founded by Muhammad Kully Kutub Shah of Golconda and named after 
Bha^matty» his beautiful Hindu wife. After his death his son 

Haider changed it into Haiderabad. It was the new capital of the 
Golconda kings after Golconda^ the old capital. At present it is the 
capital of the present Nuam. It is to be distinguished from the 
ilaidcrabad of Sind# 





144 


I have heard His Majesty (Shall Jehun) sayinft* 
“ One day the Emperor Akbar, whose abode is in heaven^ 
observed, ‘ Though TodarmaK' possesses a sharp intellect 
for the ins and outs ol political and financial affairs, I do 
not like his pride Abul FazH quarrelled with Todarmal 
and began to indirectly complain against him. The 
Emperor Akbar said to him, * Elevated persons should 
not be degraded; therefore the officials should per force be 
retained in their services ’ ( Verse ) “ Greatness and 

generosity belong to that person who sees the crimes (of 
his servants) and at the same time maintains his servants by 
keeping them in his service”. 


C. Known as Rnjali Todarmal, the fircat finance minister of Akbar, 
born at Lah.arpur in Audh. It w.is he who surveyed all the lands and 
iii(roducci.i a netv revenue system into the Mogul Empire* He was a Hindu 
ul the tribe oi Khairi oi Lahore* In the 37th year of Akbar*s reign hu 
was appointed *divan* (minister) ol the empire. Akbar appointed him 
governor of Ucngal in 1580* lie was a commander of four thousand* He 
died at Lahore in 1589* 

Abul Farl had no personal liking for Todarmal, but he .admired his 
strict integrity and abilities; he charged him with vindictiveness of temper 
and bigotry. * Though often accused ol headstrongness and bigotry by 
contemporaneous historians, TodarmaTs fame, as general and financier, 
has outlived the deeds of most of Akbar*s grandees together with Abul 
FazI and Man Singh, he is best known to the people of India at the 
present day.' 

7. The eldest son of Shcikli Mubarak, born in 1551 at Agra. He 
was a great minister and intimate friend ol Akbar. He v/as the brother cl 
Frti^i, ihc celebrated poet and translator of Akbar's time. He was the 
author of ‘ Ain«i«Akbart * (Rules and Regulations of Akbar^i596—which 
has been oficn quoted here in these Letters) and ‘Akbar Namch\ He was 
killed, at JehanKirS instigation, near Udchd by Nar Singh Deo while 
returning from the Deccan to Delhi. 1603. The dale of his death (160*) 
may be found from the following Persian verses: " Tecgh-i.aajaz-i-nabi 
Allah s.ir-i.bagi borid ” (i.r., the wonderful sword of God’s prophet cut 
od the head of the rebel)—invented by Khan-i-A’azaiii JMirza Kokah who 
with other orthodox Mohemadans considered him an infidel for his religious 
toleration; ” Uandeh Abul Fa*l" (i.e., the slave Abul FazI). 

Sheikh Abut Fazl-i-AlUmi translated the ‘ Kalilah Dainnah ’ under 
the title ol *Ayar Danish' from Arabic into Persian. ** As a writer Abul 
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LETTER CLl. 

Khun Firuz Jang left his work unfinished. He did not 
go to receive my grandson who had come from BiarhiinpOr, 
but went away to the Berars^. Why does not the Khan 
write a letter to me about him ? Was the Khan informed 
to go to the Bcriirs through a letter from the agent or 
through divine news ? Neither an order was issued nor 
was he told by me to go to the Berars. Let him know 
from whom he received the post of generalship. 


LETTER CLIL 

Muhammad Biikari, the superintendent of the divine 
court, died. People talk something about Shikar Khan. 
One day, when riding, I heard people speaking more ill of 
him than of Muhammad Bakar. I often said that Muham¬ 
mad Bdkar was notorious for a mischievous habit, while 
Shikar KhAn, for pride. But it was no effect. It is right 


FazI stands unrivalleJ." His poetical name was All.itni (the Learned). 
] le wrote letters known as * Maktiibat-i-AIIami ’ which .arc the models o( 
public correspondence. His style c.annot be imitated; but Abul Hamid 
Lahori, author ol the * D.tdsh.lh N.imeh,’ who w.is palroiiised bv Sa’ad 
Allah Khan Allami (cl. Let. XV), imitated his style. .\bul Far.l was a 
well read man. He was tolerant on reli;;lous views, .\kb.ir was jjtcatly 
influenced by and indebted tu him for his religious toler.itiuii. Abul FazP* 
inHucncc on his age was immense. lie was a commander ol two 
thousand and fise hundred. 

I. A small province in Central India; Hindustani corruption of 
Sanskrit Vdrad. Ilindustaut has a tendency to change *v* into ‘b* and 
*d’ into ‘r’ of Sanskrit or Hindi names ol persons .-md places .and thin*'s 
or any words; c.g., ‘Vikram’ into 'lUkrain,* ‘Vasai’ into ‘Basai’ (Uassin, 
a town near Bombay!, ‘vad’ into ‘bar* (an Indian tree), 'vadu' Into ‘bard* 
( large or old), and so on. 

1. He was a reporter ol Sural. Aurung^ebe wanted to Innisfer him; 
but at the request of Salyad Sa’ad Allah Derwisli ol Surut lie was retained 
in his own plata:. 1693. Cl. Let. OXXV. 
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that men net rewards for their actions* The Khan knows 
better wbat happened to the deceased (i.c., Muhammad 
Biikar), and what will happen to himself. The evil passion 
does not allow man to do j;ood acts and to store up provi¬ 
sion for the next life. Otherwise people woidd know that 
it is bad to practise oppression, but it is worse to cncoura<;e 
it". To render services to the avaricious is to kill the poor. 
To be thoroui»hly conscious of tbe responsibility of the 
ment of the next life which is doubted is a difficult task. 
^^’llat if a man is certain of the judj;mcnt of the next life ? 
I'he Khan must be j;iven bis ‘ jjV!»hlr', but not a post in the 
stale. {\’crsc) ‘‘ Alas ! alas ! the indifference towards 
justice.’* 

Guh'im Muhi-ud-I)in opened a shop In the army of 
A’azam. He claims himself to be a ‘ tlcrvlsh’. It is neces¬ 
sary to tllsmiss him. (Couplet) “ Such people (like Gvihiin) 
arc not men but only fi^urc-hcads. They fill their bellies 
ami arc men of passion”. They arc ij;norant and abject 
persons, of a defective temper ami utter false words. 
Where is faith, and where is (true) Islfim ? 


iCqi. LETTLR CLIII. 

I’rince A’a/.atn, for his arrears lUie to the fiovernment, 
has retpiested that the district t)l Lmlhi shoidil be .assi^nctl 
to him (so that he may be able to pay off his arrears from 
the revenue of the district). Vou sIiouKl write to him or tell 
his af’ent, “ 'riicre is no harm if his arrears remain unpaid. 
'I'hey will be considcrctl to be paiil off from the .assets, 
cash monc)*, the price of the jewels, &c. This is not the 
business of merchants ”. His Majesty (Shah Jelniii) used 
to keep in arrears more than onc-fourth part of (the pro- 


2 . 1 Ik'su Ictlcrs oitvn repeat that .turun^^ubc was a jjreal stippuUur 

ol justice mut yrcal opponent of (yrunny and oppression. Cf. Let. XIV, 
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duce of) the ‘ jaghirs ’ of the princes and tlie nobles. Fn 
my time all rules are without force. 

Many times the pivot of the kingdom (t.c., Asad 
Khiln) used to say on his own behalf, “ I have never been 
appointed to manage the state affairs outside the capital. 
If I am sent abroad people will see my way of working*^”. 
I had heard these words reported by the spies word for 
word. At this time I came to know from the reports of 
reporters that an accursed enemy had .attacked Zn\ Fikrlr 
Khan^ (at Gingi) and had not allowed provision to be in 
the Khan’s reach and that the Khan is in difficulty and 
reejuires help. A royal mand.atc was issued to you for 
going soon to the help of your son. When you made delay 
in joining him, I wrote the letter with my bright hand. 
Hccause you confessed j'our love for your son; but now 
when he is in difficulty, why do you hesitate to go there ? 
To set forth a claim is one thing, and to fulfil the claim is 
another. ( Verse) “ Don’t boast more; because your 

pride is over'^”. 


LETTER CLIV. 

Old devoted servant, notwithstanding that you have 
been favoured by me for a long time and have served me 
and that I have a great opinion of your knowledge .about 
rules and about human virtues, you pocket the insults 
of the government officials and do not remember the 
(following) words of Sa’adi'; (couplet) ** Both you and 


1. This latter portion ol the letter is quoted by the author ol 
‘Ma’aslri Alomfjiri,' in which the author quotes the whole letter, csp., 
the last part, svord for word. 

2. Asnd Khan’s son. 

3. This verse also is quoted by the author of * Ma’asiri AlamRiri.’ 

1. Cf. Let. XLV. 

* 
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I are servants of the same master; both of us are servants 
in the court of the kiti" (consequently one officer should 
not pocket another’s insult) It is very strange. Sa ad 
Alhih Khiln^ used to say, “ The (Persian) letters ‘ alif ' 
and ‘ nun ' in the word ‘ divan ’ (secretary or minister) 
resemble the pen and the inkstand (respectively) (».c., the 
last letters * alif ’ | and ‘ nun ' '* of the word ‘ divAn ’ 
shew that the ‘ diviln ’ has got a pen and an inkstand 
before him as the signs of his post)'*. (But) the ‘ divAn* 
who has not got angelic qualities is cither a demon with 
pen and inkstand before him or a brute or a picture dejroy 
of intelligence.'* Henceforth you should be careful. And 
with your confidence you should regard the servants of 
the royal court your equals; and you should not leave 
observance unobserved (i.c., you should possess the 
discriminative power). 


LETTER CLV. 

Today (my) grandson NIuhammail Azim’ requested 
(me) to annex the district of Lashakarpur"'^ to the ‘ jilghir ' 
of Prince A’azam, You should ask him, “ With what hope 
have you cherished this well-wishing in mind ? Had this 


a. Cf. Let. .XXVI anJ XXXIV. 

3* These are the words of Aurtingrcbc. He says if a * divan* is not 
^ood and honest, he is either a demon or a brute or a lifeless picture* 
According to him the word * divan* is made up of two words—• div* 
(a demon) and * ua* (symbolical for the pen and the inksinnd)« Thus the 
• divan*, if not good and honest, has got two qualities—the quality of a 
demon and of a writer. While according to Sa*ad Allah Khan, the * divan* 
has got only one quality, namely, that of a writer. Here is an indirect 
remark against Asad Khan. 

u Cf. Let. LXXXVII. 

s. A town and district in Bengal. There is another town and district 
bearing the same name in Oude near Lucknow. In the * Ain-i-Akbari* this 
Uude Lashakarpur is given only as Lashakar. 
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request been sugtjested to you by A’azam, there would 
have been no harm. Otherwise you should not make such 
requests ; because they do not augment sincerity of heart 
but increase pride and self-conceit.’* The Almighty God is 
an agent for us; and I call upon Him. He should have 
mercy upon us and He may make us enter His shadow. 


1699. LETTER CLVI. 

You must have heard the news of the death of 
Milkhalis Khitn^. I was pleased with his noble and virtu¬ 
ous qualities and his versatile genius. May God be pleased 
with him. This world where death is rampant has many 
calamities and its toys are perishable. Where arc the wise 
heart and the seeing eyes ? (i.c., wise men are to die in this 
world). A person indirectly complained before me, “ This 
man (t.e., Mdkhalis KhAn) does not consider any other man 
better than himself.” I replied. “ He does not find any 
other man better than himself”. 


I. Son of Sal Shikan Khan and grandson of Kawam-ud-DIn Khan. 
Alter the death of his father he was made superintendent of the .ytdlcry. In 

1693 he was made‘Tan Bakhashi’(personal paymaster). He died in 1699. 

After his death Kuh Allah Khan the Second becanre ‘ Bakhashi*. Cf. Let. 
CXIV. Mukhalis Khan was well versed in the art of prose and poetry 
His poetry-is full of advice. He is known for his ‘Gharals,’ one of which 
\% quoted in *Ma*asiri 
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Letters Addressed to 
Gha2i*\jd-Din Khan Bahadur Firuz Jang^. 

LETTER CLVH-!. 

( My ) sincere Khan Firuz Jang, I desired to come 
myself to sec this loyal friend (t.c., Firxiz Jang who was 
ill at the tin>e) ; but with what face and how can I sec 
you ? Consequently I have sent Sa'adat Khan^ oji my own 
behalf to see my eye ( i.c., my dear Khan ) and to represent 
to you what is coticealcd in my heart. Grapes are the only 
new fruits obtainable here. Rut the Greek physicians con- 


I. Son of Kilich Khan Sa.Jr-us-SnJC.r (cf. Lcf. XLVIII) .-»nd father 
of the famous Nizanr-uUMulk Asnf the founder of the present Nitam 

ro\al family of the Dcccan. Mis original name was Shah;tb>rid*T)in. lie 
came from Samarcand to Delhi in |66S. Me was honoured by Aurunc/ebe 
with the title of ‘Ghazi-ud-Din’ (the Champion of the 1 -mth) for his 
military exploits against the K.’mec of Udepur. i68.j. Tor his services in 
the Kottkan and for capturing the fort of R.ihiri he was given the title ol 
iruz ictoriQus in ){attlc)s Me took pnri in the siege o( Golconda 

and of IJijapur. After the conquest of Lijapur he was given the title ol 
•[•arzaiul-i-Arjamund* (Dear Son). In l6SS he was made governor of the 
Deccan. Me took part in the Deccan War. Me was sent against Santdji 
Gorpary, whose head he presented to the emperor, lie suffered severely 
from the effects of the climate, and cventiiallv lost the use of both his eyes. 

In 1705 he defeated lemcah Sindhia into Malwa, and for this 
service he received the title of ‘Sipdh S.il.ir* (Commander of the Army) 
and was appointed governor of Ilerar. In 1710 he was appointed governor 
of Ahmcdabad by Bahadur Shah; and died in 1711 .at Ahmedab.ad. Mlc 
died as he had lived respected and esteemed by nil who knew his 
conc.lmtmg disposition.* Khaf. Khan says about him ‘a man bom to 
victory, and a disciplinarian who always prcv.-iilcd over his enemy.’ 

3. Perhaps this letter nn^ht refer to an accident that occurred to the 
eye of the Khan in 169S, Cl. note I, supra. 


3 - Alias Muhammad Mnr.id Khdnciud Khan, a reporter of the 
Deccan and 'divan* of the army of Khan Jehan Bahadur in the Deccan. 
He was Aurungzebe’s agent at the court ol Ahul Hasan of Golconda. 
Aurung/cbe was offended with him for his dishonesty .and deprived him of 

h.s title after the conquest of Golconda. i6S8. But nllcrwards he was 
pardoned. He died in 1O9S. IK- was the son of Murshid Kulli Khan. 
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sidcr them injurious for the health of the noble, sincere, and 
learned Khdn. Therefore I myself do not take grapes. If 
the Holy God wishes we will eat grapes together after the 
immediate recovery of your health. ( Verse ) “ O God ! 
how pleasant is this my desire (of getting recovery’) ! May 
Thou fulfil this desire 


1702. LETTER CLVIII. 

Sincere Khsin Firuz Jang, the separation of your army 
cannot be helped. Send your son^ into my august presence 
to be favoured with gifts and allowances. Then he will 
return to my loyal friend ( I'.c., you ). ( Verse ) “ Beware ! 

when you do not know the divine secrets, do not be dis¬ 
appointed. Plays and tricks (of fortune) are concealed 
behind the curtain. Do not be grieved.a person like 
the Khan should not be disappointed at his misfortune ; 
because after a time good luck will succeed misfortune ). 
( Verse ) “ What burnt the heart with anxiety was the fear 
of separation. Any how we must piit up with this separa¬ 
tion on account of the faithlessness of the sky ( Similarly 
the Khrin should put up with the separation of his army for 
which he was in great anxiety ). 


LETTER CLIX. 

Sincere KhAn Firuz Jang, may God be praised. There 
is no difference of heart between us ( i.c., we love one an¬ 
other even from a great distance ). ( Couplet) “ If you arc 
in Yaman^ and at the same time with me ( »‘.c., with my 
heart ), you are near me. But if you are near me and at 


!• Clitn Kilich Khan, alias Nj£am*u]*Mulk JaU» CL Let* XCVL 

i« Ch Let# CL 
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the same time without me ( i.c., without my heart ), you 
arc in Yaman.” (/.c., if you arc at a distant place like Yaman 
from me and yet if you love me at that place, you seem to 
be near me ; but if you are near me and yet do not love me, 
you seem to be far away from me at Yaman). (Simi> 
larly though Aurungzebe was far away from the Khan, on 
account of his love for him he imagined himself to be near 
him). You must have been probably informed of the 
affairs of the whole day so that the physical union might be 
kept up. I have not seen Inayat All.'th Khan. His place 
is vacant. ( Verse ) “ The rose is rose wherever it grows 
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Letters addressed t(/ 

2 qI Fikir Khun Bahidur Nasrat Jang^. 

LETTER CLX. 

Sincere Nasrat Jang, first this country (i.e., the Deccan> 
was governed bv the Delhi kings. The powerful Bahiinani'- 
kings usurped it from the possession of the Afghiwi kings of 
Delhi. Having found them addicted to sensual pleasures and 
engaged in low worldly affairs, we (f.c., the Mogul emperors) 
took advantage of it and acquired the throne and the 

I. Son ol Asad Khan, son-in«la\v of Shayasta Khan and of Abtjl 
Ifasan of Golconda, the best of all Aurunjizebe’s bom in 1O57, 

his original name bcioc M«ihan»niad Ismail. In 167S he w.is honourctl 
with the title of Aitckad Khan and ni.srricd the daughter of Shayasta 
Khan. In 1690 the title of Xnl Filcar Khan Bahadar was conferred oi» 
him by Aurungzebe lor capturing R.aigarh and imprisoning Y.nsoo Bai, 
Sambliaji's widow, and her son Shivaji, afterwards known by the name 
of Shahu. In 1691 he was sent against Gingi; but failed to i.ake it chiefly 
through the resistance of Santaji Gorpar>-.- and was rec.tllcd by the emperor 
in 1694. He was sent there again for a second time in 1697 and was 
successful in taking the fortress. 1698. He took V.ikingadh by storm. 
In 1703 he wa* made Mir BakhashL After Aurungzebe’s death (1707) he 
took the side of A’azam and helped him against his brother Muarxam, 
But he was pardoned* and favoured by Muazeam when he became emperor 
lifter defeating and slaying A’azam at Agra, lie was made viceroy of the 
Deccan by the new emperor Bahadur Shah and was honoured by him with 
the title of Amir-ul-Umara. 1708. He svas also given the title ol Samsam- 
0<f-Daulah. In Jehandar Shah’s lime he was made minister. After 
lehandar Shah’s murder he was Ueacherously put to death by F.-irukh 
Sbiar. 1713. Cf. Let. XVI. Zul Fikar Khan was a king ni.akcr. Iradat 
Khan calls him “ Seater, nay creator ol emperors.” Grant Duff calls hitu. 
•a corrupt ambitious man’; but * an active commander.’ 

3. The Bahamani kingdom was founded in the Deccan by Alaudin.. 
Huaain Bahamani. Cangu in the reign of Muhammad Taglakh in 1347. 
It was named so by Alaudin in gratitude to the Brahman master whom he 
had served before he became king. After a century and a half, i.e., in. 
,5*6, this kingdom was split up into five different independent states, 
Abamadoagar, Bedar, Berar, Golconda. and Bijapur, .wlucli were alunvarda 
coni^uered by the MpguU onc alici AaeUier» 

20 


canop\ for us (i.c.y wc foumlcd our Dcflu I'.iupirc). Thev 
rccci\cii tlic- rcvvartf of iheir acllons from the rcvcni'eful 
leaders.i.e., the li.ahj'miAni kim^s treated their masters 
(the Af^h;m kinj^s of Delhi) badlv and unfaithfully; they 
themselves, in return, were treated so by their servants. 
Shiv}i(ji)‘* and others also trcatcil them badly. (Couplet) 
** Take advantage when the kingdom is in your hands; 
because the klngtlom passes from one hand to another 
(i.c., take possession of the Deccan; because it has passed 
from one ruler to another) 


• LETTER CLXI. 

Why Should a fertile land be given to an ungrateful 
‘ kafir-i-liarabi’Why shouUl wc be negligent in 


3, 'rhis refers 10 the mtcmecinc war ninon^t the different Ihalianiani 
l(in;;s of I lie Deccan and the cau^c of tlicir uwn roin at the hands of 
the 

Tftc n^<**'* founder of the Mafiratt.i F.rnpirc, second son of Shahji 
by Jiji Hat* horn in t(>jj and died in lie was dcsccnsicd from the 

Kanas of Cliitnr anti ho footed lo tlic Uhonsfc family* At first he entered 
the service of the ftijapiir kingdom* Ife bejjan life as a plunderer like 
Haider of Ntysorc- The most important of Sluvaji’s life was the expedition 
into the Karnatic. He successfulty resisted the Mojjiils bv his guerilla 
tactics and baffled them* Tlic murder of Af;5ul Khan^ the Hijapnr general* 
Is a stain on his character. The reference in the book 5 s to his 
constant wars with ifijapur and Golconda and his wresting many of the 
fortresses from the hands of the lUjapur king, lie was well versed in the 
art of taking fortresses. Khnfi Khan calls him • a sharp son of the devil, 
the father of fraud.* Again he calls him • the most notorious of all the 
rebels. The Klian often calls Sliivaji by bad names and epithets* such 
as, *of an evil origin,’ • a vagabond,’ and so on* But he says that 
Shivaji protected women and children and had a great respect for the 
Koran. Bemicr calls him Mhe Holy Shivajt ’ because he respected the 
habitation of the Ueverend Father Ambrose during his pillage of Surat. 
Aurungtebe called him ‘a great captain’ and ‘a mountain ral.* 

I. An infuUI who is descr>xd by the Mohemadans to be fought with 
and ruined. (Opposite) * kafir-i-zummch’* an infidel who pa>-s a tax to 

the Mohemadans for Jiving under ihcic proiccligi^ * Kifir* lit, ancaoa 
* Ignorant/ 
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C?.rrying out works winch it is impossible to accomplish 
without any evident objection? Have we not reail about 
the reward of the crusade (against the infidels) in the 
‘Sahihain’'-^? Have we not got power of conquering 
kingdoms and of imprisoning rebels? 


LETTER CLXII. 

Khiin Nasrat Jang, Ruo Dulip^ sent his other subordi¬ 
nates except MuUifat Khiin^ to prince A’azam in order to 
request him that as the work was heavy, there would be no 
harm if it was reduced. All right. Many of the subordi¬ 
nates of the Rao are in common cause with the shameless 
Rivina®. They do not understand that they make thenx- 


2 . Two boots out of sL-x .ibout the Mohcmaitan tradilious. T!>cy arc 
au»J»yril.itiv< and written by Muvtctn and IlokJidri in tlic sewond ccntur>- of 
ll,c Mol.ci.iadan era. Tl.c word lit. mc.icis ‘ two true’ (books). It is a «cntf- 
r.il t'elicf amons tlic Molieinadans that those who f»;-ht against InfidcU .mJ 
are killed in battle are rewarded with • huris’ (fairies) in paradise. 

Here is a further instance of Auranj'«:be’s fanaticism. Cf. Let. C.KI\ . 

Aurunc'«*>c waged his wars in the Dcccan for rcligion’s sake, lie 
persecuted the Hindus for religion .and not through cruelty. With the 
exception of the executions of Ddr.V and of S.iiubhaji he was gencr.illy kind. 

I. Alias Dalpat R.io flundehi, son of Subhkaran Bundel.i u ho was a 

Ereal Hindu chief and general of Auruug/ebc. Kao Dulip was a Hindu 

chief who served under Aurungzebe as general like his father. He was pre¬ 
sent at the siege of C.ingi (.094-I09S) and helped Nasrat Jang. He was 

also prc-scnl at the siege of Vdkingadh. .706. ll« took part in the Deccan 

War. He was killed by a cannon shot in the battle between A’a«m and 

Mu:i/zatn. *707. Cf. Let. XCVII. 

3 MuUifat Khdn Khaxv.an. He took art aclisc part in the siege of 
ColcondA where for the display of great bravery he was honoured sv.th the 
title ol Mullifal Khdn. 1O88. He found out the date of the conquest of 
Golconda which is as folios^; ‘ rateh-i-killch-.-Golconda n.ubarak bad 
(may the conquest Of Golconda be auspicious). 

the title of Amir Khan, llis original name tvas M*r Abdul Karim. Cf, Let. 
CL.XXIX. 

1. CU Lcu CXIV'i 
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selves Ihc bulls for the arrow of destruction in the next 
life, (Couplet) “ Wheat grows from wheat ; and barley, 
from barley (i.c,, as you sow so shall you reap). Don't be 
iiniuiiidful of the reward of (yotir) action (Verse) Oh ! 
Morning brcc?:c, kindly tcU this beautiful deer that it has 
caused us to wander on mountains and in jungles May 
the end be safety. 


LETTER CLXIIL 

My sincere Nasrat Jang, (our) whole energy was 
devoted to the conquest of the Deccan which was tlie most 
important work. Thank God that we have accomplished 
the work (of conquering the Deccan)^, But the expenses 
incurreil in this tncrilorious journey (of the Deccan) are 
defrayed from the treasury of the Northern India, We are 
still in debt* I have heard that in the KarnAtic*^ large and 


i« Ik was Aarungxebe's early and Kavouritc scheme of annexing the 
whole Deccan Ko the empire* 

Heally speaking this conquest of (he Deccan was only partial and 
temporary, bccansc thoogh Sambliaji, Shtvji*s son, was captured and 
put to A horrible death, and Shahu, Shivaji's grandson, was imprison* 
cd by the Moguls at Delhi, the Mnlirattas were not subdued. They continued 
to harass the Mogul army and made them exhaust their strength and vigour* 
Poor Aurnnqrehc, who had come to the Deccan with a great army lo^ 
subdue the Mahnittas, never returned to his capital but died at Ahmad- 
ncigar without accomplishing his work. No doubt lie conquered the B.\ha* 
tnaiii kingdoms of Golconda and Rijapur. But he committed a great 
political blunder in conquering these two MohemaJan kingdoms which 
would have been a great check (o the rising Maharatt.a power, 

A province in the Madras Presidency, First moat of it belonged 
to the Diinpur Government, bhahji, ShivajiS father, had his ‘jaghirs* 
there. Shivaji had occupied most ol the Karnatic, Before Shtvaji it was 
divided between Bijapnr and Golconda governments and was called 
Bijapnr Karnatic and Hatderabad Karnatic, Tanjor was its capital* 
The MoguU first entered the Karnatic in i6!i8 under Muhammad Saddick* 
After the fall of Bijapur and Golconda must oi the Karnatic was taken 
by Aurungsebe, 
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old treasures are hidden and buried under the ground. 
The ‘ ZamindArof Bijapur of an unknown origin has 
usurped the kin«»dom of the KarniUic by force. The grand¬ 
son of Shivdji is the father of the hellish Shivaji (i.c., the 
grandson is worse than even the grandfather). Evidently 
his kingdom (I'.c., the Karndtic) is not strong. Its revenue 
is said to have been estimated by the late MasOd Khaii 
at seventy or eighty lacs of ' huns Why don’t you take 

possession of this kingdom (of the Karnatic) ? You should 
inquire from your own deputy, who must be Daud Khan\ 
about the condition of this kingdom and about the plan of 
taking it. Why arc you careless and iicgligent about this«? 


LETTER CLXIV. 

My KhAn Nasrat Jang, government servants do not 
pay any attention to honest people ; because from begin- 
ning to end these honest men have no regard and respect 
for the government officials. The oppressors are not afraid 


3 “Zamindar, derived Iron. ' r.vmm’, tJ.c word sisnifyioR l.nnd?.. io the 
mopricUrrofatractoflandKivco in inhcrit.tnwe by the ki..« or the n.ibob. 
knd who stipulate, the revenue whwi. he is to r*y the 

possession of it. Such Zan.indaTS are no. now to be frequently n.ct w,.h ; 
Lt the title everywhere : it transferred to all the little superintendent* 
or oJftccrs under the faujdar’** 

The Zamindar wa* the same a* the Pollygar of the Coroniandal Coast. 


4. A gold coin current in the Deccan at that time. 

5 Daud Khan Panni; in 170a wa* appointed dcpnlv to Nasr.it Jang 

and ‘fanjdir’ of Kamatic Bijapor. In lyot he was appointed deputy to 
Kam B.iVhsha who wa* governor of Hidcrabad. In 1706 he look part in 

the siege of Vakingadha. Cf. Let. CXXNV. 

••The second in command to Zut Fikar Khan in this army n-a* {i6o!> 

Daud Khan Panni, a Deccan officer of some repute, but notoriously addicted 
to drinking’*. 

6. This l«ll«r r«veaU Aurungtebe’s pecuniary embarrassments during 
the latter part oi his Dcwcan War* 
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of (monev) to and taking (it) from honest men ' (ix.f 

the oppressive govenunent servants bribe and fleece the 
honest); i.c-, it will rcijuire no miserliness to give water 
to others from the ocean* Tlieir wicked actions arc 
contrary to my order. I do not know what punishment 
will be inflicted upon me on the day of judgment and what 
hardships will befall the subjects^. (Verse) The thought 
of Saturday embitters the Friday of the boys*^. The 
pleasure of to*day without the anxiety of to-morrow is 
enjoyable sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof)”* 
Any how the men of power should always fear honest men 
and should every moment say, * O God ! save me and 
protect me (from sins) \ 


1. C(. Lee. XX.Wruui XL, 

2» In Persia ihc school hoys ihvir holiday on Friday instead oi 
on Snnday as here. On this day they think «'>bout the following Sniurday 
on whieli they are to go to school again. Conscx^ncntly they cannot enjoy 
thetr kriday happily oo account of their anxiety about the succeeding 
Saturday. 
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Letters addressed to 

Mirzi Sadr-ud-Din Muhammad Khan Safavi^, 

Second Paj-master. 

LETTER CLXV. 

MirzA Paymaster, Ikhalas Kcesh-UPunjabJ- has been 
raised to the post of ‘ D»l-Sad-o-Punjahi« You should 
make an entry of this into the record of titles. 


LETTER CLXVI. 

MirzA Paymaster, Muhammad EbrAhim, the bashfuf 
courtier, has been raised to a high honour, i.e., to the 
post of ‘Seh-HazAri *, two hundred and five hundred 


He was honpurcu with the title of ‘Kh.-in' anJ .arpointed ‘/aujd.u 
Kamkar in .683. In .70* he was appointed governor ol Khandeslu In 

.70Z he was honoured with the tide ol ‘Mir.-..’ ^ ‘ 

Allah Khan II he wa» appointed second paymaster (bakhaslu). .,o^. U. 
Let, XCII. 

MHe (Divan) therelore comprehends in hU person tl|e off.ccs ol prirne 
minister. ord chancellor, and secretary of state, sv.thout presuming to 

:::: 

cLlcJ ,'."c • >vho U ,l,c o< .^"^3 

- J ■■ 

Sc overseer and manager of all the oeccas.ons of expense. 

Aurungrebe who conferred 7. J*’* ‘ P^,„kh Sbiar he was raised to 

arid called it ‘ Biidshah Namch.’ 

3. A toviRS iw. »»<! WO 



160 


followers, a title of ‘Mirzd Khtini’, and a present of two 
tlionsanJ rupees, at the request of the Be^utn^. Acconhng 
to (tiiv) order, you should write him a letter communicating 
these favours. He who acts virtuously and piously is 
rewarded bv God. 


I. y^aib-un-Nisri, the {.wouritc diughter oi Aunirgzebe. Ci. Let- 
L.VXII and LXXllI. 
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Letter addressed to 

A’akel Khuni. 

Fort-keeper and Governor 
of the Capital of Shah Jchiin Abad-« 

1662 . LETTER CLXVII. 

I read the petition of that old servant the 

Khan). You have expressed the desire of retiring from the 
service and of tendering resignation of your post. When I 
have protected you under my service, which is the object 
of divine glory and favour, do you think that you will get 
a better post anywhere else than here? In case of you 
insist, your petition will be certainly accepted and your 
request (for resignation) will be complied with; and a sum 
of one thousand rupees per month, amounting to twelve 
thousand per year, will be assigned to you. 


I, A’akvl Khan-i-Khafi, authyr of ‘Vakcrtl-»*Alamg»ri’. In 1659 hu 
was governor of Shah Jehan AbaJ. In 1663 he resigned his governorship. 
The author of ‘Ma’asiri Alatngiri’ says that tlicrcaftcr he was granted Rs. 1000 
per year and not per month. In 1663 he was made superintendent of the 
‘Ghosal Khanch*. Afterwards he was sent to Lahore. In 1O79 he joined 
the service of Prince Muarum. In t6So he was m^de second ‘bakhashi,’ lie 
died in 1696, He svas a good-natured man. Cf. Let. CXLVIII. 

3. The new city erected by Sliah Jehan near the old Delhi where he 
retnoved his court front Agra on account of excessive heat. Thus it was the 
new capital uf Sliah Jehun and Auruog^ebc. 
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Letter addressed to 

HamiJ-ud-Dln K,hun Bahadur*. 

LETTER CLXVTII. 

Hamid should know that a lew daysaj^o prince A^azaiu 
uttered these words before me: “ There arc my three 
bitter enemies—Hamid-ud-Din Khan, Amir Khan-, atul 
Muna’am Kh.'in^". I replied, " Amir Khan is a good- 
natured man; he is the enemy of none. It is proper that 
Hamid is also not an enemy. The nature of Muna am 
Khan is unknown to this oppressive and ignorant man 
Aurung/.cbc himself)”. Did you ever consider why you arc 
indifferent to your own condition ami to tlcath which is 
nearer to man than the strip of his shoe and the pulse of his 
neck (i.c., death comes unexpectedly ) ? Woe ! woe ! 
Alas! alas! (Couplet) “Sometimes I am left behind my 
hand, heart, and foot (i.c., sometimes I become helpless). O 
life ! you arc passing away soon; I fear that I will be 
left behind you (i.c., I will die soon)”. If you think it 
right 1 will recommend you to prince A’azain. If you 
quarrel with each other I will reconcile you both; so d.hat 
you may not be dishonest in serving this mortal creature 
(i.c., Aurungzebe). Whatever you think write it to me or 
inform me of it. 


i» He took p.irt in the variotis sicj^cs ol Sattar.i ParnaIcK (1700), 

Kkc’Ina (1703)1 an<l Torna (i/O.])* Once Aurun^zeke orJcreil liini to separate 
Hadu, an c\il companion o( K.un l 5 akhst»a» iruni the prince. The Khnn 
u*an wounded by the princct but in the end he succeeded in imprisoning 
lladu and thus separatin;'•him (rum tltc prince. )b97. C(. Let. C\XVI» 

Aurun^^ebe entrusted* him with his last v/tU (or dividing his kingdom 
amongst his sons. S707. Iti this will Aurun^zebc saidi *'Lct Hamid* 
ud*Din Khan» who is (aithiul and trusty^ convey my corpse to tlic place 
o( Sh.ih >^cn*rid* 1 >in and erect a tomb over it in the same manner as is 
dune (ur dvrvises'** C(. Lei. CXXXIL 


CL LeU XVIL 
Ci« Lcu VIL 
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l.etters addressed to 
InJiyat Khan^* 

LETTER CLXIX^ 

Yesterday when Abul Vaf;'. ' was present a simple 
dervish came there and asked for something for his family. 
I said, “What has the dervish to do with (worldly) 
desires ? He should he free from the desires of this world 
and should have nothing with him (i.c., be poor m worldly 
things)*'. People cry, ‘ A dervish, a dervisM’; but they do 
not know who is a dervish and what is his business. 
(Verse) “ The world is a mirror of imagination and the 
people thereof arc the worshippers of this mirror People 
Imitate passions and say, ‘ It is for God O God 
awaken us from the sleep of negligence. Amen . 

amen ! amen ! 


I Son of Haa^cli Mariam, lutorcs<i lo princess Xaib-fm-Nisa 
Mironfircbe-s «y Jus mot1.cr-s innncnce I.e was raised by degrees 

;ot!.e«nko( 2 S'>o- Cf. Let. LVI. lie was made fan,dur of Baredy and 
li.errcollectorof Ajmere. Afterwards he was inadc^f.nancc minister. In 
was appointed minister to prince Uid.ir Bakhta. In .70a he was 
made Aurung/ijbeS private secretary. Khafi Khan calls him the best of 
ministers’. The author of ■ Ma’asiri Alamgiri’was his secretary, lie calls 

hi. master ‘ dastur' fminislc.) and ‘ special disciple of Aurungrebe . Inay^t 
Alibis was ihv autlior oi ‘ Aliak/imM-Alarngiri » and compiler of the 

L.-c. .• , avKlcK 

arc translated here. Cf. Introd. He died in 171O. Cf. Let. CX\ I, LXM 

and CLXXXI. 

a. Cf. hc»* XCII and CVII. 


3. Cl. Let. CVI. 

4. Bernier gives a very fine and Inicresling 

especially the 1 Undo ones, called ihe • Jogis. 
frantic praclices. 


description of the ‘Fakirs', 
lie describes ihelr various 
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1699. LETTER CLXX. 


HidAj’at Keesh* and IkhaliU Andeesh boast much of 
their being converted into Islam. (But) their boasting is 
unnecessary. The former boasts In my presence while 
the latter displays a bad disposition before prince A’azam. 
You should make them understand (not to behave in this 
way). (Verse) “ O Nakhashaby^ ! get up and put up 
with time; otherwise you will be a butt for the world 
(i.e., you will be ruined in the world). The wise men of 
the world say, ‘Wisdom consists in putting up with 
time’ May God make you listen with your ears and 
see with your eyes. May peace be upon men of discretion 
and of virtue. You may have heard the details of the 
conduct of these two ungrateful wretches towards the 
prince. What can be done ? There is no remedy for one's 
affairs. I gave orders according to the requests of these 
ungrateful wretches. (But now) I issued an order to 
imprison them. It was not known that these irreligious 
persons would become so very impudent as to represent 
untruth to the prince and to attribute untrue things to this 
auspicious person {i.e., Aurungzebe himself). Very well. 
A friend and friendship must be constant. If the High God 
wishes I will look to their cases. 

According to (my) order you should write a letter to 
prince A azam and send it soon to him with laar Ali Beg:* 
“ In order to shew partiality to the most stupid Afazal, 


1. Sheikh Hidayat Kcesh, a reporter. Every political and Bnanclal 
matter of India ^va^ reported to him. He (ound out the verse ofithe conquest 
of Bijapur: “ Sadd-i-Sikandar geraft” (the wall of Alexander was 
conquered). 1686. After the conquest of Vdkingadh he was entitled Hadi 
Khan. 1706. His Hindu name was Bhohinith and he was the son of 
Chhatarmal. He was converted to Islam in 1698. 

2. The nom-de*plume of a Persian poet. 

3. Cl. !.ct. CXVII. 
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you have not dismissed the tyrant, Hasan Be^ of Chal:leh 
KOrii. The Inhabitants of this pJace lament constantly, 
strike their heads against the ground (i.c., bewail) and say, 
(verse) ‘If you will not give us justice, there is the day of 
judgment for our justice’. The last remedy is of branding, 
I.C., this Chakleh will be deprived of your ‘jaghir’ and you 
will have nO recompense for that*. The earth Is firm and 
the sky is far away. The trustworthy agent (or the trustee) 
said to the secretary (or the minister) before the lantl- 
lord and the subjects, ‘ It is easy to be a secretary but It is 
difficult to be a trustee*. In some of the districts your 
army get money by oppressing the people. You should 
select God-fearing and virtuous men, look carefully into 
their character, and appoint them ( in the places at present 
filled by the tyrants), so that both you and I will be free 
from responsibility on the day of judgment. Officers should 
not be the relatives and brothers of a minister and reporters 
should not be the sons of a ‘ faujdilr ’ and of a trustee 


LETTER CLXXI. 

You should say to Hiddyat Alliih’, /Carrln Raquam^, 
to write in good hand the (following) quatrain In the 
letter to be sent to prince Muhammad Kdm Bakhsha^. 
(Quatrain) “ With my own two hands have I set fire to my 
own harvest. Why should I complain of my enemy ? No 
one is my enemy. I myself am my own enemy. Woe to 
myself, to my liand, and to my skirt ! ** 


4. CL Let. XIV. 

T* Bakhastu of a disciple of ShujaVt Klicin of AhmedabAd* 

2» Lit. man of AnnJurstiMj^»^ II was llie title of Hidayat 

Allali. 

3. Cf. Let. LXXItt. 
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LETTER CLXXfI. 

MlrJal.'il-uil-niiiL who has resij^netl the service of 
prince A'azain, is cvidcntlv the nephew of Himmat Khiin 
who was my paymaster. The Mir Is a born Saiyad of a 
noble parentage and of a ;*ood disposition. You should 
cni]iiire into the cause of his resignation. 


LETTER CLXXIH. 

The letter of Mo’atematl Kluln' Is not a revelation 
that it shoidd be acted according to per force and that 
order shouUl be disturhetl. Any how, when he is tiretl of 

w 

himself and has rcslgneil. vou should write him to come to 
Akharjibiiil and to take charge of the ‘ ilivanl ’ thereof. 


1691. LETTER CLXXIV. 

Asad Khaii and his son have written to me, “ The 
prince (J.C., Klim Bakhsha ) is rca<ly to fight against us 
with the support of the infidel l^amil .an*,! desires to enter 
the fortress ( I.C., Jinji )L But on account of the caution 
of the royal army, the accursed Ramu could not come out 
of the fortress and receive the prince in. This is the reason 
of the delay in taking the fortress.” According to ( my ) 
order you should write them to keep a watch over the 
prince and to take the fortress. You should write a strong 
letter .and entrust it to iaar Ali Beg-' who will send it to 
them by rapiil stages. It should not be that the prince 


r. 

Cf. 

Let. 

Lxvr. 

I. 

Cf. 

Let. 

XWll. 

1 . 

Cl. 

Let. 

CXIV. 

3 . 

Cl. 

Lot. 

CI.XX. 
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joins the enemy ( t.e., Riimsi.) and foils our efforts like the 
late prince”*. ( Verse ) “ In a country where boys are 

rulers, the claims of a hundred years’ services become as 
playthings to them ( i.c., when boys become rulers, they do 
not pay any regard to long services and thus upset the 
plans of the king) 

Having heard about the great wealth of India Sharif-i- 
Mecca*, for taking an advantage for himself, sends me 
every year an envoy ( for receiving money from me ). This 
sum of money which I sent ( with the envoy to the Sharif ) 
is for the needy. We should take care whether the money 
is distributed among the poor or is wasted by the Sharif. 
On your own behalf you should write to the great and rich 
merchants of the auspicious harbour of Surat® that this sum 
of money will be sent through them to the needy of the two 
holy and auspicious cities ( i.c., Mecca and Medina ) if they 
guarantee its safety. Any how religious charity practised 
by government should not be known to the public. My 
object is to please the holy souls of the prophets, the Glo¬ 
rious and Sublime God and His companion ( i.c., Mahomet ). 
May the good will and peace of God be upon him (i.c., 
Mahomet ) and upon his f.^mily. If this is also impossible, 
why should it ( i.c., money ) not be distributed among the 


3. Muh.'jHunad Suh.in B.ihadur. Cl. L<.t. XCI. Or po>ijbly Aurim^- 
/cb« was Ihinkinfj ol liis oUicr rebel son Akb.ir, who was at that ihiic 
liviiiy in I'crsia, and whon> he thought to bo dead at the time. Cl. Lot. XC\’« 


A chiol of the town ol Mecca— the birthpl.icc ol the piophot 
Mahomet— appointed to watch over tho pilgrims lor their safety. During 
cho palmy days ol iho Mogul limpiro Indi.t w.as very rich; but now il is 

SI poor country. 

5. .\ well-known city and port in tiuj.iral from which Mohomadan 

pilgrims cmb.arkcd lor Mecca (as they now do l«om Homba>), during the 
liiiio ol tho Moguls. Cl. Lot. CXX\’. Thoro are many inU-rprctaUons 
about the origin ol tho name Sural. Some say that it lias boot, named 
altera rich lady, called ‘Suraj* or ‘Surld.* ll was known us • the Gate til 
xlie J’ilgtimagc’ nr ‘llab-ul-Mecca.’ 
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pour o( tins country ( i.c., India )? Bqcausc the ii)atiifc2>la' 
lion of the Holy God is reflected in every place ( ».c., God 
is omnipresent). We arc nearer to God than even to the 
jmlsc of our neck.'* 


6 . Tlic lailcr portion of i 1 >c Idler jhcwb that Aurungzebe 
tcligioui man. Cf. Lcl. CVJ and CXXX. 


>vas a very 
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Letters addre55ed to 

Asad Khan’. 

LETTER CLXXV. 

You should write, nay address in a respectable way as 
in a petition, to the heir-apparent, Muhammad MOazaam 
Shah fiabadiir, that the post of the laujdarship of Jalalabad- 
had been managed well by Sheikh Karim Ulltih. His father 
was a soldier and also a civil servant. I am not fully 
informed of his condition. You should write what his 
post is. 

I have heard from outside that the agent of tlie *SubU 
dar ' who is a landlord in the province of Kashmere^ comes 
for a long time into the * divuni * court about the case of 
the revenue of a ‘jdghir* which the ‘Sobidar’ wants to 

I. Cf. Let. XCIf. 

A town in the North oi India; tg bg distiii^jui^hed (rgtn another 
town of the ^mc namc» in Afghaiiib(an« 

3* *The Terrestrial Paradise of the Indies/ 

** The historical of (he ancient kingb of Kabluncrc mainhiin (hat the 
whole of this country w'as in former istnee one vast lakcp and that an outlet 
for the waters was opened by a certain *pir«* or aged saint* named Kachcb* 

who miraculously cut the mountain of Barehmoolch.Ka^hcucrci however* 

IS no longer a lake* but a beautiful counties diversified with a great many 

hillocks.The whole kingdom wears the appearance of a fertile and 

highly cultivated garden.The people of Kashmcrc are proverbial for 

their clear complexions and fine forms......The w'omcn especially are very 

handsome..But it left no doubt on my mind that there are as hand^omc 

faces an Kashmcrc as in any part of Europe*** Bernier* 

Itcrnicr was greatly chariiicd wllli this country which he called * (lie 
mistress ol the kingdoms of the earth.* The rose and its essential oil or 
^atur* ol Kashmcrc are well known in the East* Kaslmiere is known for 
ils shawls. It is celebrated for * its ruinantac beauties, for the fertility of 
the boil and for the temperature of ils atmosphere** Kashmcrc was 
conquered by Akbar and was made by Jehangir his resideuwe during the 
atimmer months. At present Kastuncre is a native ruler* 

22 






17 (» 

receive from a Kashmiri officer. The jud;jc of the court, 
throu*»h partiality to the irreligious Kashmiri officer, docs 
not compel him to give the rightful revenue to the * Subi- 
dar Ill this case it is allowable if the ignorant bring an 
excuse for their ignorance and foolishness. May God 
forgive them. Yet why should the wise bring forth an 
excuse ? Often have I said with a loud voice and again I 
say, “ In giving the rightful man his due and in crushing 
the oppression of the tyrants, I do not shew partiality even 
to any of my sons ; then how can I be partial to others'*?'' 

The Amir should be satisfied with putting on the gold 
turban presented to him only on the auspicious Sunday'’. 
He should not make another turban. 


Ll-TTEU CLXWI. 

^'uu should write to my dear son Bahudilr, “ This 
world passed away, and the next one came near (i.c., the 
world will be destroyed and the day of judgment is near). 
The things which will be left behind us (after our death) as 
a memory and which will he useful to us (in the next 
world) arc good and charitable decds^. Vou should know 
that you have to depart from tliis world and therefore do 
charitable deeds (by taking advantage of your present life). 
That man is wise who takes advantage of the present lime 
which is between the past and the future, practises as sopn 


* 'rhrou|;huut 0>C5e letters oltcn seen that Aurungzebe Was 

\cry particular in rendering due juitice to his subjects and in removing 
tyrants from ihcir places* Cf. Let. CXXXII* 

5* Here Auruii^;zcbc ^evnls to have followed Akbar's rvlij^ious system 
of observing >iinday as a holiday which system he borrowed from tlie 
Christians* 

t* 

0 


Cl. LcU L.WVllI. 
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as he can good and virtuous acts, and considers the present 
and the future as the past (i.e., takes advantage of the 
present lime and does not lose any opportunity). (Verse) 
‘O Sa'adI- ! you give daily advice to every one, but you 
yourself do not act uplo It (».c., nor is it Homer nods, but 
we that dream).’ 


LETTER CLXXVIP. 

j. .... 

I !• sent my sincere and devoted servant (i.e., Asad Klian) 
to the house* of prince BahuJOr. By giving a warning to 
the father (t.c., Asad Khiin) and the son (i*.e., Xul Fikiir 
Khan), I augmented the honour of the prince. Evidently 
he became proud and self-conceited and lost his (royal) 
dignity. May God forgive him. It is proper on his part 
that he should tender a personal apology, go to the house 
of Nasrat Jang=', beg the Khiln’s pardon*, and consider him¬ 
self a subordinate of his father. The taste of ‘kaneh kuch- 
cha'^ should not be forgotten. (Verses) “Do you know what 
is manliness? Do you know who is a brave man ? A brave 
man is he who puts up with his enemies and associates with 
his friends”. 


2, A jjrcat Persian poet, au<hor of llic ^Gul-i-Stun’ anJ the 
Cl Let. XI-V. Here AurunR7.cbe appears to be a great moralist as in 
many other letters. 

1. This letter IS in continuation of the previous one. It is not quite 
clear, t)>e tJeas being rather confused. 

2. The word in the tcit for ‘house* is ‘dairch* or ‘ dahcfun,' an 
Indian word, which also means a ^ent' or an ‘ idol temple,* 

3. /•r#, Xul Filcar Khan, Asad Khan's son. Cf. Let. CI^X. 

It is strange why the prince should tender an apolog>' to an officer. 
Perhaps he had done the officer some wrong for which Aurungzebe asked 
him to beg his pardon. 

5, A kind of ra%v or unripe food. Hindustani *khaneh* or 'kaneh,* 
food and 'kuchchii,* unripe (oppo. of ^pticca*). It also means a kind of a 
vegetable in llie Caslimiri tlialect. 
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LETTER CLXXVm. 

Von slmuld make a petition to prince A'azam. The 
prince has Interceded for the fault of A’atibdr Khdn'. Sal- 
yad Sa'ad Allah Dervish^ has written to the prince to 
practise great patience. You should write to the prince 
the two ( following ) fine and charming hemistichs sung 
by Abdfil Kudir Bedil'' which are applicable to this case 5 
( verse ) “Fear the sighs of the oppressed; because at the 
time of their prayer acceptance comes to receive them from 
the court of God (i.c., the sighs of the oppressed are heard 
and responded to by God)”, 


I. He was fort-lcMpcr of AkbarabaJ in 1665. 
a. C(. I.et. eXXV. 

3. Cf. Let. XCVlIf. 
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Letters addressed to 
Alxlill Kastm Khtlii. 

The Khilii was distinguished with the title of Multifat 
(Chdn. (C/. Let. CLXII). After the death of Amir Khdn, 
he received the title of Amir Khun. He was the head of 
the body guards of His Majesty (i.e., Aurungzebe). He 
knew the most holy nature of Aurungzebe and made fine 
remarks appropriate to the time and occasion before the 
emperor. 

LETTER CLXXrX. 

You should write to Muhammad A’azam Shdh, “I 
(».e., Aurungzebe) am pleased with your honesty and intelli* 
gence. How long will the poor Zdhedeh BiinO remain in 
misery and affliction? She has a claim on you and me. 
To deprive her of this right becomes the cause of displeasure 
to God. Don’t you know to what an extent the overflow¬ 
ing bounty of the forgiving Creator forgives the crimes of 
many sinners and of men of bad actions? For God s sake 
and my sake remove from the bosom the old (feeling oO 
revenge and the remembrance of the former quarrel. You 
should shew favour to this old lady who has no other rela¬ 
tive except you. Her grandsons (esp. BadhO) saw an evil 
day as a punishment of their actions. AVe have to leave 
the world; consequently we must put up with every man. 
(Verse) ‘Tell who is the man in the world who has not 
committed sins (ue., every man in the world commits sins)*. 
I remember the rare words uttered by MiyAn Abdul Latif^— 
may his holy tomb be sanctified-, ‘To give countenance 
to an ungodly person and to deprive a rightful man of his 
right are the worst crimes’. The Creator of real effects 


z* 


CK Lets XXII. 
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f 


{i.c., God) proiliiceil an effect upon the ton«iie of this sinner, 
full of sins (/.r., Auriuii»zehe). Wiiat more can be writteit 
tfian this- ?” 


LRTFKR CLXXX. 

Accordin'; to (my) order, whenever Sar Fariiz Kluvni 
Abdrd Lalif IChi'in' comes to salute ‘the best of the kin«- 
iloin’ and ‘pivot of state affairs'-, having raised his hand 
after the salutation lie should follow the Khdn, when he 
rides on a horse. If the Klnin rides in a ‘palkee’^, Sar 
l-‘ar:'iz is free from other ceremonials after saluting tl^e Khun. 
If the Khiin ritles on an elephant, lie should go after him. 
If the Khiin speaks, he should reply; otherwise, not. Rilkiin- 
hu and other ‘Panj Haziiris’ should dismount and salute the 
Khiin. Asad Khan should give a betel to RiikiinhO and say 
gooil bye to otlicr ‘P.anj Haziiris’. 


2. Ct. Lcl. XXIV- 


1. Hv look pari in iko Dcccan W.^r. In ififti l,e \\.-\s mailc liead 
f»roofii. Uc wos c:illcsl IXiLlianu 

2, AsaJ Kh;»n, Ci* Let, XCIL 


3* l\nl;inquMi or tetter, 
or 'palankeen* coiner from 
derived from tUo liindustani 
a )>cd« 


an Indian worJ, Tlic Kn^tidi n*oril 'palanquin* 
lids Indian word 'pdlakce* wlncli h further 
word •pilan;'/ a bed, or Sanskrit 'paryanka,* 


“Tla-y (knl.ars or pal.akcc bearers) form .n doss ol fool serv.anls 
pccnliar »o I.ulia. Tlicy carry heavy loads on tlu-ir shonldcrs and 
.ravel thron-h motmiams.md valleys. Will, .heir‘palakccs.* sfnRh.isans,, 
•iihaudols,’ .mil Molls,’ they walk so cvcnlv, that the man inside is not 
inconvenienced by any joltin-. There .arc many in thU country; but the 
best came Iron, the Deccan and Bena;,l. At court, several thousand, ol 
then, arc kept. 1 he pa> ol a he.ad bearer varies from i,,2 to jSj d.. Common 
bearers Re. from wo to t6o d..- Ain-i-Akbari. 
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The copy of a mandate issued by 
Prince A‘a?:am to Afa/al IClniii. • 

LETTER CLXXXI.i 

Saiyad Kam'il Khan- died. Vou should write to 
the agent (asking iiim) to inform tlie emperor of this. 'I'hc 
condition of the followers of the (late) officer is clear to His 
Majesty Aurungzebe). Inriyat Allah Khsln® is acquaint¬ 
ed with the good services of every officer. His Enlighten¬ 
ed Majesty will appoint him whom he considers fit to 
this post. There is no Cashmiri in this proyince whom I 
can appoint and with whom Ins'iyat Allah Khan is pleased. 
The balance due to this Afghan (t.c., the late Saiyad) will 
remain of course on paper and will not be received. The 
province will produce a less revenue and the people will 
be ruined. I have heard the awe of Iniiyat Allah Khan to 
such an extent that I won’t accept c\'cn a lac of rupees in 
place of one rupee. Change! change! change! (I’.c., there 
is a constant change in everything). The (government) 
affairs reijuire the conditions of the fear of God and the fe.ar 
of being punished by the king. A minister should nut en¬ 
trust such affairs to his relatives and friends. Mir Tazii 
must be in Launi*. f have not appointed those, as govern¬ 
ment servants, who have faith in the Mir's action, and who 
possess ‘jaghirs’ for oppressing the people and exacting 
mouey from them. 


!• Tins last letter was not written by Aurun^/ebe/ but was written or 
rallkcr is*ue4 by prince A^azani to Afaz«'i1 Khan* 

j. Sor) o( Diiir KliaiJ. He was honoureil wicb the title o( Khan in 
1677. Ills original name was Kamil>ud«L>iii. lie was wounded at ihesici^v 
of Uijapur* i686» 

3. Cf. Let. CLXIX and CXVI. 

A (own and district near l^elhii situated in (he l>oab| between the 
Jojnua and ihu llalio* 
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Anicer Khan, clxxiv. 
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1 ‘rcface- 
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Asa<bud*nin, xxxix. 
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Aurungzebe, Preface, Introd.; bis 
activity to state affairs, xwiii ; 
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clxxvi ; his conhscatiou o( the 
property of the deceased nobles, 
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mail, Introd., K\ii, Iwiii^ Ksxvii 
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Balance sheet, liii. 

Bali, \iv. 

Baikh, i, xxxvi. 

Bani Shah Darag. xliii. 

Bans, Ixwiv* 

Bareetee Shah, Kwii. 

Bargi, c\i. 

Barnala, xliii, cxi. 

Hasan Singh Kachava, (Rajaj, xi 
Hedil, \cviii, clxxviii, 

Beei- daran, cxx. 
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Chawa-ehaudan, xlii. 

Chehar* I larari, ci. 



179 


Chhavani, CK\iv* 

Chilas, C'cwi, c\li. 
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ciihrxx, cxxlv, cxliv, rlii, rlHi. 
civ. 

Jalalabad, clxxv. 

JalabiubDin Uumi, cxii. 

Jnidil, xcvii. 

Jasvoiit Khatri. Ixx. 


Jasvanl Singh, xci. 

Jats, xi, 
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Phoenix, xxxix. 

Pilgrimage, exxx* 

Pillar of the Kingdom, Introd. 

Pir Mankha, xzzi, Iviii. 

Prayer house, cvi. 

Rabi'ul-Awal, xci« 

Raii*abKadr,Qf, Rafi^ush'Shao, iii, 
exU 

Rahzd- Kush, cxxxiii. 

Ragunaih Sa'ad Allah Khan, ]vi, 
cxiix. 

Rahbari, cxi. 
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^a'aeed Khao Bahadur, Zafar Jaag, 
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clxvi. 
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Ixcii. 

I * n;ar, xckv. 
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